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The following document includes an inventory and assessment of demographic and economic trends. 
Some data was obtained from the U.S. Census's American Community Survey (ACS). The ACS is an on-
going statistical survey by the U.S. Census Bureau representing a sample of the population over a period 
of time. This data differs from the decennial census where figures are based on actual counts during a 
point in time. ACS estimates are controlled to decennial population estimates and become less accurate 
over the decade, meaning estimates are only as accurate as the census count on which they are based. 

ACS data can be used to draw conclusions, however, due to the limitations of these estimates, patterns 
can only be inferred through the data and consequently there is a larger margin of error (MOE). Small 
sample size increases the MOE, indicating inaccuracy and rendering the data unreliable. As a result, 
annual fluctuations in the ACS estimates are not meant to be interpreted as long-term trends and caution 
should be taken when drawing conclusions about small difference between two estimates because they 
may not be statistically different. It should also be noted when comparing ACS multi-year estimates 
with decennial census estimates, some areas and subjects must be compared with caution or not 
compared at all. 
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Executive Summary 
What is Hazard Mitigation Planning? 
“Hazard Mitigation” is not a familiar term to most Grant County residents. A hazard is a situation that 

poses a threat to life, health, prosperity, or the environment of a community. Hazard Mitigation is any 

sustained action taken to eliminate or reduce the long-term risk to human life and property from 

natural, man-made, and technological hazards. This Plan’s objective is to explore which hazards pose the 

greatest risk to Grant County (as measured by probability of future occurrence and resulting damage), 

and develop specific actions for mitigation, or minimizing the occurrence or resulting damage of that 

hazard. 

According to the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, local governments must prepare, adopt, and update a 

Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan in order to be eligible for post-disaster FEMA assistance. This plan works to 

assess risk, decrease impact, and prevent future damages. The organization and contents of this plan are 

driven by the requirements of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and local residents. 

Grant County’s Planning Process 
Grant County prepared its original Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan in 2006 and adopted an update in 2013. 

This plan, the 2018 update, is an update of the 2013 plan, incorporating all Cities, Villages, and Towns of 

Grant County. Grant County Emergency Management (GCEM) and Southwest Wisconsin Regional 

Planning Commission (SWWRPC) guided the development of this plan through existing knowledge of the 

communities and local input. Local input was gained through five public meetings and working with 

stakeholders. A planning team was created to focus on developing the mitigation strategy. The planning 

team convened on two occasions, at the beginning of the planning process and after all public input was 

received. Chapter 1 outlines the methods, participants, and practices used to develop the plan. 

Grant County Hazard Mitigation Goals 
As part of this plan, the planning team evaluated the previous plan’s goals. The goals for the 2018 plan 

remain fundamentally the same as the previous plan with the addition of the goal to protect against 

economic disruption. The 2018 goals take a holistic, long-term approach to reduce or avoid 

vulnerabilities to the people, economy, and environment of Grant County. The goals were referenced 

and utilized in the development of county-wide and local mitigation strategies.  

 Protect human lives, both today and for future generations. 

 Protect human and environmental health. 

 Protect against economic disruption due to natural and man-made hazards. 

 Protect utilities, infrastructure, and critical facilities, including police, fire, and EMS stations. 

 Help people protect themselves. 

 Protect roads from washouts/landslides. 

 Prevent future risk of hazards in highly vulnerable areas. 

 Maximize the use of state and federal funds. 
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Strategy Development 

Chapters 4 and 5 outline local and county-wide strategies. These strategies were developed by the 

Planning team with local residents’ input. The strategies intend to reduce or avoid long-term 

vulnerabilities to the people, economy, infrastructure, and environment of Grant County. Strategies 

were developed by focusing on four types of mitigation actions, local plans and regulations, structure 

and infrastructure projects, educational and awareness programs, and natural systems protections. Each 

action was developed with a brief description of priority, expense, responsibility, and timeline to 

accomplish. 

 

Approval and Implementation 

The completed plan was sent to Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) on April 30th, 2018. Once it 

was approved at the State level it was then sent to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

for approval. Once approved by FEMA the plan was ready to be adopted at the County level. Once the 

county adopts the plan, Cities and Villages within the county adopted the plan within the one year 

window required by FEMA to adopt the plan. The Grant County Board of Supervisors voted to adopt the 

plan on June 1st, 2018.  

Adoption of this plan provides Grant County a framework of strategies and actions to prioritize hazard 

mitigation. Through the plan, the county and local communities will coordinate to undertake the 

strategies identified with local input. Many of the strategies require additional planning, analysis, and 

work to accomplish. Additionally, many of the strategies require outside financial support through FEMA 

or other sources to accomplish. Planning and preparation are a necessary part of accomplishing each of 

the strategies identified. 
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Chapter 1: Plan Goals and Process 

Purpose of the Plan  
Every natural disaster takes its toll on the social and economic well-being of local communities and 

residents. Each hazard event has the potential to affect the county as a whole, regardless of how many 

residents experience the immediate impact. Since 1965, Grant County residents have experienced 18 

federal disaster declarations. These declarations were done as the result of nine severe thunderstorms, 

four flooding events, one drought, one severe snowstorm, one tornado, and a declaration meant to 

assist with the evacuations of those affected by Hurricane Katrina. This plan works to address the many 

hazards Grant County is susceptible to and mitigate the potential damages from those hazards. 

Overall Hazard Mitigation Goals 
With the knowledge gained from local communities and key stakeholders throughout Grant County, the 

Planning team confirmed the following hazard mitigation goals. The goal to protect against economic 

disruption due to natural and manmade hazards was an addition to the 2013 goals. The planning team 

determined that continuing the 2013 Goals is beneficial to continued hazard mitigation success for each 

community and County-wide. 

 Protect human lives, both today and for future generations. 

 Protect human and environmental health. 

 Protect against economic disruption due to natural and man-made hazards. 

 Protect utilities, infrastructure, and critical facilities, including police, fire, and EMS stations. 

 Help people protect themselves. 

 Protect roads from washouts/landslides. 

 Prevent future risk of hazards in highly vulnerable areas. 

 Maximize the use of state and federal funds. 

Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000  

The development and update of the Grant County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan is a response to the 

passage of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (DMA), which was signed into law on October 30, 2000, 

with the goal of reducing losses and future public and private expenditures and improving response and 

recovery from disasters. This act, Public Law 106-390, amended the Robert T. Stafford Relief and 

Emergency Assistance Act. A summary of the portions of the DMA that relate to local governments and 

tribal organizations follows: 

 Local governments and tribal organizations must prepare a multi-hazard mitigation plan in order 

to be eligible for funding from the FEMA Pre-Disaster Mitigation Assistance Program and Hazard 

Mitigation Program. 

 Natural hazards need to be addressed in a risk assessment and vulnerability analysis sections of 

the multi-hazard mitigation plan. Assessment of human-caused hazards such as hazardous 

waste spills is encouraged but not required. 
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 Authorizes up to seven percent of Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funds available to a state 

following a federal disaster declaration to be used for development of state, local, and tribal 

organization multi-hazard mitigation plans.  

 Without an up-to-date multi-hazard mitigation plan, local governments and tribal organizations 

cannot obtain funds from the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program. 

Local Context  
In order to comply with Section 322 of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 and qualify for future hazard 

mitigation grant awards, Grant County must develop a county wide Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

Additionally, the requirements of FEMA’s Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) and some of the 

requirements needed for communities to receive a Community Ratings System (CRS) designation are 

addressed.  

GCEM submitted a pre-disaster hazard mitigation grant proposal to Wisconsin Emergency Management 

(WEM) in 2016. Grant County received pre-disaster mitigation program assistance through WEM in 

February of 2017. In March of 2017, GCEM partnered with Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning 

Commission (SWWRPC) to complete the 2018 update to the Grant County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

WEM and FEMA each have a role in reviewing Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plans. WEM receives local plans, 

does a pre-review and forwards them to the FEMA Regional Office for formal review and approval. Once 

the plan meets with FEMA’s approval, it must be officially adopted by the governing body of Grant 

County.  

Per FEMA Requirements, this Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan includes a description of the following: 

Planning Process is a general description of the purpose of the plan. This section includes an 

identification of the county and municipalities included in the plan, a description of plan 

development, public involvement and input process, and coordination with other plans. 

Planning Area is a description of the geography, demographics, and economic characteristics of 

the planning area.  

Risk Assessment includes hazard identification and a risk/vulnerability assessment. Each of the 

hazards affecting the planning area are addressed in the risk assessment. The risk assessment 

documents the history and impact of the hazard’s occurrence in the planning area, the 

vulnerability of the planning area to each risk, and the probability and potential cost associated 

with future occurrences. 

Mitigation Strategy incorporates the mitigation goals, actions, and projects into the local 

communities and County-wide. Strategies identify how the mitigation goals identified will be 

prioritized, implemented, and administered by the local jurisdictions in Grant County. 

Plan Maintenance Process and Adoption, describes the method and schedule that will be used 

to monitor, evaluate, review progress, make revisions and update the Mitigation Plan within a 
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five year cycle and how public participation will be sought in this plan maintenance process. The 

plan approval process describes and documents how the plan was formally adopted by the 

governing bodies within the planning area. 

Work on the Grant County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan began in April 2017 and the plan was approved 

by Wisconsin Emergency Management (WEM) on             and the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency on          . The final plan was approved by the Grant County Board of Supervisors on      . 

Planning Process 
Planning Team 
The first step in the planning process was to identify and organize a planning team made up of 

professional staff and county and municipal officials with expertise related to hazard mitigation and 

emergency management. See Table 1 for a list of planning team members and their organization 

affiliation. Planning team members met twice during the planning process to review the previous plan 

and work on developing strategies for the updated 2018 Plan. 

Table 1 - 2017- 2018 Grant County Multi- Hazard Mitigation Planning Team 
Name Title 

Steve Braun Director, Grant County Emergency Management  

Tonya White Planner, Grant County Emergency Management 

David Lambert Grant County Highway Commissioner 

Jeffery Kindrai  Director, Grant County Health Department 

Lynda Schweikert Director, Grant County Conservation, Sanitation, and Zoning 

James Schneider University of Wisconsin - Extension 

John Hauth City of Lancaster Public Works Director 

Chad Eggers Village of Potosi Public Works Director 

Jesse Decker UW – Platteville Risk Management 

Joseph Hallman UW – Platteville Police Chief 

Tom Kretschman Criminal Justice Instructor, Southwest Technical College 

Nate Dreckman Grant County Sheriff 

Jake Lindauer Grant County Emergency Management 

Steve Tranel MABAS - Grant County Emergency Services Association President 

John Lau Village of Cassville 

Ellen Gundrum Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

Gary Ranum Grant County Board of Supervisors and Emergency Government 

Brian Allen Southwest Health EMS 

Patrick Monckton Southwest Health EMS 
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The first planning team meeting was held on September 26th, 2017 at the Lancaster Fire Station. At this 

meeting, SWWRPC convened the planning team and provided a background on Hazard Mitigation 

Planning, Grant County land use and development, a review of the previous plan, and a review of 

mitigation strategy development. Team members were provided with a project timeline. 

After receiving input from all communities in Grant County, the planning team met a second and final 

time to confirm planning goals and determine strategies and action plans for local communities. 

Additionally, the team identified recurring themes from the outreach process to be considered priorities 

and identified a process of regular review to evaluate and monitor the plan. 

Outreach 
Outreach and education is a major component of any successful planning process. Five regional public 

meetings were undertaken to gain input from every community. Meetings were organized by 

geographic region and provided at convenient locations and times. The meetings were publically noticed 

and key stakeholders were invited to attend by phone and email. Invited stakeholders included: local 

government officials, adjacent county emergency management directors, school district representatives, 

local businesses, county board supervisors, and members of the Planning team representing county 

agencies and communities, as well as local residents. Each community contributed unique information 

that was then used to develop mitigation strategies at the local level. See Table 2 for a list of Outreach 

Meetings and Appendix B: Public Notices. 

Table 2 - 2017- 2018 Grant County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan Outreach Meetings 
Meeting Date Location Description 

First planning 
team meeting 

September 
26th, 2017 

Lancaster Fire Station, 
Lancaster, WI 

Initial meeting of the planning team to 
review hazard mitigation planning. 

Public outreach 
meeting #1 
 

November 
2nd, 2017 

Bagley Community 
Center, Bagley, WI 

Meeting of regional stakeholders, local 
government, and the general public to 
undertake hazard mitigation exercise. 

Public outreach 
meeting #2 

November 
9th, 2017 

Boscobel Fire Station, 
Boscobel, WI 

Meeting of regional stakeholders, local 
government, and the general public to 
undertake hazard mitigation exercise. 

Public outreach 
meeting #3  

November 
16th, 2017 

Southwest Technical 
College, Fennimore, WI 

Meeting of regional stakeholders, local 
government, and the general public to 
undertake hazard mitigation exercise. 

Public outreach 
meeting #4 

December 
7th, 2017 

Southwest Heath EMS 
Facility, Platteville, WI 

Meeting of regional stakeholders, local 
government, and the general public to 
undertake hazard mitigation exercise. 

Public outreach 
meeting #5 

December 
14th, 2017 

Potosi Fire Station, 
Potosi, WI 
 

Meeting of regional stakeholders, local 
government, and the general public to 
undertake hazard mitigation exercise. 

Second planning 
team meeting 

January 16th, 
2018 

Lancaster Fire Station, 
Lancaster, WI 

Meeting of the planning team to 
develop mitigation strategies and 
actions.  
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Public Input 
Local knowledge was critical to successfully identifying existing and potential hazards. At each of the 

public meetings, SWWRPC presented the importance and meaning behind hazard mitigation planning. 

To collect critical data SWWRPC facilitated a workshop to identify local hazards and areas of concern. At 

the meetings, each community was provided with a table (Appendix C), which once completed lined up 

existing community assets along one axis and recent or potential hazards along the other axis. 

Communities then identified their primary concerns and responses to those concerns. Additionally, 

communities were given the opportunity to update strategies developed in the 2013 Plan. 

The public was given the opportunity to comment on completed drafts of the Plan prior to the plan 

being submitted to FEMA. The plan was available on Grant County’s website, SWWRPC’s website, and 

the GCEM office. 

Incorporated Plans 
The following is a list of references and data sources used to determine planning area characteristics, 

identify risk, and develop strategies for this plan.  

 State of Wisconsin Hazard Mitigation Plan (2016). 

 State of Wisconsin Threat and Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment (2016). 

 Wisconsin’s Changing Climates: Impacts and Adaptations (2011) – Wisconsin Initiative on 

Climate Change Institute (WICCI), Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WIDNR).  

 Grant County Multi- Hazard Mitigation Plan (2013). 

 Grant County Comprehensive Plan (2010). 

 Grant County Land and Water Resource Plan (2008). 

 Comprehensive Plans from Grant County Communities (varies). 

 Grant County Continuity of Operations Plan (2004) (update scheduled for 2018). 

 Grant County Emergency Operations Plan (2018). 

 Grant County Hazardous Material Response Plan (2017). 

 

Current Mitigation Efforts 
The documents listed above, as well as conversations with Grant County staff, planning team members, 

and key stakeholders, identified the following hazard mitigation efforts currently being used within the 

County: 

Assistance Programs – Grant County, through the work of Grant County Emergency Management, 

receives and coordinates state and federal disaster relief assistance to victims in affected areas. This 

includes assistance to individual and households and assistance to local governments for infrastructure 

repair, available for both presidentially declared and non-presidentially declared disasters. This includes 

GCEM’s effort to aggressively target repetitive loss properties.  
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Education and Outreach – GCEM undertakes education and outreach through news releases and social 

media to educate the public on timely and relevant hazardous situations such as extreme storms, 

extreme temperatures, wildfire safety, and tornado awareness. GCEM regularly meets with local 

governments to educate and inform residents about emergency response and hazard mitigation. 

Emergency Response and Mutual Aid - Initial emergency response in Grant County is the responsibility 

of full-time sheriff and police agencies. However, these agencies have limited personnel on duty at any 

given time and are spread over a wide land-area. Local community Fire and EMS services are often initial 

responders. Emergency services, including Fire and EMS manned by volunteers, are located in every 

area throughout the County as well as neighboring communities that provide services to areas within 

Grant County. All Grant County Fire Departments except Mount Hope and all Grant County EMS 

Departments except Boscobel, Cassville, and Hazel Green maintain formal mutual aid agreements 

through the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS). GCEM also has access to incident Management 

Teams through WEM and WIDNR. Police have access to the Emergency Police Services (EPS) system 

through WEM. 

Grant County participates with surrounding counties to maintain a Regional Technical Partnership to 

address technical rescue situations such as swift-water, confined space, high and low angle rope, 

building collapse, trench collapse, and ice rescues. Grant County also maintains a Regional Hazardous 

Material Response Program with Lafayette and Jo Daviess Counties.  

Warning Systems - An effective warning system is the single most important method for alerting the 

public of severe weather hazards. In addition to the use of local radio stations and National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) weather radio warnings, GCEM can signal remote warning sirens in 

communities throughout Grant County and Emergency Alert Systems to broadcast warnings. Below are 

more detailed explanations of each: 

Local Two-Way Radio - Radio is used to link all police, fire, and EMS agencies within the County 

to one another. The County hosted two-way radio communication system links all highway 

vehicles and is available to interested towns and villages, while Grant County cities also have 

individual two-way radio systems for local use. Central dispatch provided by the County is the 

core to the county emergency two-way communications and paging system on multiple 

frequencies. 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - NOAA Weather Radio continuously 

broadcast National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts, warnings, and other critical weather 

information. NOAA Weather Radio also provides direct warnings to the public for natural, man-

made, or technological hazards, and it is the primary trigger for activating the national 

Emergency Alert System on commercial radio, television, and cable systems. 

Sirens - Warning sirens are located in Cities and Villages throughout Grant County. Many 

communities have more than one siren. Significant development in townships and 

unincorporated areas means that much of the recent development in Grant County is being 
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done outside of the reach of Warning Sirens. Warning sirens are maintained by individual 

municipalities. 

Tone Alert Receivers (TAR) – TARs allow state and local officials to send messages to radio, 

television, and cable systems that target specific areas. The information can be sent 

electronically through broadcast stations and cable systems even if those facilitates are 

unattended. 

Emergency Alert System (EAS) – Grant County, through the National Weather Service, is able to 

access EAS to broadcast warnings and information. Grant County no longer maintains 

equipment to activate EAS from within the county. 

Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA)—WEA is a public safety system that allows customers who 

own most wireless phones and other enabled mobile devices to receive geographically-targeted, 

text-like messages alerting them of imminent threats to safety in their area. At this time, Grant 

County is able to broadcast alerts via WEA by contacting the National Weather Service or the 

State Warning Center. 

National Flood Insurance Program Participation (NFIP) - Table 3 lists the jurisdictions that participate in 

NFIP. Participating in this program requires the jurisdiction to follow state and federal floodplain zoning 

requirements and undertaking Substantial Damage analysis following natural hazard events. 

Communities not participating in NFIP do not have established floodplains within their jurisdiction. 

Towns are included through County participation. 

Table 3 - National Flood Insurance Program Participating Jurisdictions 
Community Participation  Community Participation 

Grant County Yes  Village of Dickeyville No 

City of Boscobel Yes  Village of Hazel Green No 

City of Cuba City No  Village of Livingston Yes 

City of Fennimore No  Village of Montfort No 

City of Lancaster Yes  Village of Mount Hope No 

City of Platteville Yes  Village of Muscoda Yes 

Village of Bagley Yes  Village of Patch Grove No 

Village of Bloomington Yes  Village of Potosi Yes 

Village of Blue River Yes  Village of Tennyson No 

Village of Cassville Yes  Village of Woodman Yes 

 

Existing Policies, Procedures, and Ordinances – Grant County has a Floodplain Zoning Ordinance that 

regulates floodplain development throughout the townships and is administered by the County 

Conservation, Sanitation, and Zoning Department. Cities and Villages may have additional floodplain 

zoning ordinances that are administered at the municipal level. Additional ordinances regarding shore 

land protection at the county level mitigate potential flooding risks. Grant County and Grant County 
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municipalities also follow the Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code which requires all buildings be built to 

coded specifications. The City of Platteville and the University of Wisconsin – Platteville are the only 

municipalities with municipal stormwater system permits. 

According to the Wisconsin Comprehensive Planning Law, all communities in Grant County are required 

to have comprehensive plans that address issues related to the following list of elements. Within these 

elements, communities are able to create and implement policies, procedures, and ordinances on 

hazard mitigation. 

1. Issues and Opportunities 

2. Housing 

3. Transportation 

4. Utilities and Community Facilities 

5. Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources 

6. Economic Development 

7. Intergovernmental Cooperation 

8. Land Use 

9. Implementation 
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Chapter 2: Planning Area 
Grant County is a rural county located in the southwestern corner of Wisconsin. It is 1,183.34 square 

miles of which approximately 36.49 square miles are water (lakes, streams, or rivers). Grant County is 

the 15th largest (by land area) in the State. It is bordered by the Wisconsin counties of Lafayette, Iowa, 

Richland, and Crawford. On its Illinois border, Jo Daviess County borders Grant County and in Iowa, 

Clayton and Dubuque Counties make up the border. Grant County’s northern boundary is the Wisconsin 

River and the western boundary is the Mississippi River. Figure 1 shows the location of Grant County in 

the context of surrounding states, counties, and large cities. Grant County is home to five cities, 

fourteen villages, and thirty-three towns. The 2016 estimated population was 51,723 people, an 

estimated increase of 1,007 persons from the 2010 Census population of 50,716 people. Grant County is 

considered rural, with 44 people per square mile.1 

Figure 1: Grant County Location 

 

                                                            
1 United States Census Bureau. Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 – July 1, 2016. Grant 
County, WI. https://factfinder.census.gov/ . 

https://factfinder.census.gov/
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Physical Geography 
Grant County is located in a portion of Wisconsin called the “driftless area” because it was by-passed by 

glaciers during the last glaciation. Without the effects of glaciers, many hills and valleys remain intact in 

the County when they were eroded, due to glaciers, to the north and east of the region. The resulting 

topography has some of the most diverse and distinct elevation changes in the State. The highest point 

in Grant County is located on Military Ridge in the Town of Hickory Grove with an elevation of 1,240 

feet.2 

The most prominent topographical feature in Grant is Military Ridge, a steep escarpment that divides 

the county between the Lower Wisconsin River and the Grant-Platte River Basins. Military Ridge runs 

across the northern half of Grant County, through the Towns of Wingville, Castle Rock, Hickory Grove, 

Fennimore, Mount Ida, Mount Hope, and Patch Grove. The northern descent from Military Ridge into 

the Wisconsin River valley is steep creating dramatic drop offs in elevation. South of the Ridge is a long 

gentle slope with a gradual elevation drop of about six feet per mile. 

Grant County overlaps three major watersheds. The Lower Wisconsin River Basin and the Grant-Platte 

River Basin constitute the majority of the land area in Grant County, with the Sugar-Pecatonica Basin 

taking up a minimal amount of land in the northeast part of the County. The major river basins are 

subdivided into smaller watersheds such as ones that contain the separate branches of the Grant and 

Platte Rivers. See Figure 2 for Grant County watersheds and river basins. 

There are no natural lakes or sizable reservoirs in Grant County. A number of high quality streams, 

including many cold-water trout streams, are located in Grant County. The main waterbodies in Grant 

County are the Wisconsin River in the north and the Mississippi River on the western border. 

Grant County, north of Military Ridge, is part of the Western Coulee and Ridges Ecological Landscape. 

Here, streams have cut deeply through the less resistant Cambrian sandstone resulting in a landscape of 

steep-sided valleys and rugged, more heavily forested slopes. South of the Military Ridge, the Southwest 

Savanna Ecological Landscape is an open and gently sloping landscape, underlain by more resistant 

limestone. This southern half of the County was mostly prairie and savanna before European settlement 

and through time has retained many prairie remnants and large areas of grassland to a degree not found 

elsewhere in Wisconsin. Today, this area is primarily in agricultural production with scattered 

woodlands, savannas, and remnant prairies. The transformation of this land into agriculture has caused 

extensive erosion south of Military Ridge. The descent to the Mississippi River is often dramatic, creeks 

and rivers have cut steep and narrow valleys as they drain large watersheds. 

 

 

 

                                                            
2 State of Wisconsin Cartographer’s Office. Wisconsin High Points. http://www.sco.wisc.edu/mapping-
topics/wisconsin-high-points.html  

http://www.sco.wisc.edu/mapping-topics/wisconsin-high-points.html
http://www.sco.wisc.edu/mapping-topics/wisconsin-high-points.html
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Figure 2: Grant County Watersheds and River Basins 
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Geology  
The majority of Grant County’s bedrock is Ordovician, composed of Sinnipee and Prairie du Chien Group 

dolomite with some sandstone and shale. Dolomite is a sedimentary carbonate mineral. Due to this, it 

can be dissolved by weak acids in groundwater creating the potential for sinkholes. The northern 

boundary of the county, along the Wisconsin River has Cambrian bedrock of sandstone with some 

dolomite and shale. There are minor instances of Ordovician shale in Maquoketa formation in the 

southern townships of the county.  

Metallic resources in the region include lead and zinc. Both metals have played an important role in the 

history of the County. Early settlers came to what is now Southwestern Wisconsin to mine lead. In the 

late 1820’s this area provided for 75% of the United States demand for lead. See Figure 3 for the historic 

mining areas of Grant County. Today, Grant County no longer mines lead or zinc. Presently, non-metallic 

mines actively mine sand, gravel, and limestone. Limestone is one of the most significant geological 

resources in the area and is used in construction and agricultural operations.  
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Figure 3: Grant County Historic Mining Areas3 

 

                                                            
3 Allen V. Heyl. “Map of the Upper Mississippi Zinc-Lead District.” The Geology of the Upper Mississippi Zinc-Lead 
District. The Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey, the Iowa Geological Survey, and the Illinois State 
Geological Survey. 1959. 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

20 

Climate 
The climate of Grant County is considered continental. This means Grant County has cold enough 

winters to have fixed periods of snow and moderate precipitation in the summers. The County 

experiences wide changes of temperature in all seasons with at least three months of temperatures 

above 50 degrees Fahrenheit and winters with at least one full month below 32 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Precipitation is distributed evenly throughout the County, approximately two-thirds of which falls during 

the growing season. Grant County’s 30-year average precipitation, 1981- 2010, ranges from 34 to 37 

inches. Lancaster recorded a 30-year average precipitation of 35.37 inches. Averages for Grant County 

suggest that the County receives greater than state average yearly precipitation. Annual snowfall for 

Grant County is on average less than 40 inches.4 

Figure 4: Wisconsin 30 Year Average Precipitation 1981- 2010 

 

                                                            
4 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the National Weather Service. Average Seasonal 
Snowfall Across Wisconsin and Average Yearly Precipitation Across Wisconsin (2010). http://www.weather.gov/ . 

http://www.weather.gov/
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Political Jurisdictions 
Government units within the County include five cities, fourteen villages, and thirty-three towns. The 

County seat is at Lancaster, located near the center of the County. Platteville is the largest city, with an 

estimated population in 2016 of 12,020. Platteville is the largest city located between Madison, WI and 

Dubuque, IA and is home to the University of Wisconsin – Platteville, which adds a sizeable student 

population to the community during the school term. 

Demographics 
The overall population of Grant County grew by 3.2 percent between 2000 and 2010, from 49,597 to 

51,208. In the same decade, the percentage of the population younger than 18 decreased from 23.7% in 

2000 to 21.3%, and the median age of the county increased from 35.9 to 36.4. Grant County is very 

homogenous, with 98.2% of the County’s population being white.  

Among communities in Grant County with populations over 1,000, the communities with the highest 

growth between 2000-2010, are the City of Platteville (12.4%), the Town of Platteville (12.4%), the Town 

of Hazel Green (8.5%), the Village of Hazel Green (6.1%), and the City of Boscobel (6%).5 

Development Trends 

Population growth in Grant County is concentrated in the Cities and in the Towns in near proximity to 

those Cities. All Cities, with the exception of Cuba City, and the majority of Villages grew in population 

between 2000 and 2010. The majority of Towns experienced population declined between 2000 and 

2010.6 New building is happening throughout the county but in concentrations around Cities and along 

the Mississippi River bluffs.  

Housing 
Housing stock in the County increased from 19,940 total housing units in 2000 to 21,581 units in 2010, 

an estimate in 2016 increased that number to 21,783 units. The occupancy rate in 2010 was 92.6%, with 

72.3% of units being owner-occupied. The US Census estimated in 2016, that of the occupied housing 

units in Grant County, 25.4% were built prior to 1940, 2.8% were built after 2010. The median value of 

owner-occupied housing units in 2016 was $135,400, up 14.4% from $118,300 in 2010. The median rent 

in 2016 was $656, up 22% from $535 in 2010. Renters paying more than 35% of their household income 

decreased from 36% in 2010 to 33.7% in 2016. The number of mobile homes in Grant County has 

decreased from 6.8% of total housing units in 2010 to 6% of housing units in 2016.7 

 

 

                                                            
5 U.S. Census Bureau (2010 – 2016). Profile of General Population and Housing Characteristics. 
https://factfinder.census.gov . 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 

https://factfinder.census.gov/
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Education and Employment 
According to the American Community Survey estimate in 2016, 21.3% of Grant County’s population had 

a bachelor’s degree or higher, up slightly from 19.2% in 2010 but lower than the state as a whole with 

28.4%. The percentage of the county population with a high school degree, equivalent, or higher was 

91.4% in 2016, up slightly from 88.8% in 2010.8 

The estimated per capita income of Grant County in 2016 was $23,103, up 11% from $20,758 in 2010. 

Unemployment in 2016 was estimated to be 2.8% which is equivalent to the percent unemployed in 

2010. The percentage of the population 16 years and older in the labor force has decreased from 66.8% 

in 2000 to 64.9% in 2016.9 

Utilities 
Communication, water and sewer, natural gas, and electricity infrastructure are critical functions of 

everyday life and critical to emergency response operations. Yet, these utilities are vulnerable to a 

variety of hazards creating a risk if the utilities were to be restricted or damaged by natural or man-

made hazards. 

Cell phone reception in the county is reliable at the higher elevations but will be blocked in the deep and 

heavily forested valleys that exist on the northern and western boundaries, as well as throughout the 

region. Broadband coverage provides high-speed internet to most Villages and Cities but there is a 

limited connection in rural areas of the County and large gaps in coverage in the northeastern quarter of 

the County. 

Grant County has several power lines and natural gas pipelines trans-versing the county. There are 

numerous electric stations throughout the county (Figures 5). Grant County is served by both public and 

private water systems (Figure 6). Each Village and City in Grant County has a wastewater treatment 

facility and a sanitary sewer system. Most Villages and Cities have public water services and the Towns 

of Liberty and Jamestown have sanitary districts to provide drinking water to residents.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid. 
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Figure 5: Grant County Energy Infrastructure 
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Figure 6: Grant County Water Utilities 
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Transportation Infrastructure 
Grant County has approximately 2,128 miles of highway. Of these, 259 miles are State maintained, 311 

are County maintained, and the rest (1,558 miles) are maintained by local governments. US highway 151 

is a major highway running through Grant County connecting southwest Wisconsin to Madison to the 

east and to Dubuque to the west. Most recent data suggests that US Highway 151 sees the most traffic 

of any road in the County. Other heavily used roads in the county include US Highways 18 and 61, and 

State Highways 80, 81, 133, 11, and 35. US Highway 151, and State Highways 11 and 18 are Grant 

County’s highest volume corridors for the transport of hazardous chemicals by truck. 

The County has two active rail lines along its northern and western boundaries. Wisconsin and Southern 

Railroad (WSOR) provides freight rail services on the northern line that enters the county by crossing the 

Wisconsin River between Wauzeka and Woodman, on what is known as the Wauzeka Bridge. The 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) provides freight rail service along the Mississippi River, Grant 

County’s western boundary. The majority of products moved on these lines consist of grain, sand and 

aggregate, lumber, and fertilizer products. Yet, other potentially hazardous materials are shipped on the 

lines as well. Specifically, large amounts of chemicals, potentially hazardous, and toxic materials are 

shipped on the BNSF. The BNSF line has a significant amount of track in Grant County and travels 

through several communities along the Mississippi River. The BNSF railroad represents the region’s 

highest Hazardous Material Risk. In addition to massive quantities of extremely hazardous and 

flammable chemicals hauled by rail, the BNSF railroad running through Grant County transports more 

crude oil than any other rail line in the nation.   

The Wisconsin and Southern rail corridor along the northern boundary is actively managed through a 

public private partnership between the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, the Wisconsin River 

Rail Transit Commission (which Grant County is a member of), and WSOR. The BNSF line is privately 

owned and managed.  

Grant County is served by four airports located within the County. Airports are located in Boscobel, 

Cassville, Lancaster, and Platteville. Dubuque, IA has a regional airport, and The Dane County 

International Airport in Madison offers regional, national, and international flights. See Figure 7 for 

transportation infrastructure  

The Mississippi River represents another transportation route for Grant County. River barge units are 

becoming larger and more common, including 30,000 bbl. oil tankers.  
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Figure 7: Grant County Transportation Infrastructure 
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Emergency Services 
In addition to having a full-time Emergency Management Director and Emergency Management Planner 

at the County Level, Fire and EMS services have established mutual aid agreements among each other 

and with a number of surrounding municipalities in neighboring counties. Every municipality in Grant 

County is covered by Fire, Police, and EMS services. The Grant County Sheriff’s Department provides 24-

hour dispatch to the County. Some communities only receive police services through the Sheriff’s 

Department patrol and do not have a community police department. The County is serviced by 21 Fire 

Departments (Figure 8) and 14 EMS Departments (Figure 9). Additionally, the County maintains a 

Regional Hazardous Material Response Program and a Regional Technical Partnership to address 

technical rescue situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

28 

Figure 8: Grant County Fire Department Service Areas 
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Figure 9: Grant County Emergency Medical Service Areas 
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Chapter 3: County-Wide Risk Assessment 
Hazard Identification 
Grant County is susceptible to many hazards due to its climate and unique geography. This chapter 

identifies the natural and man-made hazards most likely to occur or most likely to have severe impacts 

in the County. Identifying these hazards is an important and necessary step to informing and developing 

the mitigation strategies and priorities.  

One way to identify potential hazards is to review past disaster declarations of the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency. These are important indicators of future high-hazard susceptibility. Grant County 

has experienced eighteen Federal Disaster Declarations since 1965 (Table 4), most of which relate to 

severe storms and flooding. 

Table 4 - Grant County Federal Disaster Declarations10 
Declaration Date Description 

April 21st, 1965 Tornadoes, Severe Storms, Flooding (DR-192) 

May 1st, 1969 Flooding (DR – 260) 

July 11th, 1969 Severe Storms, Flooding (DR-264) 

June 17th, 1976 Drought (EM-3014) 

March 23rd, 1976 Severe Storms, Icing, Wind, Flooding (DR-496) 

July 13th, 1990 Flooding, Severe Storm, Tornado (DR-874) 

July 2nd, 1993 Flooding, Severe Storm, Tornadoes (DR-994) 

July 24th, 1998 Severe Storms, Straight-Line Winds, Tornadoes, Heavy Rain and 
Flooding (DR-1236) 

June 24th, 2000 Severe Storms, Tornadoes, and Flooding (DR-1332) 

May 11th, 2001 Flooding (DR-1369) 

June 18th, 2004 Severe Storm and Flooding (DR-1526) 

September 13, 2005 Hurricane Katrina Evacuation (EM-3249) 

August 26, 2007 Severe Storms and Flooding (DR-1719) 

June 14th, 2008 Severe Storms, Tornadoes, and Flooding (DR-1768) 

August 11th, 2010 Severe Storms, Tornadoes, and Flooding (DR-1933) 

April 5th, 2011 Severe Winter Storm and Snowstorm (DR-1966) 

August 8th, 2013 Severe Storms, Flooding, and Mudslides (DR-4141) 

October 7th, 2017 Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds, Flooding, Landslides and 
Mudslides (DR-4343) 

 

While Federal Disaster Declarations highlight the most severe disasters in Grant County, they do not 

capture all of the natural hazards to which Grant County is exposed. In exploration of these hazards the 

following sources were consulted: 
                                                            
10 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). (2018). List of Federal Disaster Declarations. 
https://www.fema.gov/states/wisconsin . 

https://www.fema.gov/states/wisconsin
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 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) National Climatic Data Center, 

 National Weather Service, 

 Wisconsin Emergency Management, 

 Grant County Emergency Management, and 

 Grant County Conservation, Sanitation, and Zoning, 

 Participation from local government officials, key stakeholders, and the public. 

At five public meetings during the fall and winter of 2017, residents of Grant County were asked to 

identify natural and man-made hazards that their communities had experienced in the past five to ten 

years. Table 5 shows the number of community responses received at public meetings regarding recent 

hazards in Grant County. Community responses indicate perceived risk based upon past frequency and 

severity of hazards 

Table 5 - Local Hazard History Responses 
Hazard  # of Responses 

Flooding and Flash Flooding  73 

Severe Thunderstorms 24 

Blizzard/ Severe Winter Storms 20 

Straight Line Winds 15 

Tornado 15 

Hail 14 

Ice Storm 11 

Extreme Cold 9 

Power Outages 6 

Drought 4 

Embankment Failures 3 

Hazardous Material Incidents 3 

Extreme Heat 2 

Sinkholes 1 

 

Natural hazard events are unpredictable. Any number of events can occur in any given year. Climate 

research indicates that natural hazard events will become more severe, longer in duration, and more 

unpredictable in the foreseeable future.11 Given these challenges, understanding the frequency and 

severity of past natural events is a first step in assessing future hazards. Table 6 shows the history of 

hazards in Grant County as collected by NOAA during the years 1955-2016. This is the largest and best 

available collection of hazard event data available. For each hazard reviewed, dates were taken from the 

first recorded event to the last recorded event. Different hazards began to be collected in different 

                                                            
11 Wisconsin Initiative on Climate Change (WICCI). (August 2016). Climate Wisconsin 2050: Scenarios of a State of 
Change. https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/resources/ClimateWI2050-Communites%20August%202016.pdf  

https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/resources/ClimateWI2050-Communites%20August%202016.pdf
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years, so the data may only reflect a recent history of hazards. Crop damage estimates by NOAA are 

incomplete and much lower than actuality. 

Table 6 - Grant County Risk Assessment Summary12 
Hazard  Years 

Collected 
# of 
Past 
Events 

Deaths Injuries Property 
Damage 
($) 

Crop 
Damage 
($) 

# of 
Events per 
Year 

Wild/Forest 
Fires 

1982-2014 335 Unknown Unknown Unknown Unknown 10.5 

Thunderstorm 
Winds  

1958-2017 280 0 1 $5.872M $2.01M 4.75 

Blizzard/ 
Winter Storms/ 
Heavy Snow 

1996- 2017 68 0 2 $23K $0 3.23 

Hail 1966- 2017 220 0 0 $3.52M $15.973M 4.3 

Tornado 1954- 2015 59 0 12 $27.17M $69.5K 1.03 

Extreme Heat 2011 1 0 0 $25K 0 n/a 

Extreme Cold/ 
Wind Chill 

2008- 2014 5 0 0 0 0 .83 

Drought 2012- 2013 8 0 0 0 0 4 

Flood /Flash 
Flood 

1997- 2017 83 0 0 $29.95M $13.4M 4.15 
 

Lightning 2001- 2017 6 1 1 $15.5k $0 .375 

Earthquake - 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

Vulnerability Assessment 
The following section provides a still more detailed assessment of risk associated with each of the 

natural and man-made hazards that have historically affected Grant County or is of direct concern to the 

County. The vulnerability assessment includes the following for each hazard:  

 A description of the hazard, 

 an overview of the historical occurrences of the hazard in the County, 

 an assessment of vulnerability to the hazard throughout the County, and 

 a projection of the future probability and potential damages of the hazard in the County. 

Overland and Flash-Flooding 
Flooding is defined as partial or complete inundation of normally dry land from the overflow of inland 

waters or rapid and/or unusual accumulation of runoff of surface waters from any source.13 Flood 

                                                            
12 Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WIDNR). (2016). Grant County Fire Occurrences: 1982 – 2014. 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/forestmanagement/data.html ; NOAA. (July 2017). Storm Events Database. 
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/ . 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/forestmanagement/data.html
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/
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events are the most common natural hazard in the United States and a common occurrence throughout 

Grant County. 

Several types of flooding affect or have the potential to affect Grant County, including: 

 Dam or Levee failure – Dam failure causes flooding downstream of the dam. Prolonged rainfall is 

the most common cause of dam failure.  

 Flash Flooding – Flash floods are defined as rapid and extreme flows of water into a normally dry 

area, or a rapid rise in water-level, above a predetermined flood level, in a stream or creek. 

Flash floods are defined by the rate of flooding and can be caused by other flood types, such as 

intense rainfall, dam failure, or an ice jam. Ongoing flooding can intensify to flash flooding in 

cases where intense rainfall results in a rapid surge of rising flood waters.  

 Local Drainage Floods – This type of flood occurs outside of recognized drainage channels or 

delineated flood plains and is caused when water has no place to travel. Heavy precipitation, a 

lack of infiltration, inadequate facilities for drainage and storm-water conveyance, and increased 

surface runoff can result in this flood type. These events frequently occur in flat areas and 

particularly during winter and spring in areas with frozen ground. They also occur in urbanized 

areas with large impermeable surfaces. 

 Riverine – Also known as overbank flooding, riverine flooding is caused by a flooding river. In 

steep valleys, riverine flooding is usually rapid and deep, but short in duration. In flat areas 

riverine flooding is typically slow, relatively shallow and may last for long periods. Riverine 

flooding is typically caused by prolonged periods of rainfall that saturate the ground and 

overload the streams and reservoirs.  

 Storm-water – Storm-water flooding occurs when water from a storm event exceeds the 

capacity of local drainage systems, either man-made or natural.  

All types of flooding are common occurrences throughout Grant County. The most common and 

destructive flooding in Grant County occurs during the spring and summer seasons. The dramatic 

landscapes of Grant County that contribute to flash flooding are the deep narrow valleys that drain large 

watersheds. This is most often seen in the communities of Potosi, Cassville, Glen Haven, Bagley, 

Boscobel, Blue River and Beetown, as well as the rural townships in Northern and Western areas of the 

county. The drainage of creeks and rivers is a common contributing factor to flooding in Grant County; 

drainage systems become blocked or filled with debris and erosion, causing drainage to slow. 

Additionally, storm-water flooding is common in communities throughout the County that currently 

utilize outdated and undersized stormwater and sewer systems. Exacerbating the flooding problems is 

the increasing frequency of heavy rain events.  

Historic Flooding Events 
NOAA records flood events at the local government level. According to NOAA, FEMA, and local records, 

Grant County experienced 83 significant flood events between 1997 and 2017 (See Table 7). The total 

                                                                                                                                                                                                
13 FEMA. (2017) Definitions. https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program/definitions . 

https://www.fema.gov/national-flood-insurance-program/definitions
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damages caused by these flooding events was $29.95M in property damage and $13.4M in Crop 

Loss/Damage. That is on average approximately $522,531.00 in damages per significant flooding event 

in Grant County over the past 20 years. 

Table 7 - Grant County Recorded Flood Events 1997 – 201714* 
Location Date Flood Type Property Damage ($) Crop Damage ($) 

COUNTYWIDE 2/18/1997 Flash Flood 0 0 

COUNTYWIDE 4/3/1997 Flood 0 0 

BOSCOBEL 6/15/1997 Flash Flood 0 0 

MUSCODA 3/30/1998 Flood 2,000 0 

SOUTH PORTION 5/16/1999 Flash Flood 200,000 80,000 

COUNTYWIDE 5/31/2000 Flash Flood 50,000 35,000 

COUNTYWIDE 6/1/2000 Flash Flood 1200,000 1,600,000 

SOUTH PORTION 9/11/2000 Flash Flood 15,000 20,000 

COUNTYWIDE 4/13/2001 Flood 2,000,000 0 

COUNTYWIDE 5/1/2001 Flood 2200,000 0 

BAGLEY 8/2/2001 Flood 0 0 

SOUTH PORTION 6/4/2002 Flash Flood 500,000 200,000 

COUNTYWIDE 6/4/2002 Flood 45,000 75,000 

WEST PORTION 7/6/2002 Flash Flood 1,500 3,500 

NORTH PORTION 5/10/2003 Flash Flood 5,000 0 

NORTH PORTION 5/21/2004 Flash Flood 100,000 100,000 

COUNTYWIDE 5/22/2004 Flash Flood 150,000 150,000 

SOUTHWEST 
PORTION 

6/16/2004 Flash Flood 150,000 70,000 

COUNTYWIDE 6/16/2004 Flood 100,000 50,000 

BAGLEY 7/18/2007 Flash Flood 2,200,000 250,000 

MILLVILLE 8/19/2007 Flash Flood 265,000 18,000 

POTOSI 8/22/2007 Flash Flood 800 0 

DICKEYVILLE 8/22/2007 Flash Flood 1,000 0 

COUNTYWIDE 8/22/2007 Flash Flood 800 0 

BAGLEY 4/25/2008 Flash Flood 800,000 750,000 

GLENHAVEN 4/25/2008 Flood 700,000 600,000 

LANCASTER 4/25/2008 Flood 0 0 

WYALUSING 6/5/2008 Flash Flood 3,000 0 

MUSCODA 6/8/2008 Flash Flood 750,000 300,000 

PATCH GROVE 6/8/2008 Flash Flood 1,200,000 550,000 

                                                            
14 NOAA. (July 2017). Storm Events Database. https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/. 

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/stormevents/
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MUSCODA 6/8/2008 Flood 750,000 350,000 

CASSVILLE 6/12/2008 Flash Flood 6,500,000 445,000 

CASSVILLE 6/12/2008 Flood 175,000 35,000 

LANCASTER JCT 7/7/2008 Flood 2,000 0 

POTOSI 7/10/2008 Flash Flood 75,000 0 

DICKEYVILLE 7/12/2008 Flash Flood 8,000 0 

WYALUSING 4/26/2009 Flash Flood 0 0 

FAIRPLAY 4/27/2009 Flood 0 0 

CASTLE ROCK 6/19/2009 Flash Flood 10,000 15,000 

WERLEY 6/19/2009 Flash Flood 30,000 20,000 

WERLEY 6/19/2009 Flash Flood 30,000 20,000 

WERLEY 6/19/2009 Flash Flood 20,000 20,000 

KIELER 7/24/2009 Flash Flood 8,000 15,000 

ELLENBORO 7/24/2009 Flash Flood 10,000 20,000 

PLATTEVILLE 7/27/2009 Flash Flood 35,000 20,000 

NORTH ANDOVER 7/7/2010 Flash Flood 10,000 0 

ROCKVILLE 7/24/2010 Flood 0 0 

DICKEYVILLE 7/24/2010 Flash Flood 7,500 0 

PLATTEVILLE 7/24/2010 Flood 1,250,000 0 

BURTON 7/24/2010 Flood 0 0 

BOSCOBEL 8/8/2010 Flood 300,000 0 

ROCKVILLE 8/8/2010 Flood 0 0 

CUBA CITY 8/13/2010 Flood 0 0 

MUSCODA 9/28/2010 Flood 0 0 

MUSCODA 10/1/2010 Flood 0 0 

MUSCODA 4/16/2011 Flood 0 0 

HAZEL GREEN 7/27/2011 Flood 0 0 

HAZEL GREEN 7/28/2011 Flash Flood 2,000 0 

ROCKVILLE 1/29/2013 Flood 0 0 

BURTON 1/29/2013 Flood 0 0 

BURTON 3/10/2013 Flood 0 0 

ROCKVILLE 3/10/2013 Flood 0 0 

BAGLEY 5/29/2013 Flash Flood 0 0 

BOSCOBEL 6/12/2013 Flood 0 0 

BRODTVILLE 6/21/2013 Flood 0 0 

BOSCOBEL 6/22/2013 Flash Flood 7,100,000 0 

BAGLEY 6/24/2013 Flash Flood 0 0 

BOSCOBEL 6/16/2014 Flood 0 0 
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LANCASTER 6/16/2014 Flood 0 0 

MUSCODA 6/19/2014 Flood 0 0 

POTOSI 6/19/2014 Flash Flood 5,000 0 

BURTON 2/19/2016 Flood 0 0 

BLOOMINGTON 7/23/2016 Flash Flood 0 0 

MT HOPE 7/23/2016 Flash Flood 10,000 0 

BURTON 7/23/2016 Flood 0 0 

CASTLE ROCK 7/23/2016 Flash Flood 0 0 

BRODTVILLE 7/23/2016 Flash Flood 0 0 

FIVE PTS 7/23/2016 Flash Flood 0 0 

ROCKVILLE 7/23/2016 Flood 0 0 

CASSVILLE 7/12/2017 Flash Flood 35,000 5,000 

GLENHAVEN 7/21/2017 Flash Flood 942,000 7,600,000 

ROCKVILLE 7/21/2017 Flood 0 0 

BURTON 7/21/2017 Flood 0 0 

     

TOTAL   $29.95M $13.4M 
* Events and damages are estimates provided by NOAA and do not always reflect the full cost of damages. 

 

Vulnerability Assessment 
The most common type of flooding in Grant County is flash flooding. Flooding at or near the Wisconsin, 

Mississippi, and Grant Rivers is also a regular occurrence. Storm-water flooding is an additional likely 

occurrence in Cities and Villages without dedicated storm-water systems. Grant County has a large 

number of dams and retention structures, which create an additional vulnerability to flooding from dam 

failure. Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to floods include: 

 Agricultural Industry - Loss of crop, livestock illness and possible death, soil erosion. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Property damage, loss of income. 

 Emergency Services - Warning systems; access to vulnerable populations such as older, poor, 

children, recreational park users, and visitors. 

 Environmental - Soil erosion, water contamination, loss of wildlife habitat, wildlife illness and 

possible death. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Flooded basements, collapsed foundations, damaged septic systems, 

collapsed wells, and destroyed/severely damaged homes. 

 Public Health - Harmful molds, water contamination. 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Property damage, downed transmission lines and 

poles, damaged transformers and telecommunication networks, damaged water treatment 

systems, diminished water quality from overflow and backup of sanitary sewer, roadway 

infrastructure damage including culvert and bridge damage. 
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Figure 10: 100-year Floodplain in Grant County 
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Future probability and potential loss 
On average there were 4.15 significant flooding events, of all types, per year in Grant County between 

1997 and 2017. Events are approximately half flash flooding and half flooding. According to the data, 

flash flooding is the most damaging and expensive flooding taking place in Grant County. Trends and 

research suggest that the frequency of future large rain events that cause flash flooding will increase 

and become more severe.15 With the increase of frequency and severity of these events it is likely that 

the future probability of all types of flooding will increase beyond the 4.15 events per year average. 

Community response indicates that flooding events are the most common events in the recent past. 

Since flash-flooding is localized in nature, risk will vary throughout the County. 

The average cost of a flooding event in Grant County between 1997 and 2016 was approximately 

$522,531.00. With increased frequency and severity of flooding events this expense is likely to increase 

without mitigation efforts. According to Wisconsin Emergency Management, there are currently four 

repetitive loss properties in Grant County that exist in a floodplain with an average loss of $21,964.23 

per claim. These properties are single family homes located in the Town of Paris, the Village of 

Dickeyville, the Town of Jamestown, and the Town of Beetown. These repetitive loss properties are only 

those identified by FEMA, many other properties that are or have the potential to be repetitive loss are 

well known to Grant County Emergency Management. 

Property damage and potential loss are likely to be higher than the previous average cost in the event of 

a dam failure. Two dams on the Mississippi River are considered High Hazard, meaning the failure of 

these dams would likely result in the loss of life and significant property damage See Figure 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
15 WICCI. Wisconsin’s Changing Climate: Impacts and Adaptations. https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/publications.php. 
 

https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/publications.php
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Figure 11: Dam Vulnerability in Grant County 
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Severe Thunderstorms 
The National Weather Service (NWS) definition of a severe thunderstorm is a thunderstorm that 

produces a tornado, winds of at least 58 mph, and/or hail at least 1” in diameter. Structural wind 

damage may imply the occurrence of a severe thunderstorm. A thunderstorm wind equal to or greater 

than 40 mph and/or hall of at least ½” is defined as approaching severe. A thunderstorm travels 

approximately 30-50 mph and runs its course within 30 minutes. Heavy rain, lighting, hail, tornadoes, 

and severe winds occur separately and in combination during severe thunderstorm events. Community 

responses indicated that there were 24 significant thunderstorm events in the recent past. The following 

four hazards: hail, lightning, thunderstorm winds, and tornadoes are associated with thunderstorms. 

Severe Thunderstorms – Hail Event 
The NWS defines hail as precipitation in the form of irregular pellets or balls of ice more than 5 mm in 

diameter. Hail can develop within thunderstorms when strong currents of rising air, known as updrafts, 

carry water droplets high within the storm. The cold air loft causes the water droplets to freeze. As the 

frozen droplet begins to fall toward the ground, rising currents within the storm lift the ice again. The 

hailstone gains an ice layer and grows increasingly larger with each ascent. Eventually the hailstone 

becomes too heavy for the updraft to support, and it falls to the ground. Injury and loss of life are rarely 

associated with hailstorms, however extensive property damage is possible, especially to crops. 

Historical Hail Events 
NOAA records hail events at the local government level. According to their records, Grant County 

experienced 220 hail events between 1966 and 2017. The total damages caused by Hail in these events 

was $3.52M in property damage and $15.973M in Crop Loss/Damage. That is approximately $89K on 

average in damages per hail event in Grant County. See Appendix D: Storm Event Database. 

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to hail are the following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Loss of crop, livestock injury and possible death. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Property damage (Roof and Vehicle damage), debris cleanup. 

 Emergency Services - Warning systems; access to vulnerable populations such as older, poor, 

children, park users, and visitors. 

 Environmental - N/A. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Property damage (Roof and Vehicle damage), debris cleanup. 

 Public Health - Dangerous road conditions. 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Property damage, downed transmission lines and 

poles, damaged transformers and telecommunication networks debris cleanup, road damage. 
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Future Probability and Potential Loss 
According to NOAA, on average there were 4.3 hail events per year between 1966 and 2017. Trends and 

research suggest an increase in large storm events during the spring and fall, when hail events are most 

likely to occur. From previous occurrences and an expected increase in events, Grant County can expect 

to have more than 4.3 hail events per year on average. The average cost in property and crop damages 

of a significant hail event in Grant County between 1955 and 2016 was $89K on average.  
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Figure 12: Hail Events in Grant County 
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Severe Thunderstorm – Lightning Event 
Lightning is a phenomenon associated with thunderstorms and occurs when the rising and descending 

air separates and builds up positive and negatively charged areas. Lightning results when the built up 

energy is discharged between the two areas. Lightning damage occurs when humans and animals are 

electrocuted, fires are caused by a lightning strike, materials are vaporized along the lightning path or 

sudden power surges cause damage to electrical or electronic equipment. 

Historical Severe Lightning Events 
NOAA records lightning events at the local government level. According to their records, Grant County 

experienced six significant and damaging lightning events between 2001 and 2017. The total damages 

caused by lightning in these events was $15.5K in property damage. That is approximately $2600.00 on 

average in damages per significant lightning event in Grant County. See Appendix D: Storm Event 

Database. 

 

Vulnerability Assessment 
In general lightning does not cause significant injury or damage. Yet, aspects of Grant County 

infrastructure and services most vulnerable to lightning are the following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Loss of crop, livestock injury and possible death. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Property damage. 

 Emergency Services - Warning systems; access to vulnerable populations such as older, poor, 

children, recreational park users, and visitors. 

 Environmental - N/A. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Property damage. 

 Public Health - Large crowds in open areas. 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Downed and damaged electrical lines, poles and 

antennae, damaged transformers, telephone lines and interrupted radio communications, 

debris clean up and road damage.  

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
According to NOAA, on average there were 0.375 lightning events per year in Grant County between 

2001 and 2017. Community responses did not indicate that lightning represented significant events in 

the recent past. Trends and research suggest an increase in large storm events during the spring and fall, 

when lightning events are most likely to occur.16 From previous occurrences and an expected increase in 

events, Grant County can expect to have more than 0.375 lightning events per year on average. The 

average cost in property and crop damages of a significant lightning event in Grant County between 

2001- 2017 was approximately $2,600 on average.  

                                                            
16 WICCI. (August 2016). Climate Wisconsin 2050: Scenarios of a State of Change. 
https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/resources/ClimateWI2050-Communites%20August%202016.pdf. 

https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/resources/ClimateWI2050-Communites%20August%202016.pdf
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Severe Thunderstorm - Thunderstorm Wind Event 
Thunderstorm Winds are winds of 58 mph or more and can cause extensive damage. In Wisconsin, these 

winds actually cause more year to year damage than tornadoes. They are most common between April 

and September and tend to peak in June. Additionally, wind events referred to as Straight-Line or Bow 

Echo are included in this vulnerability assessment. 

Historical Severe Thunderstorm Events 
NOAA records thunderstorm wind events at the local government level. According to their records, 

Grant County experienced 280 thunderstorm wind events between 1958 and 2017 (Figure 13). Total 

damages caused by these events was $5.872M in property damage and $2.01M in Crop Loss/Damage. 

That is approximately $28K on average in damages per significant thunderstorm wind event in Grant 

County. See Appendix D: Storm Event Database. 

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to thunderstorm winds are the 

following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Loss of crop, livestock injury and possible death. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Property damage (Roof and Vehicle damage), property loss, 

debris cleanup. 

 Emergency Services - Warning systems; access to vulnerable populations such as older, poor, 

children, recreational park users, and visitors, possibly human injury and/or death. 

 Environmental - N/A. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Property damage (Roof and Vehicle damage), property loss, debris 

cleanup. 

 Public Health - n/a 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Property damage, downed transmission lines and 

poles, damaged transformers and telecommunication networks debris cleanup, road damage. 

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
According to NOAA, on average there were 4.75 thunderstorm wind events per year in Grant County 

between 1958 and 2017. Community responses indicated that there were twenty four thunderstorm 

events and 15 straight-line wind events in the recent past of note. Trends and research suggest an 

increase in large storm events during the spring and fall, when thunderstorm events are most likely to 

occur. From previous occurrences and an expected increase in events, Grant County can expect to have 

more than 4.75 thunderstorm wind events per year on average. The average cost in property and crop 

damages of a significant thunderstorm wind event in Grant County between 1985-2016 was $28K on 

average.  
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Figure 13: Thunderstorm Wind Events in Grant County 
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Severe Thunderstorm – Tornado Event 
A tornado is a violently rotating funnel shaped column of air that may or may not touch the ground. 

Average winds in a tornado are 175-250 miles per hour and may produce winds in excess of 300 miles 

per hour. Tornado paths are generally not wider than a quarter mile and not longer than 16 miles. A 

tornado’s destructive power is in its high wind and sudden pressure changes. Tornados are associated 

with storm systems and are usually accompanied by hail, torrential rain, and intense lightning. In the 

U.S., tornados are classified according to the Enhanced Fujita Scale and generally land into one of six 

intensity categories, F0-F5.  

Historical Occurrence 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) records tornado events at the local 

government-level. According to their records, Grant County experienced 59 tornados between 1954 and 

2015. These tornados accounted for 12 reported injuries and no fatalities. Total damages caused by the 

59 tornado events in Grant County was $27.12M in property damage and $69.5K in Crop Loss/Damage. 

That is approximately $461K on average in damages per tornado event in Grant County. See Appendix D: 

Storm Event Database. 

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to tornadoes are the following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Loss of crop, livestock injury and possible death. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Property damage and loss. 

 Emergency Services - Warning systems; access to vulnerable populations such as older, poor, 

children, recreational park users, and visitors, possibly human injury and/or death. 

 Environmental - Habitat loss. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Property damage and loss. 

 Public Health - n/a 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Property damage, downed transmission lines and 

poles, damaged transformers and telecommunication networks debris cleanup, road damage. 

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
According to NOAA, on average there were 1.03 tornado events per year in Grant County between 1954 

and 2015. Community responses indicated that there were fifteen significant tornado events in recent 

memory. Trends and research suggest an increase in large storm events during the spring and fall, when 

tornado events are most likely to occur.17 From previous occurrences and an expected increase in storm 

events, Grant County can expect to have more than 1.03 tornado events per year on average. Grant 

County has experience tornados associated with large damages, causing approximately $461,000 in 

                                                            
17 WICCI. (August 2016). Climate Wisconsin 2050: Scenarios of a State of Change. 
https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/resources/ClimateWI2050-Communites%20August%202016.pdf. 

https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/resources/ClimateWI2050-Communites%20August%202016.pdf
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damages per event. Wisconsin Emergency Management estimated the future annual tornado loss to be 

$38,293.18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
18 Wisconsin Emergency Management. State of Wisconsin Hazard Mitigation Plan. (2008). 
http://www.emergencymanagement.wi.gov/mitigation/docs/State_of_Wisconsin_Hazard_Mitigation_Plan.pdf 
Page 4-63. 

http://www.emergencymanagement.wi.gov/mitigation/docs/State_of_Wisconsin_Hazard_Mitigation_Plan.pdf
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Map 14: Tornado Events in Grant County 
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Severe Winter Storms 
Winter storms include heavy snowstorms, blizzards, and ice storms. Winter storms cover broad 

geographical areas and one storm can impact entire regions of the state. The winter storm season in 

Wisconsin is from October to March. However, severe winter weather has occurred as early as 

September and as late as April and the early part of May in some locations of the State. Winter storms 

frequently result in problems of drifting snow and hazardous roadway conditions. According to the 

Wisconsin’s Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan (2008), there are five categories of winter storms: 

 Blizzard - The most dangerous of all winter storms, a blizzard combines low temperatures, heavy 

snowfall and winds of at least 35 miles per hour, reducing visibility to only a few yards. 

 Heavy Snowfall - A heavy snow storm produces six inches or more of snow in a 12-hour period 

or eight inches or more in a 24-hour period. 

 Ice Storm - An ice storm occurs when moisture falls and freezes immediately upon impact. 

 Freezing Drizzle/Freezing Rain - Rain that falls upon surfaces that are 32 degrees Fahrenheit or 

below freezing on impact 

 Sleet - Solid pellets or droplets of ice that forms from rain freezing before hitting the ground or 

the refreezing of largely melted snowflakes.  

Historical Occurrences 
NOAA records severe winter storm events at the local government level. According to their records, 

Grant County experienced 68 severe winter storms between 1996 and 2017. The total damages caused 

by the 68 winter storm events in Grant County was $23K in property damage. Considering the frequency 

of these storms and the potential damages due to heavy snow and closed road, it is likely that the 

number for property damage is under reported and that loss of services and income is not included in 

that number. See Appendix D: Storm Event Database. 

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to severe winter storms are the 

following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Livestock injury and possible death. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Property damage (Roof and Vehicle damage), property loss, 

income loss, transportation breakdown. 

 Emergency Services - Warning systems; access to vulnerable populations such as older, poor, 

children, recreational park users, and visitors, possibly human injury and/or death. Inability for 

Fire and Ambulance resources to reach emergency scenes due to impassible roads. Need for 

search and rescue of stranded motorists during extreme snowfall/blizzard events. 

 Environmental - N/A. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Property damage (Roof), property loss, and debris cleanup. 

 Public Health - Loss of electricity and natural gas services. 
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 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Property damage, downed transmission lines and 

poles, damaged transformers and telecommunication networks debris cleanup, road damage. 

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
According to NOAA, on average there were 3.23 severe winter storm events per year in Grant County, 

1996 - 2016. Community responses indicated that there were twenty severe snow storms and eleven ice 

storm events in recent memory across the county, many likely being the same events in different 

communities. Trends and research suggest a decrease in the time of freezing conditions necessary for 

Severe Winter Storms but suggest greater precipitation in the forms of both snow and rain, leading to a 

possible increase in ice storm events.19 From previous occurrences Grant County can expect to have, on 

average, 3.23 severe winter storm events per year. 

Wildland and Forest Fires 
A forest fire is any uncontrolled fire that occurs in woodland outside of the limits of an incorporated 

village or city. A wildfire is any instance of uncontrolled burning in brush, marshes, grasslands or field 

lands.  

Types of Fires include: 

 Interface or intermix fires occur in areas where both vegetation and structures provide fuel. 

These are also referred to as wildland-urban interface fires. 

 Firestorms occur during extreme weather (e.g. high temperatures, low humidity, and high 

winds) with such intensity that fire suppression opportunities are limited. These events typically 

burn until the weather or fuel conditions change, reducing fire behavior.  

Prescribed fire is the intentional application of fire to wildland natural fuels, under specific 

environmental conditions, to accomplish planned land management objectives. It is a commonly 

suggested management strategy and one of the most complicated and complex operations to 

implement.  

Historical Occurrences 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources records wildland and forest fire events at the local 

government level. According to their records, Grant County experienced 335 wildland and forest fires 

between 1982 and 2014. The total damages to property and crops is unknown. See Appendix E: Grant 

County Wild and Forest Fire Events. 

Vulnerability Assessment 
Areas of northern Grant County are more susceptible to wildfire and forest fire events, than areas south 

of Military Ridge (Figure 15). A large volume of pine growth creates stockpiles of underbrush in these 

areas. Particularly susceptible are the Towns of Muscoda, Watterstown, Woodman, Marion, Millville, 

                                                            
19 WICCI. (August 2016). Climate Wisconsin 2050: Scenarios of a State of Change. 
https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/resources/ClimateWI2050-Communites%20August%202016.pdf. 

https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/resources/ClimateWI2050-Communites%20August%202016.pdf
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and Wyalusing as well as the bluffs on the banks of the Mississippi River. Developed areas inside and just 

west of the Village of Muscoda are at elevated risk with homes located in wildland interface areas. 

Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to wildfires and forest fires are the 

following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Loss of Crop, loss of agricultural and industry buildings, livestock injury 

and possible death. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Property damage, property loss, income loss, transportation 

breakdown. 

 Emergency Services - Warning systems; access to vulnerable populations such as older, poor, 

children, recreational park users, and visitors, possibly human injury and/or death. 

 Environmental - Loss of wildlife habitat, wildlife illness and possible death, soil erosion. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Property damage, property loss, debris cleanup. 

 Public Health - Ash and smoke inhalation, fire debris, illness and loss of life. 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Property damage, downed transmission lines and 

poles, damaged transformers and telecommunication networks debris cleanup, road damage 

and closure, railroad track damage. 

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
According to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, on average there were 10.5 wildfire and 

forest fire events per year, 1982-2014. Community responses did not indicate recent fire hazards of 

note. Trends and research suggest that an increase in temperatures and droughts could increase the risk 

and severity of wildfires in the future.20 From previous occurrences, Grant County can expect to have, on 

average, 10.5 wildfire and/or forest fire events per year. Forest and Wildfires are by nature created 

through cycles of growth and death in prairies and forests. Events of greater severity could decrease the 

future probability of events, with underbrush being removed due to fire. Historically events have been 

small and the cost of damages is unknown.  

The potential for damages due to wildfire and forest fire grows each year. To mitigate the potential for 

damages, communities have begun to install dry-hydrants to readily supply water in rural places. Figure 

16 shows the location of current dry-hydrants. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
20 Ibid. 
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Figure 15: Wildfire Risk Frequency in Grant County (2017) 
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Figure 16: Dry-Hydrant Locations in Grant County (2017) 
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Drought 
Drought is a deficiency in precipitation over an extended period, usually a season or more, resulting in a 

water shortage causing adverse impacts on vegetation, animals, and/or people. The severity of the 

drought depends upon the degree of moisture deficiency, the duration, and the size of the affected 

area. 

According to the NWS, droughts can be described in four ways, Meteorological, agricultural, 

hydrological, and socioeconomic. Each of these droughts may, but do not necessarily, occur at the same 

time.  

 Meteorological drought measures how precipitation differs from normal levels in a local area. 

What might be considered a drought in one location may not be a drought in another. 

 Agricultural drought refers to a situation where the amount of moisture in the soil no longer 

meets the needs of a particular crop. 

 Hydrological drought occurs when surface and subsurface water supplies are below normal.  

 Socioeconomic drought refers to the situation that occurs when physical water shortages begin 

to affect people. Each of these droughts may, but do not necessarily, occur at the same time.  

NOAA records drought events using the Drought Monitor’s Drought Severity Classification. In this 

classification system, drought intensity categories are based on five key indicators (The Palmer Drought 

Index, The CPC Soil Moisture Model, USGS Weekly Streamflow, Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI), 

and Objective short and long term Drought indication Blends). After developing a calculation of these 

five quantitative indicators, The Drought Monitor then adjusts the final data to reflect real-world 

conditions as reported by exerts throughout the county. 21 

Historical Occurrences 
NOAA records drought events at the county level. According to their records, Grant County experienced 

eight drought events in 2012 and 2013. According to their records, Grant County did not experience 

crop damages during these events. NOAA’s figure is likely inaccurate, as drought damages are generally 

reported to the United States Department of Agriculture, insurance companies, or go unreported. 

Federal drought emergencies were officially declared in Wisconsin 1976, 1987, and 2005. Areas of the 

County with sandy soils report periods of drought like conditions almost annually. See Appendix D: 

Storm Event Database. 

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to Extreme Temperatures are the 

following: 

                                                            
21 NOAA. Drought Fact Sheet. (2012). 
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/csd/graphics/content/outreach/brochures/FactSheet_Drought.pdf . 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/csd/graphics/content/outreach/brochures/FactSheet_Drought.pdf
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 Agricultural Industry - Crop failure, livestock illness, and possible death. Particularly of concern 

are agricultural lands that are not irrigated. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Limited water for industrial uses. 

 Emergency Services - N/A. 

 Environmental - Wildlife illness and possible death. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Limited water for residential uses. 

 Public Health - Loss of potable water. 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Diminished water levels in municipal wells.  

Further, drought can lead to an increased risk of flooding (due to a loss of vegetation that stabilizes the 

earth in times of runoff) and increased risk of fire. Grant County is most vulnerable to agricultural 

drought. 

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
According to NOAA, on average there were 4 drought events per year in Grant County, in 2012 and 

2013. Trends and research suggest that both an increase in regularity and total precipitation throughout 

the year in Wisconsin will occur. Yet, droughts are complex natural occurrences and their severity and 

duration are difficult to predict. Short severe droughts may cause very large crop damages if they occur 

during the growing season, as can long droughts that last for periods of months or years.  
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Extreme Temperatures 
Extremely high or extremely low temperatures pose dangers to the health of people and animals. 

Although such extremes cannot be avoided, planning for their occurrences will minimize their impact. 

Historical Occurrences 
NOAA records extreme cold and heat events at the local government level. According to their records, 

Grant County experienced 6 extreme temperature events between 2008 and 2014. Extreme 

temperature events are regional and can vary in severity and duration. See Appendix D: Storm Event 

Database. 

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to Extreme Temperatures are the 

following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Loss of crop, livestock illness, and possible death. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - increased heating and cooling cost. 

 Emergency Services - Human illness and death (Heat Stroke, Dehydration, Frostbite, 

Hypothermia), particularly vulnerable are older or poor populations, children, and those that are 

isolated and do not have access to adequate heating or cooling sources. 

 Environmental - Wildlife illness and possible death, plant and tree damage. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Increased heating and cooling costs, frozen water pipes, roof 

damage 

 Public Health - Increased air contamination levels.  

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Diminished operations of public facilities and schools, 

frozen pipes, increased heating and cooling costs, increased electricity demand, and possible 

large scale power outages, road damages.  

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
According to NOAA, on average there were 0.83 extreme cold events per year in Grant County, 2008- 

2014. Only one extreme heat event is on record with NOAA, 1955- 2017. Community responses 

indicated additional events in the recent past. Potential loss from extreme temperature events are 

underreported and have not in the past taken into account higher energy consumption, road damages, 

or closing facilities. At the residential level, extreme temperatures present issues of human safety and 

property damage.  

The Wisconsin Department of Health Services developed a Heat Vulnerability index that takes into 

account population density, health factors, demographic and socioeconomic factors, and natural and 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

57 

built environment factors.22 Figure 17 shows areas of Grant County where the population is more 

vulnerable to extreme heat events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
22 WICCI. Wisconsin Heat Vulnerability Index identifies populations most at risk from extreme heat.(2015) 
https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/uploads/WICCICaseStudy_HVI.pdf . 

https://www.wicci.wisc.edu/uploads/WICCICaseStudy_HVI.pdf
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Figure 17: Heat Vulnerability Map for Grant County 
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Biological Hazards: Infestations, Blight, and Epidemics 
Insect infestations are the influx and detrimental development of insects that negatively affect humans, 

animals, and/or crops and materials. Blight is a biological plant disease especially one that is caused by 

fungus. An epidemic is the unusual increase in the number of cases of an infectious disease which 

already exists in a certain region or population. It can also refer to the appearance of a significant 

number of cases of an infectious disease in a region or population that is usually free from that disease. 

Historical Occurrences 
Biological Hazards have occurred on a regular basis in Grant County. Biological hazards change based 

upon climate and weather patterns. The Emerald Ash Borer was identified in Grant County in 2014.23 

Grant County was on the border Gypsy Moth Quarantine in 2017.24 Asian Carp have been found in the 

Wisconsin River in 2011 and 2013.25 Chronic wasting disease has been long established in Grant County’s 

whitetail deer population. Additionally, many invasive land and aquatic plants are currently established 

in Grant County. West Nile Virus has been found in adjacent counties in human and non-human animals 

and will likely spread.26 

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to biological hazards are the 

following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Loss of crop, livestock illness, and possible death. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - N/A. 

 Emergency Services - Human illness and death, particularly vulnerable are older or poor 

populations, children, and those that are isolated from emergency services. 

 Environmental - Wildlife illness and possible death, plant and tree damage, ecosystem damage. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Insect infestations. 

 Public Health - Human illness and possible death. 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - n/a  

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
It is likely that infestations of invasive insects, plants, and animals will continue to establish themselves 

in Grant County. Blights will continue to cause problems in years with heavy rainfall. Epidemics will also 

                                                            
23 Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection (WI DATCP). (2017) Confirmed EAB finds 
in Wisconsin by County and Municipality. 
https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/eab/articleassets/ConfirmedEABFindsInWisconsin.pdf . 
24 WI DATCP. (2017) Wisconsin Gypsy Moth Quarantined Counties Effective March 1, 2017. 
https://datcp.wi.gov/Documents/GMQuarantineMap.pdf . 
25 WIDNR. (2015) Asian Carp Control Efforts. http://dnr.wi.gov/news/mediakits/mk_carpcontrol.asp  
26 Wisconsin Department of Health and Human Services. (2017) West Nile Virus Activity Wisconsin 2017. 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/arboviral/westnilevirus.htm . 

https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/eab/articleassets/ConfirmedEABFindsInWisconsin.pdf
https://datcp.wi.gov/Documents/GMQuarantineMap.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/news/mediakits/mk_carpcontrol.asp
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/arboviral/westnilevirus.htm
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continue to affect Grant County into the future. Infestations, blights, and epidemics have the potential 

to cause large losses to environmental resources, crop damages, and human illness and possible death. 

Landslides and Embankment Failures 
The term landslide includes a wide range of ground movements such as rock falls, deep failure of slopes 

and shallow debris flows. Although gravity acting on an over-steepened slope is the primary reason for a 

landslide, there may be other contributing factors, including erosion by rivers or lakes, the weakening of 

rock and soil slopes through saturation by snowmelt or heavy rains, excess weight from the 

accumulation of rain or snow, stockpiles of rock or ore, waste piles, earthquakes, or from man-made 

structures stressing a weak slope. Landslides may include any combination of natural rock, soil, or 

artificial fill and are classified by their type of movement and material. 

Historical Occurrences 
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) keeps detailed records on when and where landslides occur. There 

are no records indicating significant landslides in Grant County. Despite this the USGS reports that 

landslides are a widespread geologic hazard, occurring in all 50 states. They cause on average $1 to $2 

billion in damages and more than 25 fatalities annually. Landslides are known to occur along limestone 

and sandstone bluffs of rivers and streams, which are common in Grant County.27 Homes and cottages 

built into the river bluffs near Potosi and other rural areas of Grant County are at risk of landslides 

during major rainfall events. 

While no data is available for embankment failures, they have occurred throughout Grant County 

following rain and flooding events.  

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to landslide and embankment 

failures are the following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Loss of crop, livestock injury, and possible death. Soil erosion. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - property damage. 

 Emergency Services - Warning Systems, possible human injury and death. 

 Environmental - Loss of habitat. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Property damage. 

 Public Health - N/A. 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Property damage, road damages and closures, utility 

service disruption. 

 

 

                                                            
27 United States Geological Survey (2017) Landslide Hazard Program. https://landslides.usgs.gov/aboutus/  

https://landslides.usgs.gov/aboutus/
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Future Probability and Potential Loss 
Despite a lack of landslide occurrences on record in Grant County, there is still a potential that a 

significant landslide will happen in the County. The future probability of embankment failures is greater 

than that of landslides.  

Sinkholes and Subsidence 
The United States Geological Survey (USGS) defines subsidence as “the loss of surface elevation due to 

removal of subsurface support.” While sinkholes more specifically occur where subsurface conditions of 

limestone, carbonate rock, salt beds, and/or rocks naturally dissolves by ground water circulation. As the 

rock dissolves, spaces and caverns develop underground. Sinkholes are dramatic because the land 

usually stays intact until the underground spaces get too big and suddenly collapse.  

Historical Occurrences 
While there are no reported large occurrences of sinkholes and subsidence in Grant County, this does 

not mean there are not small sinkholes and subsidence that have occurred, or that they won’t occur. In 

fact, Grant County is prone to sinkholes because of the large quantity of carbonate bedrock in the 

County. The majority of Grant County bedrock is carbonate, with the exception of the northern portion 

of the County along the Wisconsin River. These areas are prone to sinkholes and subsidence. Potential 

danger of sinkholes is also possible in areas of the county that were previously mined for lead and zinc. 

In the past these mining shafts have opened up in areas during development activity. Neighborhoods in 

Platteville and other Grant County communities have been constructed over or near abandoned mine 

sites. 

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to sinkholes and subsidence are the 

following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Loss of crop. Soil erosion. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Property damage. 

 Emergency Services - Warning Systems, possible human injury and death. 

 Environmental - N/A. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Property damage. 

 Public Health - N/A. 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Property damage, road damages and closures, utility 

service disruption. 

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
Grant County is prone to sinkholes because of the large quantity of carbonate bedrock and a history of 

lead and zinc mining. As development happens in the county, more mines will be discovered. The 

potential for loss due to sinkholes and subsidence can be very high. As there has been no large event to 

date, an accurate number is not known. 
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Earthquake 
An earthquake is caused by slipping plates that make up the earth’s crust. Earthquakes result in a 

sometimes violent shaking or trembling of the ground. An earthquake does not need to be of large 

magnitude to cause extensive damage. Areas that are less prone to this hazard are usually less prepared, 

which can result in significant damage. Although progress is being made in our ability to predict 

earthquakes, the most effective mitigation tools are through management of the built environment and 

community education. 

Historical Occurrences 
NOAA records earthquake events at their exact location. According to their records, no earthquakes 

were centered in Grant County in the years 1925-2016.28 Over the years, however, earthquakes 

centered else-where have been felt in Grant County. Most earthquakes that occur in Wisconsin are very 

low in intensity and barely felt. These very minor earthquakes are fairly common, occurring every few 

years. The nearest location where events of moderate magnitude have occurred is Illinois.  

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to earthquakes are the following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Storage infrastructure damage. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Property damage, disruption of services and goods. 

 Emergency Services - Warning Systems, possible human injury and death. 

 Environmental - N/A. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Property damage. 

 Public Health - N/A. 

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Property damage, damage and disruption to utilities 

including gas, electric, and water, road damage, and possible disruption of service. 

Earthquakes are able to cause a range of other disasters including fires.  

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
Most earthquakes that affect Grant County are very low in intensity and are not likely to cause any 

damage or be felt in any way. It is likely that low intensity earthquakes similar to those of the past will 

happen in the future. Yet, if a moderate to high intensity event were to happen in Grant County it would 

cause a large range of significant damage as buildings and infrastructure in Grant County were not built 

to withstand high intensity earthquakes.  

 

 

                                                            
28 NOAA (2017). US Earthquake Intensity Database. 
https://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/nndc/struts/form?t=101650&s=35&d=35 . 

https://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/nndc/struts/form?t=101650&s=35&d=35


 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

63 

Hazardous Material Incident 
A hazardous material incident is any uncontrolled release or threated release of any item or agent 

(biological, chemical, radiological, and/or physical), which has the potential to cause harm to humans, 

animals, or the environment, either by itself or through interaction with other factors based on the 

Institute of Hazardous Materials Management.29 

Historical Occurrences 
According to WEM, hazardous material incidents are often the result of the transportation of hazardous 

materials. The State of Wisconsin has had a total of 10,958 reported hazardous material transportation 

incidents for a total reported amount of $57M in damages. 

Vulnerability Assessment 
Aspects of Grant County infrastructure and services most vulnerable to hazardous material incidents are 

the following: 

 Agricultural Industry - Crop damage, damage to soil and productivity. 

 Business/industry infrastructure - Property damage, disruption of services and goods. 

 Emergency Services - Warning Systems, possible human injury and death. 

 Environmental - Loss of habitat, air, water, and soil contamination. 

 Residential Infrastructure - Property damage, evacuation, injury and possible death. 

 Public Health - Air, water, and soil contamination.  

 Public Infrastructure (including utilities) - Property damage, damage and possible disruption of 

service. 

Future Probability and Potential Loss 
The most likely scenario for future hazardous material incidents in Grant County would be resulting from 

a transportation incident via railroad, highway, or river. The Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) 

Railroad represents the region’s highest risk. In addition to massive quantities of extremely hazardous 

and flammable chemicals hauled by rail, the BNSF railroad running through western Grant County 

transports more crude oil than any other rail line in the nation. US Highway 151, and State Highways 11 

and 18 are Grant County’s highest volume corridors for the transport of hazardous chemicals by truck. 

River barge units are getting larger, with 20,000 bbl. Oil tankers becoming more common.  

Potential losses vary greatly depending on the extent and severity of the material. A 1996 train 

derailment in Weyauwega, WI involving burning LP tankers resulted in $28M in damages. A 2013 crude 

oil derailment in the town of Lac-Megantic, Quebec, Canada devastated the community and resulted in 

the deaths of 47 people.   

 

                                                            
29 Institute of Hazardous Material Management. What are Hazardous Materials? www.ihmm.org 

http://www.ihmm.org/about-ihmm/what-are-hazardous-materials


 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

64 

Chapter 4: Summary of Local Risks and Mitigation 
The following section presents tables of historic hazards and recent local hazards. Recommended 

strategies for each community are then presented in a table followed by another table of strategies that 

are ongoing for each community. The Villages of Muscoda, Livingston, and Montfort are located in both 

Iowa and Grant County, but were not included in Iowa County’s Plan; they are included in Grant 

County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan. Local strategies were identified by the planning team through a 

compilation of public input, local knowledge, and the county-wide risk assessment. Ongoing strategies 

are strategies that were identified to be beneficial to be ongoing and relevant to each community. Once 

local input was summarized, the planning team was asked to determine estimated costs, 

implementation responsibility, timeline for completion, and priority. 

Estimated Costs 

Strategies were developed with the understanding that financial and human resources are the greatest 

obstruction to communities undertaking hazard mitigation strategies. In the final review of each 

community’s strategies, estimated costs were considered in strategy prioritization. For high cost 

strategies, such as storm shelters and addressing public infrastructure, this plan encourages advanced 

preparation by undertaking studies to clearly identify needs and to prepare grant narratives ahead of 

time in order to maximize the use of state and federal funds. In several instances, the extent or severity 

of hazard related problems are not known at this time.  

Implementation Responsibility 

Each strategy is associated with a responsible party. In most cases hazard mitigation is the responsibility 

of local government. It other instances, hazard mitigation is under the jurisdiction of the State or 

County, and at times hazard mitigation is required by local business and land owners. In all cases, 

assistance in implementing the hazard mitigation strategy is provided by Grant County Emergency 

Management (GCEM).  

Timeline 

Each strategy has a unique timeline depending on complexity, location, and available resources. In 

general, timelines were based upon the estimated time it would take the responsible party to complete 

the strategy. 

Strategy Prioritization  
Strategies were prioritized based upon the risk assessment, local input, estimated costs, availability of 

local and county resources, and impact. Local Hazard Mitigation strategies were organized into High, 

Medium, and Low Priority. 

 High Priority: Planning and implementation on the strategy should begin as soon as possible and 

ideally be completed within five years, if determined to be the best course of action and 

economically feasible. 
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 Medium Priority: Implementation should begin following completion of high priority strategies 

or at least following initiation of high priority strategies, or as new resources become available. 

 Low Priority: The strategy should be considered for future consideration and be initiated once 

High and Medium priority items are addressed. 

City of Boscobel 
The City of Boscobel is the third most populous city in Grant County with 3,150 residents according to 

2016 population estimates. Boscobel is located on the northern boundary of Grant County on the 

southern banks of the Wisconsin River. The City is situated between bluffs and the Wisconsin River, with 

a large wetland area between the City and the River. Sanders Creek drains the surrounding land and 

moves through the city on its way to the Wisconsin River. Sanders Creek has a long history of backing up 

and causing flash flooding within the City. 

Table 8 - City of Boscobel Historical Disaster Events30 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding Annually  Sanders Creek backs up into the City. Silting has caused the Creek 
to have flow issues. 

5/21/2004 Sanders Creek flood. 

7/20/1950 Sanders Creek flood 

6/19/1947 Sanders and Crooked Creek flood, considered the worst flood in 
Boscobel’s history. 

6/22/1944 Sanders and Crooked Creek flood 

10/15/1900 Wisconsin River flood 

Flash Flooding June 2013, 
2014 

Unspecified 

5/22-23/2004 
and 6/16/2004 

Grey Street flooded 

6/15/1997 Unspecified 

Hail June 2013, 
2014, 2017 

Unspecified 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2013 and 2016 Severe wind damage 

2013 and 2014 Heavy rains 

8/20/2003 Falling trees and power lines. 

6/28/2003 Hail damage 

9/7/2001 Property and crop damages, and fallen trees and power lines. 

8/1/2000 Lighting damages at the Airport 

6/1/2000 Lighting damages to the wastewater treatment facility causing 
flooding and facilities damage. 

6/20/1998 Clusters of storms cause wind and hail damage. 

Tornado 6/12/1985 Unspecified 

                                                            
30 Grant County Hazard Mitigation Plan. 2013 
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6/1/1916 Unspecified 

Winter Storms 1/1/1910 Unspecified 

Spring 1959 Unspecified 

 

Table 9 - City of Boscobel Comments 
The City of Boscobel has four mobile home parks, none of which have a storm shelter. The units are in 
various states of repair and it is unlikely that many have tie-downs. The City of Boscobel has identified 
Blaine Gym as a temporary centralized storm shelter in the community. 

In the 1950s, a levy was built and some of the bends were removed from Sanders Creek. The levees 
were brought up to modern standards in the 1990s by the Army Corps of Engineers. The Creek now 
runs about 10-12 feet wide and 1–2 feet deep. Some flooding of residential property has been 
recorded since construction of the levee, specifically during the 2013 flood. 

The DNR is active in floodplain management of publicly held land along the Wisconsin River and 
provides assistance with fire response. 

In this part of the County, DNR requires a burning permit anytime the ground is not snow-covered 
during the months of January, February, March, April and May 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 61 and 133 and train traffic on the Wisconsin Southern 
Railroad increase the possibility of a hazardous materials spill.  

There are annual problems with flooding along Sanders Creek at the STH 61, the railroad crossing, and 
the Bluff Street bridge. The State Highway 61 crossing is a 10 foot wide box culvert and should be 
replaced a larger bridge. 

The Fire Department and EMS have addressed space concerns since the 2013 Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

 

Table 10 - City of Boscobel Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 1 year Public Works $4K – 
$10K 

Develop and implement plan to clear brush 
from Saunders Creek floodplain.  

High 1 year Boscobel EMS Existing 
Staff 
Time 

EMS to Join MABAS. 

High 2 years City/ SWWRPC Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Undertake study for potential dredging of 
Saunders Creek confluence with Wisconsin 
River. 

High 2 years City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Identify flood prone properties near Saunders 
Creek and develop mitigation strategies. 

High 2 years Sheriff’s 
Dept./GCEM 

Unknown Address existing Public Safety Radio and Paging 
problems. 

High 2 years Village / GCEM $5-20K Improve fire department swiftwater rescue and 
river/water rescue capabilities through 
planning, training and equipment acquisition. 
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Medium 5 years Village $10-500K Improve fire department preparedness for 
wildland fires, including acquisition of 
compliant protective wear and firefighting 
equipment. Consider partnering as a region to 
procure additional wildland firefighting 
apparatus such as a Type III 4x4 wildland 
engine. 

Medium 5 years City/ Public 
Works 

Unknown Address stormwater management on Sunset 
Lane. 

Medium 2 years City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium 5 years City/ Grant 
County 
Highway Dept./ 
WisDOT 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation and County Highway 
Department to address road flooding in 
coordination with future road improvement 
projects. 

Medium 5 years City/ WisDOT/ 
Rail Operator 

$0 - $50k Work with Rail Operator (Wisconsin and 
Southern Railroad) to maintain and improve 
crossings and upgrade railroad tracks to Class 2. 

Low 3 years City/ Town/ 
NRCS 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with Boscobel Township and NRCS to 
address erosion and silting in Saunders Creek. 

Low 5 years City/ Local 
Businesses 

$500 - 
$3000 

Work with local businesses to educate and 
develop Continuity of Operations Plans. 

Low 5 years City Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Pursue stormwater management system 
upgrades and consider adopting a stormwater 
ordinance. 

 

Table 11 - City of Boscobel Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Police, Fire, 
EMS, and 
Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Once a member, maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for 
Fire and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand 
natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 
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Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to implement stormwater ordinance. 

City/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 
 

City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 18: City of Boscobel 
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City of Cuba City 
The City of Cuba City has a population of 1,847 people according to 2016 population estimates. Cuba 

City is located on State Highway 80 the boundary of Grant and Lafayette Counties. Since the 2013 

Hazard Mitigation Plan, the City is in the process of upgrading stormwater management systems.  

Table 12 - City of Cuba City Historical Disaster Events31 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 7/23/2010 Flooding caused extensive damage to water treatment plant and 
sewer system. 

7/1993 Flooding and high winds cause damage throughout the City. 

1969 Flooding on all main highways and streets. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2017 Severe thunderstorm winds 

2014 Hail recorded 

2010 Severe Thunderstorm Winds and Heavy Rains 

5/22/2005 Heavy rains caused road washouts and damage. Strong winds 
caused additional damage. 

6/16/2005 Heavy rains caused road washouts and damage. Strong winds 
caused additional damage. 

7/1998 Heavy rain and strong winds. 

Tornado 1930s Agricultural structure was destroyed. 

Winter Storms 2011  

2/4/2011 Record snowfall in short period of time closed all streets. 

1978 Ice storm led to power failure and the need for a generator to run 
City services.  

 

Table 13 - City of Cuba City Comments 
Stormwater surface run-off and high groundwater levels are responsible for the majority of flooding. 
The water table is quite close to the surface, causing residents to run their sump pumps continuously 
during extended periods of rain to keep water from causing damage to their homes. Two new lift 
stations, each with their own generator, were installed in the 2000s, reducing sewage back-flow into 
homes. 

Some homes do not have basements, which presents a storm shelter challenge.  

Several improvements to stormwater system have been completed throughout the city since 2013, 
yet more work and maintenance needs to be completed. 

The northern well, City Hall, all lift stations, the sewer plant and the Fire Department are equipped 
with generators for use during electrical outages.  

During periods of heavy, blowing snow, the City is cut off from the northern part of the County due to 
severe drifting across U.S. Highway 80. 

 
 

                                                            
31 Ibid. 
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The industrial park is located on the south edge of the City. Approximately ninety employees work in 
the park and no adequate storm shelters are provided in or near these buildings. The City expects that 
growth in the industrial park will be toward the east and into Lafayette County. 

There are three mobile homes located within the City, all located on the same piece of property. 
Approximately three residents live in these homes. There are no tie downs. Residents would have to 
go to another location for storm shelter. Residents have relied on the neighborhood bank, but most 
storms in the area seem to occur when the bank is closed. 

The City is a bedroom community to Dubuque and current growth trends indicate that growth will 
continue at the current average of four or five houses per year over the next few years. However, 
there is limited ability to construct basements. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 80 and 11 increase the possibility of a hazardous materials 
spill. 

 

Table 14 - City of Cuba City Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Sheriff’s 
Dept./GCEM 

Unknown Address existing Public Safety Radio and Paging 
problems. 

Medium 2 years City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium 5 years City/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building public shelters 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

Medium 5 years City $10,000 Pursue Stormwater management system 
upgrades and consider adopting a Stormwater 
Ordinance. 

Low 5 years City/ Local 
Businesses 

$500 - 
$3000 

Work with local businesses to educate and 
develop Continuity of Operations Plans. 

 

Table 15 - City of Cuba City Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Police, Fire, 
EMS, and 
Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand 
natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan Existing Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
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Commission Staff Time strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to implement stormwater ordinance. 

City/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 
 

City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 19: City of Cuba City 
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City of Fennimore 
The City of Fennimore is located at the intersection of State Highway 61 and US Highway 18. The City is 

situated on Military Ridge in the northern half of Grant County. The City of Fennimore has a population 

of 2,487 people according to 2016 population estimates.  

Table 16 - City of Fennimore Historical Disaster Events32 
Hazard  Date Description 

Extreme Cold 2015 An extreme cold weather event occurred. 

Flooding 2016 Unspecified 

8/5/1951 Over six inches of rain fell in 3 hours. 

Ice Storms Annually  

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2017 Lightning caused damages in the City. 

2015 Hail 

2014 Severe thunderstorms and hail. 

2012 Severe thunderstorm winds. 

8/7/2001 Strong thunderstorm winds caused property and crop damages. 

6/19/1998 Strong thunderstorm winds caused property and crop damages. 

5/31/1998 Strong thunderstorm winds and large hail caused property and 
crop damages. 

Tornado 2014 Unspecified 

Winter Storms 2014, 2011, 
2008 

 

1994 Heavy snow collapsed roof of skating rink. 

 

Table 17 - City of Fennimore Comments 
Blowing and drifting snow is a problem on the western areas of residential sections of the City as well 
as in the open areas within the Industrial/Business Park. 

The City has identified all surrounding areas as potential growth areas. This presents issues with 
increasing risk of natural hazards. Historical data indicates that this area is frequently in the path of 
tornado activity. 

The City has its own diesel power plant in the downtown area, which can be put on line in the event a 
natural hazard eliminates electrical service.  

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 61 and 18 increase the possibility of a hazardous materials 
spill. 

There is currently a storm shelter in James Court but no storm shelter exists in Maple Court. 

In 2014, the City undertook substantial stormwater system upgrades on the south end of the City. Yet, 
stormwater on the north end of the City remains an issue, but is being addressed in conjunction with 
the construction of the new grocery store. 

 

                                                            
32 Ibid. 
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Table 18 - City of Fennimore Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years City $0-75k Evaluate outdoor warning siren system 
coverage and whether changes are needed; if 
no changes needed conduct additional 
outreach regarding the purpose of outdoor 
warning sirens and the need for weather radios 
for in-home use. 

High 5 years City/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building public shelters 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

Medium 5 years City $10,000 Pursue Stormwater management system 
upgrades and consider adopting a Stormwater 
Ordinance. 

Medium 2 years City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium 2 years City/ GCEM/ 
Southwest 
Technical 
College 

$500 Work with Southwest Technical College to 
integrate response plans for Hazardous 
Material, Evacuation, and Transportation 
Incidents. 

Low 5 years City/ WIDNR $500 Work with WIDNR to address issues of Emerald 
Ash Borer and create an urban tree plan. 

 

Table 19 - City of Fennimore Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Police, Fire, 
EMS, and 
Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand 
natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 
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Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to implement stormwater ordinance. 

City/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 
 

City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

77 

Figure 20: City of Fennimore 
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City of Lancaster 
The City of Lancaster is the county seat of Grant County and is the location of Grant County Emergency 

Management, Grant County Sheriff’s Department, and Grant County Conservation, Sanitation, and 

Zoning. The City of Lancaster has the second highest population of cities in Grant County with a 2016 

estimated population of 3,760 people.  

Table 20 - City of Lancaster Historical Disaster Events33 
Hazard  Date Description 

Extreme 
Temperatures  

2013, 2014 Extremely cold temperatures were reported. 

Unspecified Extremely hot temperatures were reported. 

Flooding 2016,2017 Flooding occurred. 

2010 Heavy rains and saturated grounds cause extensive damage, 
mainly to residential foundations. 

2008 Heavy rains and saturated grounds cause extensive damage, 
mainly to residential foundations. 

2007 Heavy rains and saturated grounds cause extensive damage, 
mainly to residential foundations. 

5/23/2004 & 
6/16/2004 

Damage to residences, including extensive foundation damage. 

7/1992 Klondyke Park flooded. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2015, 2016 Severe thunderstorm winds.  

2009 Hail. 

5/23/2004 & 
6/16/2004 

Lightning damage to two pump stations, golf course structures, 
and general electrical damage. 

7/9/2001 Strong thunderstorm winds caused property and crop damage. 

6/18/2001 Strong thunderstorm winds and hail caused property and crop 
damage. 

6/2000 FEMA funds were received following a declaration and use for the 
following: 
- Removed debris and replaced sand on Memorial Park volleyball 
courts and replaced fence surrounding the park.  
- Replaced topsoil on putting greens at municipal golf course. 
- Replaced two electric motors at Memorial Park lift stations. 
- Repaired asphalt, and replaced concrete storm sewer inlet and 10 
feet of curb and gutter on Hickory Street. 
- Replaced two concrete storm sewer inlets and 30 feet of curb 
and gutter on Maple St.  
- Gravel replaced in two alleys.  
- Repaired asphalt at Lincoln and Grant Street intersection. 
- Repaired three sections of asphalt on Washington St. 

                                                            
33 Ibid. 
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- Repaired one section of asphalt on Willow St. 

5/17/2000 Large hail caused automotive and residential damages. 

6/28/2000 Straight-line winds left two paths of destruction. Considered the 
worst storm in twenty-five years. 

6/18/1998 Strong winds toppled trees, caused crop and property damages. 

6/16/1977 Large hail caused automotive and residential damages. 

Tornado 6/18/1998 A tornado touched down within the City causing significant 
property damages. 

Disease 
Outbreak 

1854 Cholera and Smallpox 

Severe Winter 
Storms 

2013, 2014 Heavy Snow Events. 

 

Table 21 - City of Lancaster Comments 
Recent population growth has placed some areas, including the industrial park and some residential 
areas, outside the range of the warning sirens. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 35, 61 and 81 increase the possibility of a hazardous 
materials spill. 

In 2011, the City purchased and demolished two repetitive loss structures using FEMA funds. The City 
has maintained an aggressive schedule of removing flood-prone properties and implementing 
infrastructure improvements to address stormwater management.  

 

Table 22 - City of Lancaster Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a joint 
municipal-county Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

High 5 years City/ GCEM $400K- 
$1M 

Identify and/or explore building public shelters 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

High 1 years City $25K-75K Evaluate existing public warning siren system 
and develop a plan for replacement or 
improvement of sirens, controllers and other 
components. Transition from landline-based to 
radio-based activation prior to December 2018. 

Medium 5 years City Unknown Pursue stormwater management system 
upgrades as opportunities arise. 

Low 1 years City $1000 Work with Nursing Homes and Mobile Home 
Parks to develop and educate on evacuation 
Plans. 
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Low 5 years City/ Local 
Businesses 

$500 - 
$3000 

Work with local businesses to educate and 
develop Continuity of Operations Plans. 

 

Table 23 - City of Lancaster Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Police, Fire, 
EMS, and 
Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand 
natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to implement stormwater ordinance. 

City/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 
 

City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 21: City of Lancaster 
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City of Platteville 
The City of Platteville is the most populous municipality in Grant County with a population of 12,537 

people according to a 2016 population estimate. The City is home to the University of Wisconsin – 

Platteville, a four year undergraduate campus. The student population was approximately 8,558 

students for the 2017 – 2018 year according to University of Wisconsin Student Statistics. The City is 

bordered by US Highway 151 on the South and East. 

 

Table 24 - City of Platteville Historical Disaster Events34 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2017 Unspecified 

2010 Heavy rains and saturated grounds caused extensive damage to 
residential foundations. 

2008 Heavy rains and saturated grounds caused extensive damage to 
residential foundations. 

2007 Heavy rains and saturated grounds caused extensive damage to 
residential foundations. 

6/2000 Heavy rains caused damage to Rountree Branch Trail and in 17 
locations throughout the city. North Court Street flooded. 

1993 Heavy rains caused property damage on north end of Water Street 
and on the south side of Highway 151. The sewer system was 
damaged and temporary pumps were needed. East Mineral, West 
Madison, West Main, Water, and Hathaway Streets had damage. 

Flash Flooding 5/23/2004 & 
6/16/2004 

Minor damage reported and some storm sewers plugged. 

5/1999 Flash flooding caused property and crop damage. Union Street was 
flooded, sanitary sewer has since been corrected. Several feet of 
water inundated nearby Mobile Home Park, residents were 
evacuated. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2014-2017 Severe thunderstorms happen annually. 

2011 Hail event occurred. 

9/7/2001 High winds caused property and crop damages. 

5/18/2000 Hail caused property and crop damages. 

5/8/2000 High winds caused property and crop damages. Downed power 
poles and trees were reported. 

7/1998 Heavy wind and rains. FEMA award for damages caused. 

6/19/1998 Very high winds caused property and crop damages. 

Subsidence 1997 The street in front of 290 Lutheran Street subsided due to 
abandoned mineshaft. 
 
 

                                                            
34 Ibid. 
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Unspecified Subsurface changes caused a spring to appear in a resident’s yard 
on Water Street. The water was diverted into street and storm 
sewers. 

Unspecified Soil subsidence required filling with breaker rock and soil on 
Jackson and Jefferson Streets. 

Severe Winter 
Storm 

2013 Blizzard event occurred. 

Earthquake 1/2/1912 & 
5/26/1909 

Tremors caused minor structural damage. 

Tornado 2015, 2014 (x2) Tornadoes caused significant residential damages and damage to 
the University. 

 

Table 25 - City of Platteville Comments 
The City of Platteville Fire Station is antiquated and undersized, leaving no space for storage of 
additional equipment. The Fire Station doors are too low for new equipment unless special ordered at 
an additional cost. 

A new EMS facility was constructed on the Southwest Health Campus creating greater space for 
equipment storage.  

In 2012, the stormwater system was reconstructed on Water Street. Since then there has been no 
flooding issues on Water Street, even during the 5 inch rain event in 2017. Localized flooding issues 
remain an issue with stormwater drainage areas parallel to Water Street. There is the potential to 
address this issue with retention ponds. 

The City updated its emergency siren system prior to the 2013 Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

There are many underground mines and mineshafts in and around the City. Although partially 
addressed, sinkholes in the northeast portion of the City still the potential to cause problems on 
Lutheran, Jackson, Water, East Mineral and East Main Streets. 

The majority of businesses in the Business 151 and Valley Road commercial districts, the City 
wastewater treatment plant and the City impoundment site and area Chamber of Commerce are 
located in the floodplain. 

There has been no earthquake evaluation for public buildings in the City. 

The Platteville Industrial Park employs approximately 450 people and does not have a storm shelter. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 80, 81, Business 151 and CTH XX increase the possibility of a 
hazardous materials spill.  

The City and University have adopted stormwater management ordinances. 

 

Table 26 - City of Platteville Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years GCEM/ City $400K - 
$1M 

Identify and/or explore building public shelters 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 
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High Annually City/ GCEM $500 Encourage residents to sign up for wireless 
mass notification system. 

Medium 2 years City/ GCEM/ 
UW – Platteville 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. Work 
with University of Wisconsin – Platteville. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium Annually City Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate residents and vulnerable populations 
about safe facilities during extreme 
temperature and storm events.  

Medium Annually City/ UW – 
Platteville 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Continue to work with UW – Platteville to 
integrate safety and response plans. 

Medium 5 years City $0 -
$10,000 

Continue to enforce stormwater ordinance and 
pursue stormwater system upgrades through 
natural systems. 

Medium 3 years City $4000- 
$6000 

Identify areas of historic mining and risk of 
subsidence, and educate the public on 
potentially hazardous locations. 

 

Table 27 - City of Platteville Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Police, Fire, 
EMS, and 
Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire and EMS 
services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand 
natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to implement stormwater ordinance. 

City/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 
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Figure 22: City of Platteville 
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Village of Bagley 
The Village of Bagley is located on the western border of Grant County. The Village is situated between 

the western bluffs of Grant County and the Mississippi River. The village has an estimated population of 

369 people according to a 2016 population estimate. Due to its location on the Mississippi River and at 

the base of bluffs, the Village is prone to regular flash flooding and has experience flash flooding on a 

regular basis. The town has a large temporary, seasonal population during the summer and fall months 

and has two Storm Shelters for the large vulnerable population. 
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Table 28 - Village of Bagley Historical Disaster Events35 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2013 (x2) Flash flooding 

2010/2008/2007 Significant flash-flooding in the central part of the Village due to 
Dry Hollow Creek being over capacity. 

6/16/2004 Water main rupture due to high waters and high ground water 
pressure. 

5/1-18/2001 Mississippi River flooding caused significant damages. 

4/13/2001 Heavy rains combined with snowmelt run-off caused Mississippi 
River flooding. This flooding event resulted in six counties, 
including Grant, being eligible for federal disaster relief funds. 

6/2000 Heavy rains over a short period of time caused flash flooding. 
Debris plugged the railroad bridge at the south end of Main Street 
causing waters to back into Bagley and Main Street. 

4/3/1997 Several homes and businesses were damaged due to record 
flooding on the Mississippi River. 

8/1/1981 Heavy rains caused property damage. 

1967 Spring flood caused damage to River of the Lakes area. 

1965 Mississippi River flooding caused property damage including 75% 
of cottages in River of Lakes Resort and mobile homes being 
flooded. It is believed the railroad bridge contributed to the 
flooding. 

1948 Heavy rains and flooding isolated the town, the railroad bridge 
and built-up track is thought to have contributed to the flooding. 

1939 Sand Bridge was washed out by floodwaters. The bridge had to be 
rebuilt. 

1935 Mississippi River flooding and snow-melt caused flooding. Debris 
buildup at the railroad bridge contributed to flooding. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2012, 2016, 
2017 

Severe thunderstorm wind events occurred. 

2008, 2011, 
2017 

Hail events occurred. 

2000 Strong thunderstorm winds caused property and crop damages. 

5/16/1999 Strong thunderstorm wind and hail caused property damage. 

6/19/1998 Strong thunderstorm winds caused property and crop damages. 

6/18/1998 Strong thunderstorm winds cause damage to campers at 
Jellystone Campground. 

1993 FEMA award to clean up wind generated debris. 

Straight Line 
Winds 

2015, 2016  

                                                            
35 Ibid. 
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Tornado 2013 Unspecified 

5/1/1985 Tornado hit the south side of Bagley and the vicinity of the rock 
quarry. 

Winter Storms Unspecified Heavy Snow 

1976/1977 Ice storm left the village without power for three days. 

1957/1958 Roofs on buildings collapsed and train was stuck due to heavy 
snow. 

Disease 1911 Diphtheria outbreak. 

 

Table 29 - Village of Bagley Comments 
Flooding due to spring rain events relating to the Mississippi River and heavy rainfall events during 
other times of the year have caused the most damages of applicable natural hazards. The community 
is susceptible to two kinds of flooding:  
- Mississippi River flooding, which is slow and predictable. 
- Flash-flooding, which is frequent and devastating. This type of flooding is unpredictable due to bluff 
terrain surrounding the community. 

The Village received FEMA funding in 2001 following flooding on the Mississippi River. The funds were 
used to remove debris at the water treatment plant; repair damaged electrical service and replace 
meter pedestals and one electric box pedestal. During this time, the Village also received FEMA funds 
to reimburse for costs of dumpster rental, Village overtime, the use of a dump truck, portable toilet 
rental and emergency repair of the sewage grinder pump cabling. 

Since the 2013 Hazard Mitigation Plan, railroad crossings and approaches have been upgraded. Ties 
have been replaced and rail has been updated with continuous-welded rail, which is safer than the 
previous jointed rail. Emergency vehicles still have trouble accessing Jay’s Landing due to the low 
railroad bridge. The railroad and the Village have worked together in recent years to clear debris and 
coordinate during large storm events. 

In 2013 and 2014 two storm shelters were built in the Village, including one in the River of the Lakes 
Resort area. 

In 2003, GCEM purchased two repetitive loss properties in the Village through the FEMA buyout 
program.  

Housing in the flood prone areas of the Village are being reconstructed according to FEMA 
requirements. 

Dry Hollow Creek Basin was dredged in 2012-2014 which resolved many stormwater issues. 
Additionally, the Village worked with landowners upstream to address debris clean-up. The railroad 
bridge that had impeded Dry Hollow Creek has been dredged and is currently being maintained by the 
Village and the railroad. 

The Village wastewater treatment plant is in the floodplain yet it has never experienced any issues 
during high water events. 
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Table 30 - Village of Bagley Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 3 years Village/ GCEM $0 - $20K Work with engineers to develop and implement 
solutions to flash flooding from Dry Hollow and 
Glass Hollow. Strategies are to move 
stormwater away from and out of village 
despite the challenges presented by the 
railroad serving as a levee. 

High 5 years Village/ GCEM $0 - $2K Evaluate water treatment plant hazard risk and 
mitigation efforts. 

High 2 years Sheriff’s 
Dept./GCEM 

Unknown Address existing Public Safety Radio and Paging 
problems. 

High 1 year Village $3K-20K Evaluate warning siren system. Install controller 
on sewer plant siren to allow for remote radio 
activation. 

High 2 years Village / GCEM $5-20K Improve fire department swiftwater rescue and 
river/water rescue capabilities through 
planning, training and equipment acquisition. 

Medium 2 years Village/GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a joint 
municipal-county Emergency Operations Plan, 
including responses to train derailment/hazmat. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 
Educate community on shelter in place and 
mass-evacuation procedures which could be 
necessitated by railroad incidents. 

Medium 1 years Village $100 Educate the public on the availability of Storm 
shelters. 

Medium 5 years City/ WisDOT/ 
Rail Operator 

$0 - $50k Work with Rail Operator to maintain and 
improve crossings and upgrade railroad tracks 
to Class 2. 

Medium 5 years GCEM/ WEM/ 
Village 

Unknown Identify flood prone structures throughout 
village and recommend mitigation strategies.  
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Table 31 - Village of Bagley Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so 
that critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during 
times of power failure. 
 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 23: Village of Bagley 
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Village of Bloomington 
The Village of Bloomington is a ridge top community in northwestern Grant County. The Village has 

population estimated in 2016 of 715 residents. The Village has a well utilized fairgrounds and a large 

public park. The Blake Fork tributary of the Grant River runs adjacent to the Village and moves through 

the public park, where the Village has implemented mitigation measures to respond to annually flooding 

of the tributary.  

 

Table 32 - Village of Bloomington Historical Disaster Events36 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2012 Flooding of the Blake Fork occurred. 

2010 Flooding took out footbridge in park and washed out the banks of 
the Blake Fork and the park road and parking lot. 

7/31/2000 5 inches of rain caused damage to the park and sewer plant. Sewer 
backups reported at two residences. 

1994 Flooding caused a backup of 6-8 inches of raw sewage into a home 
and Hermsen’s office space and sheds. 

7/1993 FEMA award to make repairs at the sampler and sewer plant. 
Damages at the Village Park also repaired. 

Flash Flooding 2017 Flash flooding event. 

5/23/2004 & 
6/16/2004 

Flooding washed out bridge in the park. Stormwater damage 
occurred behind St. Mary’s School. 

1982 Warehouses and feed storage were flooded and contents were 
damaged or destroyed. 

Late 1850s The flood washed out a bridge and part of the dam behind the 
flour mill. The mill closed when the owners could not afford to 
rebuild the dam. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2014 Strong thunderstorm winds. 

5/10/2001 Strong winds caused property damage. 

8/14/1998 Heavy rains and strong winds caused property damage. 

8/5/1998 Heavy rains, strong winds, and hail caused property damage. 

8/4/1998 Heavy rains and high winds caused property damage. 

7/1998 Two FEMA awards were used to repair a stormwater sewer 
collapse, remove storm debris from streets and park and 
embankment collapses around the Village. 

Summer 1939 Grandstands at Bloomington Fairgrounds were destroyed. 

Winter Storms 2/2/2010 Snow closed roads and had to be hauled out of the Village. 

3/1976 Ice storm caused 3 day power outage. Lack of generators caused 
people to lose perishable food goods.  

 

 

                                                            
36 Ibid. 
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Table 33 - Village of Bloomington Comments 
Stormwater infiltrates the sanitary sewer and the Village only been marginally successful in stopping 
this. They have not been able to locate the source of the infiltration despite having televised the 
entire system. When large rain events occur, the stormwater will overload the waste water treatment 
plant and the Village will need to pump out waste and stormwater onto fields. 

Flooding in the area of Blake’s Fork Creek damaged warehouses and feed storage warehouses in this 
area in August 1998. Warehouses remain in the path of high water on Blake’s Fork Creek. The Village 
Park is built in the flood plain, during high rain events the parking lot will wash away. One residential 
property will also become flooded during high rain events. The Village wastewater treatment plant is 
located in the floodplain but it has not experienced flooding during high rain events. 

The Village cleaned out the storm drain on South Pleasant Street by the car wash and replaced a 
collapsed five foot storm sewer pipe near the West Grant Rescue Squad building on Wall Street.  

Wind-blown snow causes problems from Mill Street to East Front Street; the north end of Bluebird 
Lane and Fairground Road to Ash Lane; and on Mill Street by the Middle School, Warco Lane and 4th 
Street. 

 

Table 34 - Village of Bloomington Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 3 years Village/ WIDNR Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR to address stormwater 
infiltration. 

High 1 Year Village $3-30K Evaluate warning sirens; repair or replace 
malfunctioning sirens and siren controllers. 

Low 5 years Village $10 - 
$20k 

Consider mitigating potential flooding of 
parking lots at park. Consider seal coating 
gravel lot. 

Low 5 years Village/ GCEM $0- 
$500K 

Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

 

Table 35 - Village of Bloomington Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 
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Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 

Village/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 24: Village of Bloomington 
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Village of Blue River 
Similar to other communities on the northern boundary of Grant County, the Village of Blue River is 

located within the Wisconsin River Valley at the base of steep bluffs. Blue River is the location of one of 

the four bridges that cross the Wisconsin River in Grant County. The estimated 2016 population was 455 

people. 

 

Table 36 - Village of Blue River Historical Disaster Events37 
Hazard  Date Description 

Extreme 
Temperatures 

2013, 2014 Extreme cold temperatures. 

Flooding 2013, 2017 Unspecified flooding. 

Summer 1950 Flooding throughout the Village and river valley. 

Unspecified 
1947/48  

Creek overflowed in the fields and streets of the Village. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2010, 2017 (x2) Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

5/16/1999 High winds caused property damage. 

6/20/1998 High winds and hail caused property damage. 

6/18/1998 High winds caused property and crop damage. 

1994 Trees damaged and electricity blackouts. 

Winter Storms Unspecified Blizzards were identified in 2018 community responses. 

1980s A severe ice storm toppled trees and power lines causing several 
day power outages. 

Drought Annually  

Summer 2003 Extensive crop damage. 

Insect 
Infestation 

Summer 2003 Army worms infested nearby fields causing crop damage. 

Late 1980s Army worms infested nearby fields causing crop damage. 

 

Table 37 - Village of Blue River Comments 
There are several mobile homes throughout the community. The community building is the only 
storm shelter and it is only unlocked during business hours. 

The intersections of Grant and Jay Streets and Exchange and Jay Streets are often flooded by 
stormwater. 

Prior analysis suggests that the Blue River Fire Station may be subject to flooding due to its location in 
the floodplain, yet there have been no issues with flooding in recent memory. 

In this part of the County, DNR requires a burning permit anytime the ground is not snow covered 
during the months of January, February, March, April and May. 

In 2017, a generator was installed at municipal sewer system. 

  

 

                                                            
37 Ibid. 
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Table 38 - Village of Blue River Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Village/ WIDNR Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage property owners to 
remove brush and vegetation to prevent forest 
and wildfires. 

High 3 years Village/ Rail 
Operator/ 
GCEM/ WisDOT 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with railroad operator to develop a plan 
to maintain all at-grade rail crossings and 
ensure they are clear of debris. 

High 2 years Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Identify flood prone properties and develop 
mitigation strategies for those houses and to 
address flooding of Blue River. 

Medium 5 years Village $10-500K Improve fire department preparedness for 
wildland fires, including acquisition of compliant 
protective wear and firefighting equipment. 
Consider partnering as a region to procure 
additional wildland firefighting apparatus such 
as a Type III 4x4 wildland engine. 

High 2 years Village / GCEM $5-20K Improve fire department swiftwater rescue and 
river/water rescue capabilities through 
planning, training and equipment acquisition. 

Medium 2 years Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time/ $0 
- $2500 

Educate residents on seasonal weatherization 
methods. Consider local funding to provide 
weatherization assistance to prevent frozen 
pipes. 

 

Table 39 - Village of Blue River Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 
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Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
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Figure 25: Village of Blue River 
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Village of Cassville 
The Village of Cassville is located in a narrow plain between the bluffs of western Grant County and the 

Mississippi River. The Village has experienced numerous flooding and flash flooding events due to its 

location at the confluence of a large watershed and the Mississippi. The Village has numerous repetitive 

loss properties, many of which are being address after the Federal Emergency Declaration of 2017. The 

estimated 2016 population was 920 residents. 

 

Table 40 - Village of Cassville Historical Disaster Events38 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2007, 2008 Mississippi River flooding events occurred. 

3/1/2012 River flooding entered residential area and school through storm 
sewer inlets under railroad tracks. 

5/1-18/2001 Mississippi River flooding. Significant property damage. Grant 
County received FEMA disaster relief. Sanitary sewer backed up 
throughout the Village. Significant damage to Jack Oak Rd Motel 
and the Eagle’s Roost. 

4/10-30/2001 Heavy rains and snowmelt caused Mississippi River flooding. Grant 
County received FEMA disaster relief.  

7/1998 Heavy rains and winds caused significant property damage 
including to the ferry landing. 

4/17/1997 Rapid rise in the level of the Mississippi River. Volunteer pumping 
efforts were made to keep businesses from flooding. 

4/3-21/1997 Mississippi River flooding. 

1993 High water caused property damage. The Car Ferry was closed. 
Sewer system backed up, pavement was washed out. Riprap was 
replaced. 

1969 Water in most basements, sanitary sewers backed up, and some 
furnaces damaged. Stan’s landing was completely flooded. 

1965  Mississippi River flooding cause the evacuation of 67 families. No 
serious injuries or loss of life. Most basements were flooded. A 
barge system was used to protect the power generating station. 

1880, 1951, 
1952, 1958 

Mississippi River flooding.  

Flash Flooding 2016, 2017 Flash flooding occurred in the Village. 

5/22 -23/2004 Park trees and several piers were damaged with the rise of the 
Mississippi River. 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
38 Ibid. 
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6/4/2002 Furnace and Brewery Creeks were plugged with debris. 25 homes 
had to evacuate. Significant property damage was reported. West 
Bluff Street storm and sewer system were plugged. The Municipal 
pool filled with mud. Foundations of homes caved in. 

5/7/1947 Mud and debris in basements, streets and at the creamery. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2011, 2015, 
2017 

Hail events caused damage within the Village. 

2012, 2015, 
2016, 2017 (x2) 

High winds caused damages within the Village. 

1996 or 1997 High winds caused downed tree limbs and power outages. Several 
homes suffered roof damage and one home was destroyed. 

7/22/1962 Hail caused crop damage. 

Tornado 1940 A tornado destroyed a house on Main Street 

Hazardous 
Material 
Incident 

4/30/1989 Train derailment and leakage of 11,000 gallons of molten sulfur. 
There was damage to equipment and the tracks. 

8/20/1980 Derailment caused damage to village snowplow and to Jack Oak 
and Prime Streets. 

 

Table 41 - Village of Cassville Comments 
Despite acquisition and flooding mitigation, several properties in the Town are susceptible to flash-
flooding.  

A great amount of work has been done to replace storm and sanitary sewers, yet work remains to 
flush both systems (Bluff Street). 

There is one privately owned trailer park located in an area in the Village often flooded by the 
Mississippi River. The park contains five mobile homes, which house approximately 8-10 residents. 
There is no storm shelter at this park.  

GCEM helped elevate a structure in the Village in 2005. 

The Village’s main water well, wastewater treatment plant and a former coal-fired power plant (which 
has hazardous materials) are located in the floodplain. Major flooding in 2017 did not affect the sewer 
plant which was reconstructed in 2016-2017. 

The Village of Cassville Fire Department building is undersized, leaving no space for storage of 
additional equipment. 

The Village worked with home owners to add wastewater back flow devices since 2013. 

A Flood Gate was installed in 2014-2015 at the railroad tracks south of the High School along 133. A 
mobile flood pump can be placed within the structure. A permanent pump is not installed because 
there is no permanent structure to house it. The Village does not believe a permanent structure is 
required. 

With the closure of the power plants, the Village no longer has the ability to read the water level of 
the Mississippi River. Without a monitor, the Village has no advanced warning of potential flooding. 

Houses that were destroyed during the 2017 flood are to be acquired and removed. In the place of 
removed homes a retention basin will be constructed to hold water and prevent additional flooding. 
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Table 42 - Village of Cassville Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Village/ GCEM $0 - 
$500K 

Address stormwater by constructing a 
stormwater retention pond on West Bluff 
Street. 

High 5 years Village/ Town/ 
GCEM 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with property owners upstream to 
mitigate flash flooding within the Village by 
addressing riparian conditions.  

High 2 years City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan, 
include responses to train derailment. Educate 
those responsible for implementation. 

High 2 years Village / GCEM $5-20K Improve fire department swiftwater rescue and 
river/water rescue capabilities through 
planning, training and equipment acquisition. 

Medium 2 years Village/ GCEM $250 Educate residents and recreational populations 
on wireless mass notification systems. 

Medium 5 years Village/ WisDOT Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WisDOT to evaluate Hwy 133 Bridge 
for proper water outflow. 

Medium 5 years Village/ GCEM $0- 
$500K 

Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

Medium 3 years Village/ Rail 
Operator/ 
GCEM/ WisDOT 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with railroad operator to develop a plan 
to maintain all at-grade rail crossings and 
ensure they are clear of debris. 

Medium 5 years GCEM/ WEM/ 
Village 

Unknown Identify flood prone structures throughout 
Village and recommend mitigation strategies.  

 

 

Table 43 - Village of Cassville Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 
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Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
 

Village/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 26: Village of Cassville 
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Village of Dickeyville 
The Village of Dickeyville is located in southwestern Grant County. Dickeyville is located at the 

intersection of US Highway 151 and 61. Dickeyville had an estimated population of 1,164 people in 2016 

according to the American Community Survey. 

 

Table 44 - Village of Dickeyville Historical Disaster Events39 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flash Flooding 2010 Flash flooding was reported in the Village. 

Severe 
Thunderstorm 

2017 Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

2014 Hail was reported. 

2009 Hail caused damage to roofs and siding. 

9/11/2000 Strong winds caused significant property damage between 
Dickeyville and Platteville. 

5/11/2000 Hail caused property damage. 

7/1951 A strong thunderstorm with heavy rain, hail, and flooding caused 
property and crop damages. 

Tornado 6/1993 Tornado caused significant property and structural damages. There 
was no prior warning. 

Winter Storms 2015 A blizzard was reported in the Village. 

2/1/2010 Two day storm event. 

Straight Line 
Winds 

Summer 2011 High winds caused tree and property damages.  

 

Table 45 - Village of Dickeyville Comments 
The Village reported no known issues with flooding or stormwater run-off, as all past problem areas in 
the Village were recently repaired. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 61 and 151 increase the possibility of a hazardous materials 
spill.  

The Fire Department’s main pumper is outdated. 

At times there are communication issues between the Village and emergency personnel. 

The possibility of a tanker rupture at the intersection of USH 61/STH 35 and North Main Street is of 
concern. Many thousands of vehicles pass through the Village at all times of day. Storm sewer system 
susceptibility and damage to nearby property is a concern.  

A few years ago the Village ran an emergency scenario that included many units from outside the 
Village. All that were involved thought it was a very eye opening experience 

Weather radio does not work at Waste Water Treatment plant, a weather radio was put in at the 
community center in 2017. 

Community Center and Sunset hall are used as storm shelters. 

The village has a portable generator that can be moved from wells to lift stations during power 
emergencies. The wastewater treatment plant does not have an emergency power source. 

                                                            
39 Ibid. 
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Table 46 - Village of Dickeyville Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 3 years Village/ Grant 
Co. Highway/ 
GCEM/ WisDOT 

$0 - $5k Work with Grant County Highway and 
Emergency Management Depts. to implement 
plan to address transportation routes in case of 
natural hazard event. 

High 5 Years Village/ GCEM/ 
WIDNR 

$0 - $1M Work with WIDNR and GCEM to update Waste 
Water Treatment Plan and sewer and water 
infrastructure 

Medium 2 years Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium 5 years Village/ GCEM $250 Educate residents and recreational populations 
on wireless mass notification systems. 

Medium 2 years Village/ GCEM $250 Encourage elderly and disabled residents to 
register with ADRC and/or Law Enforcement to 
be checked on during extreme weather events. 

Medium 5 years Village/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

 

Table 47 - Village of Dickeyville Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 
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Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
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Figure 27: Village of Dickeyville 
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Village of Hazel Green 
The Village of Hazel Green is located in the southeastern corner of Grant County. The Village has a 

population of 1,230 people according to a 2016 Census estimate. State Highways 11 and 80 intersect in 

the Village. The Village is an early settlement and was founded in part due to lead and zinc mining in the 

early 1800s.  

 

Table 48 - Village of Hazel Green Historical Disaster Events40 
Hazard  Date Description 

Extreme 
Temperatures 

2014 Extreme cold was reported in 2014. 

Flooding 
 

2011, 2017 Flooding was reported in 2011 and 2017. It was not specified if it 
was flooding or flash flooding. 

7/20-24/2010 Heavy rains caused flooding at the lift station at 1205 Oak St. 

2000 Stormwater caused washouts on 22nd street, west of Oak Street, 
and east of Church Street. Also washouts occurred on 14th Street 
east of Birch Street. FEMA funds were used to make street repairs. 

1993 Runoff washed out the drainage area on 22nd Street west of Oak 
Street. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 The access road to the wastewater treatment plant sustained 
damages. 

5/15/1998 and 
2000 

Flash flooding occurred on Sewer Plant Rd, southeast of 14th 
Street. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2017 (x2) Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

2011, 2013, 
2015, 2017 

Damaging hail has been reported regularly. 

5/15/1998 High winds caused property and crop damage.  

Severe Winter 
Storms 

Annually Snowstorms were reported to occur on an annual basis in 2018. 

 

Table 49 - Village of Hazel Green Comments 
Stormwater from the Village drains to the north side of County Highway W and causes significant 
erosion. The 2017 heavy rain event caused a 5’ deep ditch to open and exposed fiber optic cable lines. 

In 2013, 14th Street was curbed (with gutters) and blacktopped. Rip rap was placed on south side of 
the Street to protect the Street and Hardscrabble Prairie Stat Natural Area from stormwater erosion. 

Village is currently planning addressing West 22nd Street drainage issue in 2020. 

Flooding happens on Crawford Lane during large rain events. 

There are two privately owned mobile home parks in the Village, totaling fourteen units and housing 
approximately twenty-seven residents. It is doubtful that the mobile homes have tie-downs and 
neither park has a storm shelter. 

                                                            
40 Ibid. 
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In 2018, an emergency generator is being installed at the west lift station. 

The EMS is acquiring an emergency generator in 2018. 

Work has been done to replace overhead power systems with underground lines since 2013. 

A natural gas line runs through the Village and a liquid propane line runs through the Town, just south 
of the Village. 

FEMA’s County jurisdiction-based disaster relief system causes issues because the Village limits 
extend into Lafayette County. Damages incurred on roads in this area ineligible to receive disaster 
relief funds from FEMA, when only directed to Grant County. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 11 and 80 and CTH W increase the possibility of a 
hazardous materials spill. 

In 2017, heavy rains caused significant erosion at the Hardscrabble Prairie State Natural Area. A 6’ x 
10’ gully developed and exposed Village manholes. 

 

Table 50 - Village of Hazel Green Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Village/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

Medium 2 years City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium 5 years Village/ GCEM/ 
WIDNR 

$0 - 
$250K 

Work with engineers to evaluate and address 
stormwater infiltration of sewers.  

Low 5 years City/ Local 
Businesses 

$500 - 
$3000 

Work with local businesses to educate and 
develop Continuity of Operations Plans. 

 

Table 51 - Village of Hazel Green Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 9 -
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 
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Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 28: Village of Hazel Green 

 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

113 

Village of Livingston 
The Village of Livingston is located on the border of Grant and Iowa County. The majority of the Village is 

located within Grant County. It is located on State Highway 80 between Montfort and Platteville. The 

estimated population in 2016 was 640 people. 

 

Table 52 - Village of Livingston Historical Disaster Events41 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flash Flooding August 2008 Heavy rains caused problems with storm sewers and municipal 
sewer system. Rains also caused property damage. 

5/22-23/2004 Streets were damaged and/or washed out 

Severe  
Thunderstorms 
 

2017 Straight-line winds caused 2-3 day power outage. 

2009 A large hail event was reported. 

7/1998 Strong winds caused significant debris and property damage.  

6/19/1998 High winds caused property and crop damages. 

Winter Storms February 2011 Heavy snow and high winds. 
 

 2014 A tornado was reported. 

Tornado 6/19/1998 A tornado was reported but not confirmed. 

4/4/1992 Tornado reported. No damage reports available.  

 

Table 53 - Village of Livingston Comments 
In 2013, the Village curbed (with gutters) County Highway E east and west. Many roads remain to be 
curbed and guttered. 

The Village has had issues with high winds and storm damage. Straight-line winds lead directly to a 2 – 
3 day power outage during the summer of 2017. 

The 2013 plan identified that during periods of heavy rain, Barber and Watson Streets have standing 
water; and the area from Woodward to Barber Street often floods. In 2018, the Department of Public 
Works had no knowledge of this issue. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highway 80 increase the possibility of a hazardous materials spill. 

Culverts on County Highway E were reconstructed 2013. Since then the Village has had no serious 
issues with draining stormwater. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
41 Ibid. 
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Table 54 - Village of Livingston Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Sheriff’s 
Dept./GCEM 

Unknown Address existing Public Safety Radio and Paging 
problems. 

Medium 2 years Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium 5 years Village/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

 

Table 55 - Village of Livingston Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
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Figure 29: Village of Livingston 
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Village of Montfort 
The Village of Montfort is located in the northern half of Grant County on Military Ridge. The Village is 

located at the intersection of State Highway 80 and US Highway 18. The estimated population is 603 

people. 

 

Table 56 - Village of Montfort Historical Disaster Events42 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 Damages required reinstallation of the drainage system. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2017 Straight-line winds caused a 2 – 3 day power outage. 

2014, 2017 Hail events were reported. 

5/8/2000 Strong winds caused damages to businesses along Highway 18. 

6/18/1998 Strong winds caused property damage. 

8/1994 Hail caused major property damage. 

7/1991 Wind and Hail caused moderate property damage. 

7/1990 Severe storms caused culvert and roadway damage. 

6/16/1973 A lightning strike caused a structural fire. 

1/1970 Strong Winds caused a wood water tower to collapse releasing 
60,000 gallons of water into Village streets. 

Tornado 1885 Unspecified. 

Winter Storms 3/1974 An ice storm downed power lines, causing a 3 day power outage. 

Subsidence 1978 A mining air-shaft became exposed on South Fountain Street. Two 
dump trucks of dirt were filled into the shaft and bushes were 
planted on top. 

1970s A cave-in on Park Street was filled with dirt and rock and covered 
with concrete. 

1960s A cave-in on West Main Street was filled with dirt and rock and 
covered with concrete. 

1940s and 1996 Two cave-ins occurred at the same residence on South Fountain 
Street. Both were filled with dirt. 

1930s A team of horses fell into a sink-hole. 

Disease 6/1850 Cholera led to many deaths that left the village deserted and a 
small pox epidemic spread to five counties. 

 

Table 57 - Village of Montfort Comments 
The Village has addressed some of the issues with the stormwater system since 2013. Additional 
projects to completely reconstruct roads and water systems are planned for the future dependent on 
a grant funding. 

In 2015, Prospect Street was reconstructed with new storm sewer, curb, and gutter. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 18 and 80 increase the possibility of a hazardous materials 
spill.  

                                                            
42 Ibid. 
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The Village undertakes regular maintenance of culverts and stormwater drains with the assistance of 
landowners. 

The Village has purchased a farm on the edge of town to address phosphorus discharge from the 
Waste Water Treatment Plan through the WIDNR adaptive management program. 

 

Table 58 - Village of Montfort Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Village $75K Make sure that all Village utilities have back-up 
power generators. 

High 2 years Sheriff’s 
Dept./GCEM 

Unknown Address existing Public Safety Radio and Paging 
problems. 

High 1 year Village Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop and implement plan to clear and 
maintain culverts. 

Low 5 years Village $10,000 Pursue stormwater management system 
upgrades and consider adopting a stormwater 
Ordinance  

 

Table 59 - Village of Montfort Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 
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Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 30: Village of Montfort 
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Village of Mount Hope 
The Village of Mount Hope has an estimated population of 224 people. It is located on Military Ridge in 

northern Grant County, just to the south of US Highway 18. 

 

Table 60 - Village of Mount Hope Historical Disaster Events43 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flash Flooding 2016 Flash flooding was reported in the Village. 

5/22-23/2004 Part of the new water tower project was damaged and there were 
gravel washouts. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2010, 2011, 
2013, 2017 

Severe thunderstorm winds were reported in the Village. 

2009 Hail was reported. 

9/7/2001 High winds caused property and crop damages. 

5/31/1998 High winds caused severe property damage, including blowing 
roofs from homes and blowing trees through sides of buildings. 

1885 Lightning strike. 

Winter Storms 1959 Unspecified 

Earthquake 4/3/1974 A magnitude 4 earthquake, centered in Illinois was felt in the 
Village limits. 

 

Table 61 - Village of Mount Hope Comments 
The Village of Mount Hope Fire Department building is antiquated and undersized, leaving no space 
for storage of additional equipment. The Department is currently looking for grants to finance an 
addition. 

The Village passed a flood plain ordinance in 2015. 

The Lift Station was updated in 2010. 

In 2015, three blocks of Main St underwent total reconstruction: water, sewer, and storm sewer 
including curb, gutter, and sidewalks. 

The Wastewater Treatment Plant will need to be updated to meet phosphorus emission limits. 

Sewer mains could use work. 

In 2017, The Village replaced 400’ of sanitary sewer from the Lift Station north. Several areas of the 
sanitary sewer were cleaned and televised. 

Flooding in the park was addressed by diverting existing springs into the creek. 

 

Table 62 - Village of Mount Hope Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 Years Village/ GCEM/ 
WIDNR 

$0 - $1M Work with WIDNR and GCEM to update water 
and sewer infrastructure. 

                                                            
43 Ibid. 
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High 5 Years Village/ Private 
Owners. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Explore utilizing natural systems such as bio-
swales to retain stormwater with new 
development. 

Medium 2 years Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

 

Table 63 - Village of Mount Hope Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
 

Village/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 31: Village of Mount Hope 
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Village of Muscoda 
The Village of Muscoda has an estimated population of 1,199 people. Muscoda is located on the 

northeastern border of Grant County. It is located on a large sand plain that is part of the Wisconsin 

River Valley. Within the Village, there is a large amount of forests, a campground, and access to the 

Wisconsin River. The Village is at a high risk for wild and forest fires due to the large amount of forests 

and underbrush in the area. It is also highly susceptible to drought due to the well-drained sandy soil.  

 

Table 64 - Village of Muscoda Historical Disaster Events44 
Hazard  Date Description 

Drought Annually In 2018, it was reported that drought was an annual occurrence 
due to sandy soils. 

Extreme 
Temperatures 

2014,2015 Extreme cold was reported. Extreme cold regularly causes frozen 
pipes in the Village. 

Flooding 2010, 2011, 
2014 

Flooding was reported. No indication was given regarding the type 
of flooding being reported. 

Winter 2001 Flooding in the residential area at Beech and 2nd Streets occurs 
with rainfall or heavy snowmelt. 

6/1/2000 Numerous roads were closed due to high water, a result of 3 – 7 
inches in a short period of time. Federal disaster areas declared. 

3/30/1998 Heavy rains in a short period caused mudslides. 

1929 High water delayed the construction of the Wisconsin River Bridge. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2012, 2013, 
2017 

Severe Thunderstorm Winds were reported. 

6/25/1998 Hail caused property damage. 

Tornado 2013 A tornado was reported. 

Unknown Wooden Bridge built in 1868 destroyed. 

8/1988 Unspecified. 

Hazardous 
Materials 
Incident 

8/6/1911 Fire destroyed the City building after oil stored in the building 
combusted. 

Winter Storms Spring 1948 Unspecified. 

 

Table 65 - Village of Muscoda Comments 
The Village is at an extremely high risk of forest fires due to dense growth of pine trees. 

The two mobile home parks and the industrial park do not have storm shelters. There are 
approximately 100 people employed at the industrial park. Rux’s Mobile Home Court east of the 
Industrial Park contains 32 units and houses between 75 and 85 people. (Although located in Iowa 
County, the mobile home park is within the Village limits.) Evergreen Trailer Court is located on Beech 
Street, between 6th and 7th Streets, contains 24 units and houses between 50 and 60 people. The 
recently constructed Library and the Village Hall serve as community storm shelters. During bad 

                                                            
44 Ibid. 
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weather the Village Hall is open for shelter, but no specific shelters have been built. 

A stormwater retention pond was installed in the Industrial Park. Stormwater accumulates and takes 
up to a day to drain on 2nd, Ohio, Iowa, Beech, and Warehouse Streets. 

In this part of the County, DNR requires a burning permit anytime the ground is not snow covered 
during the months of January, February, March, April and May. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 80 and 133 increase the possibility of a hazardous materials 
spill. 

In 2010-2011, a stormwater system was installed on 2nd Street from Elm to the Wisconsin River. As 
funding becomes available the village will work towards stormwater systems with additional capacity. 

 

Table 66 - Village of Muscoda Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Village/ WIDNR Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage property owners to 
remove brush and vegetation to prevent forest 
and wildfires. 

Medium 5 years Village/ GCEM $0- 
$500K 

Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

Medium 2 years Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium 4 years Village/ GCEM $5k- $8k Undertake assessment of current municipal 
utilities and develop an Emergency Operations 
Plan. 

Medium 2 years Village / GCEM $5-20K Improve fire department swiftwater rescue and 
river/water rescue capabilities through 
planning, training and equipment acquisition. 

Medium 5 years Village $10-500K Improve fire department preparedness for 
wildland fires, including acquisition of compliant 
protective wear and firefighting equipment. 
Consider partnering as a region to procure 
additional wildland firefighting apparatus such 
as a Type III 4x4 wildland engine. 

Medium 2 years Village/ GCEM $2500 Educate residents on seasonal weatherization 
methods. Consider local funding to provide 
weatherization assistance to prevent frozen 
pipes. 

Low 3 years Village/ Rail 
Operator/ 
GCEM/ WisDOT 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with railroad operator to develop a plan 
to maintain all at-grade rail crossings and 
ensure they are clear of debris. 
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Table 67 - Village of Muscoda Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 32: Village of Muscoda 
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Village of Patch Grove 
The Village of Patch Grove is located at the western edge of Military Ridge in northern Grant County. 

The estimated population of the Village is 199 people. The Village is located on State Highway 35 and to 

the immediate south of US Highway 18. 

 

Table 68 - Village of Patch Grove Historical Disaster Events45 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flash Flooding 2013 Flooding was reported. 

5/22-23/2004 Main and North Streets had dirt, debris, and gravel washouts from 
flooding. 

Straight Line 
Winds 

2014, 2017 (x2) Straight-line winds were reported in 2014 and 2017. The 2017 
event caused a long term power outage. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2012, 2014 Hail was reported. 

9/7/2001 High winds caused property and crop damage. 

1910 St. John’s Church was struck by lighting and burned to the ground. 

Tornado 2012 Unspecified 

Winter Storms 2/2/2011 Significant snow fall required extra resources to remove. 

 

Table 69 - Village of Patch Grove Comments 
There is not a storm shelter in the mobile home park, which contains 14 units and houses 
approximately 50 residents. It is uncertain whether the mobile homes have tie-downs. 

The Village Board and GCEM report issues with stormwater during periods of heavy rain. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 18 and 35 increase the possibility of a hazardous materials 
spill. 

The Village of Patch Grove Fire Department building is undersized, leaving no space for storage of 
additional equipment. 

 

Table 70 - Village of Patch Grove Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Village/GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium 5 years Village/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

Medium 3 years Village Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Identify stormwater management and erosion 
problems and solutions. 
 

                                                            
45 Ibid. 
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Medium 3 years WisDOT/ Grant 
County 
Highway/ 
Village 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Address bridge and culvert flooding on Hwy 35. 

Low 2 years Village/ GCEM $1000 Distribute Weather Radios. 

 

Table 71 - Village of Patch Grove Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibili69 - Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
 

Village/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 33: Village of Patch Grove 
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Village of Potosi 
The Village of Potosi is located in a long narrow valley stretching from the Mississippi River to the top of 

a ridge in western Grant County. It meets its sister village, Tennyson at the top of the Ridge. Due to the 

narrow valley and large watershed, the town regularly experiences flash flooding. Historically, public 

works and Department of Transportation projects have attempted to stabilize the narrow valley and 

control the flow of water through a series of retention ponds and stabilizing structures. In partnership 

with Grant County Emergency Management, Southwestern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, 

and the Village of Potosi, a group of senior engineering students from UW – Platteville developed a 

response to the flash flooding that regularly occurs in the Village during the Fall 2017 semester. Their 

design concept will be implemented in the coming years to mitigate flash flooding in the future. 

 

Table 72 - Village of Potosi Historical Disaster Events46 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flood and 
Flash Flooding 

Annually Flash flooding is reported annually during large rain events. 

2011 Heavy rains washed out areas in front of residence on Tennyson 
Street. 

2010 and 2011 Significant rain event required two emergency dumps at the lift 
station. 

7/23/2010 Debris blocked roadways. Basements flooded, sewer lines 
damaged and culverts blocked. 4th, White, and Cross Streets were 
washed out.  

6/8/2008 Debris blocked roadways. Basements flooded, sewer lines 
damaged and culverts blocked. 4th, White, and Cross Streets were 
washed out. 

2007/2008 Significant Flooding. 

6/16/2004 Several homes flooded from the street and creek that runs 
throughout the Village. 

Spring 2001 Potosi Rec Area boat ramp was cracked and heaved by flood 
waters. 

5/31/2000 6 inches of rain fell in a short time causing flash flooding on North 
and South Main Streets. Severe property damage was reported 
and FEMA funds were used to clean up from flooding. Property 
damage was reported at City Hall and private homes and 
businesses. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2015- 2017 Severe thunderstorm winds caused damage in the Village. 

9/11/2000 Strong winds caused property and crop damage. 

5/31/1998 Strong winds cause property and crop damage. 

5/29/1953 Tornado-like winds caused widespread property damage. Houses 
were torn from their foundation. 

Winter Storms 2/2/2011 Streets were impassable. 

                                                            
46 Ibid. 
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 Table 73 - Village of Potosi Comments 
The Village is situated between two bluffs. The Civilian Conservation Corps installed several earthen 
barriers to hold back stormwater and to stabilize steep valleys (unknown date).  

In 2012, GCEM purchased and demolished two repetitive flood damage properties on South Main 
Street.  

Flash-flooding and stormwater run-off caused damage to and debris buildup in, drainage systems. 
Riprap needs to be replaced north of Milke Drive. Debris clogging the drainage way along Highway 
133 and along railroad bridges and has caused issues in the past. The Village periodically maintains 
the channelized drainage way up to Mineral Street; however, it is not clear who is responsible for 
maintenance south of that point. South of Mineral Street, the drainage is a natural channel that often 
causes flooding in low-lying areas. 

In 2017, a group of Engineering students from UW- Platteville undertook a review of the existing 
stormwater retention ponds that were constructed by WisDOT as part of the reconstruction of Hwy 
133. The UW – Platteville engineering students developed a design to ensure the existing retention 
ponds hold back water effectively. The Village and GCEM have applied for FEMA and WIDNR grants to 
construct the designs developed by the student’s research. 

The Village intends to inform park users and residents by signage and weather radio, to seek shelter in 
rest areas during extreme weather events. 

Electrical hook-ups were installed in 2010 to utilize an auxiliary generator at the East Street pumping 
station. 

 

Table 74 - Village of Potosi Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Sheriff’s 
Dept./GCEM 

Unknown Address existing Public Safety Radio and Paging 
problems. 

High 3 years Village/ WIDNR/ 
GCEM 

$200K Explore options to address the creek running on 
South Main St. 

High 2 years Village/ GCEM $50K - 
$100K 

Update existing stormwater retention 
structures to hold more water and release it 
slower to prevent flash flooding in downtown. 

Medium 5 years Village/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

Medium 5 years GCEM/ WEM/ 
Village 

Unknown Identify flood prone structures throughout 
village and recommend mitigation strategies.  
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Table 75 - Village of Potosi Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
 

Village/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 34: Village of Potosi 
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Village of Tennyson 
The Village of Tennyson is the sister village of the Village of Potosi. The Village is located on top of a 

ridge in western Grant County along State Highway 61. The estimated population of Tennyson is 352 

people. 

 

Table 76 - Village of Tennyson Historical Disaster Events47 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2011 Heavy rain and flooding washed out areas on Tennyson Street. 

2010 & 2011 Two emergency dumps were needed at Lift Station due to heavy 
rains. 

5/2000 Heavy rains flooded the sewer plant and damaged roads. Some 
houses on Tennyson Rd. experienced basement flooding 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2014, 2017 Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

2008, 2009, 
2011, 2013 

Damaging hail was reported. 

2/2011 Heavy/wet snow snapped power lines and stripped trees. 

Summer 2011 Lightning struck power line and knocked out power. 

12 / 2011 Heavy/wet snow snapped power lines and stripped trees. 

8/20/2003 High winds caused damaged to Catholic and private school 
buildings. 

1980s High winds took the roof off the school 

Embankment 
Failure 

2010 Excessive rain and flooding made 2 hillsides by the church on CTH 
O/ Bunkerhill St./ Church St 

 

Table 77 - Village of Tennyson Comments 
Stormwater run-off and drainage causes damage to roads. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 61 and 133 increase the possibility of a hazardous materials 
spill. 

In 2015, Bunker Hill was reconstructed with new sewer, water mains, curb, gutter, and road. 

The Village wishes to coordinate stormwater upgrades with upcoming county reconstruction of 
County O. 

 

Table 78 - Village of Tennyson Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Village/ EMS/ 
Fire/ Zoning 

Unknown Review multi-family locations with limited 
emergency access and egress and enforce 
zoning. 
 

                                                            
47 Ibid. 
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High 5 years Village Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Pursue stormwater management system 
upgrades and consider adopting a stormwater 
ordinance. 

Medium 2 years Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium 5 years Village Unknown Evaluate, and develop a capital improvement 
plan to address and/or maintain the Village’s 
Utility infrastructure.  

Low 5 years Village/ Fire 
Dept. 

$5000 Develop a pre-fire response plan for local grain 
mills and commercial agricultural facilities. 

 

Table 79 - Village of Tennyson Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
 

Village/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 35: Village of Tennyson 
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Village of Woodman 
The Village of Woodman is located in northern Grant County in the Wisconsin River Valley. The Village 

has an estimated population of 130 people, the lowest population of any municipality in Grant County.  

 

Table 80 - Village of Woodman Historical Disaster Events48 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2016 Flooding was reported on Highway 133. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2014, 2017 Severe thunderstorm winds were reported 

2011, 2017 Damaging hail was reported. 

2002 Strong winds damaged trees and property along Main Street. 

Tornado 1947 Winds toppled trees and power poles and damaged buildings at 
the south end of the Village. 

Landslide 1979 Landslides occurred on a hillside east of the village following a 
heavy rain event. 

 

Table 81 - Village of Woodman Comments 
All properties have their own wells and septic systems and most of the homes have basements. 
However, there is no storm shelter for the residents of mobile homes in the Village. 

Cellular coverage in the Village is unreliable. Telecommunication tower construction is limited near 
the Lower Wisconsin Riverway state-administered land use controls and aesthetic standards. 

A lack of curbs and gutters throughout the Village contributes to stormwater management problems. 

Since 2013, power surges and periods of low voltage have been resolved. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highway 133 and train traffic on the Wisconsin and Calumet Railroads 
increase the possibility of a hazardous materials spill. 

In this part of the County, DNR requires a burning permit anytime the ground is not snow covered 
during the months of January, February, March, April and May. 

Highway 133 was reconstructed in 2017 with storm sewers installed. All intersections with Highway 
133 were also reconstructed with curb and gutter. This resolved most of the issues associated with 
stormwater management, yet other areas are prone to minor flooding. 

 

Table 82 - Village of Woodman Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 3 years Village $0- $75K Work towards installing a warning siren.  

High 5 years Village/ WIDNR Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage property owners to 
remove brush and vegetation to prevent forest 
and wildfires. 

Medium 5 years Village/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 

                                                            
48 Ibid. 
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on their availability. 

Medium 5 years Village/ Grant 
County 
Highway Dept./ 
WisDOT 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation and County Highway 
Department to address road flooding in 
coordination with future road improvement 
projects. 

Medium 5 years Village/ Rail 
Operator/ 
GCEM/ WisDOT 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with railroad operator to develop a plan 
to maintain all at-grade rail crossings and 
ensure they are clear of debris. 

 

Table 83 - Village of Woodman Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire 
Dept./EMS/Police 
and Licenses 
Committee 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling 
Code (UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings 
within the Village/City to assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

Zoning / Plan 
Commission 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

Public Works 
Director 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Public Works 
Director 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. generators, pumps). 

Village/ Public 
Works 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Evaluate and maintain warning sirens. 

Village/ GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Assist Grant County in identifying locations that can serve as public 
shelters during emergency situations. 

Village Unknown Assure that the Village has sufficient back-up power sources so that 
critical facilities may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 
 

Village/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Implement, maintain, and educate residents on wireless mass 
notification systems. 
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Figure 36: Village of Woodman 
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Town of Beetown 
The Town of Beetown is located in the western half of Grant County. Beetown has an estimated 

population of 775 people. The Town is primarily agricultural with no incorporated communities. The 

Grant River and six of its tributaries are located within Beetown. The Grant River is responsible for the 

majority of issues related to Hazard Mitigation. The Town also experiences Hail events on a regular 

basis.  

 

Table 84 - Town of Beetown Historical Disaster Events49 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2017 Flooding was reported but not specified. 

2008 Rainfall and river flooding caused washouts and embankment 
failures on Porter Hill and Porter Bridge Roads. 

2006 Rainfall caused washout on University Farm Road 

5/22-23/2004 
and 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding destroyed one road and significantly damaged 
others. Major embankment failures on Slabtown Road. Deep ruts 
on Bee Lane.  

7/6/2002 3-6 inch rainfall caused flooding, resulting in property and crop 
damage. 

6/4/2002 Flash flooding caused crop damage. 

7/1998 Gravel and rip-rap were washed away due to flash flooding. 

1993 Road gravel was washed away on Porter Hill and Porter Bridge 
Roads. 

1991 Flash flooding washed out a bridge on Schildgen Lane. 

1991 Flash flooding caused a bridge washout on Slabtown and Schildgen 
roads. 

1851  Flash flooding caused knee deep water throughout the Town 
causing many people and businesses to move away. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2013 Straight-line winds caused damages in the Town. 

2006 Hail was reported. 

5/18/2000 Hail caused crop damage. 

5/17/2000 Hail caused crop damage. 

1974 & 1993 Hail caused crop and property damage. 

Tornado 1957 & 1993 F1 Tornadoes caused minimal damages. 

1940 Unspecified 

Winter Storms Unspecified Blizzards and Ice Storms were reported. No dates were provided. 

3/1959 Three heavy snow storms in March 1959. 

1940, 1948, 
1973, 1982 

Unspecified. 

Drought 1983, 1988, 
1995, 2003 

Drought happened periodically. Droughts in 1983 and 1995 were 
significant. Droughts in 1983 and 1988 caused 50% crop loss. 

                                                            
49 Ibid. 
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Extreme 
Temperatures 

Unspecified Often the town experiences crop damage due to late frost.  

Disease 1850 Cholera Outbreak. 

 

Table 85 - Town of Beetown Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 1 year Town/ ADRC/ 
Grant Co. 
Sheriff’s Dept. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Encourage elderly and disabled residents and 
their families to register with ADRC and/or Law 
Enforcement to be checked on during extreme 
weather events. 

High 1 year Town Unknown Evaluate flooding at Town Hall Building. 
Consider construction of flood barriers. Store 
Records and Equipment out of flood areas. 

High 2 years Town/ GCEM $1000 Distribute Weather Radios 

Medium 5 years Town/ County 
Highway Dept. / 
WisDOT. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop a capital improvement plan to address 
culverts, bridges, roads, and other 
infrastructure and utilities that will need to be 
upgraded. 

Medium 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to educate residents and 
owners on manure storage. 

Medium 5 years Town/ GCEM $250 Educate residents on wireless mass notification 
systems. 

 

Table 86 - Town of Beetown Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 37: Town of Beetown 
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Town of Bloomington 
The Town of Bloomington is located in the western half of Grant County and borders the Mississippi 

River. Bloomington Township has an estimated population of 355 people. The Mississippi River is 

bordered by high bluffs within the town and several small tributaries are located throughout the town.  

 

Table 87 - Town of Bloomington Historical Disaster Events50 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 4/17/1997 Flooding caused water to go over Dugway Road. 

6/1974 Flooding caused property damage throughout the Town. 

Flash Flooding 2013, 2016, 
2017 

Flash flooding was reported for the Town. 

2008 Flash flooding caused road washouts on Sandy, Dugway, 
Cottonwood, and Hickory Roads. 

5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding caused road washouts. 50-75 loads of gravel were 
needed for repairs. 

8/2/2001 Heavy rains in a brief amount of time caused property damage and 
debris near the Mississippi River. 

4-8/1993 Widespread damage to roads followed a series of rainstorms. 
FEMA money was used to make repairs on Dugway, Holly, Sandy, 
Texas, Cottonwood, Maple, Maine, Aspen Roads and Mississippi 
Lane. 

6/1991 Flash flooding caused widespread road and culvert damage. 

6/1978  Flash flooding caused widespread road and culvert damage. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2011, 2015 Damaging hail was reported. 

8/22/2001 Man struck and killed by lightning. 

Tornado 5/1985 Tornado caused damage to trees and buildings in northwest of the 
Town. 

6/25/1957 Tornado caused property damage. 

Drought 1988/1983 Droughts caused moderate and severe crop damages. 

Severe Winter 
Storms 

2017 An ice storm was reported during the 2017 winter. 

2007, 2008 Heavy snow events were reported. 

Extreme 
Temperatures 

7/1995 High temperatures and high humidity caused some crop and 
livestock loss. 

Spring, 1974 Late frost damaged new crop plantings.  

 

Table 88 -Town of Bloomington Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop annual maintenance plan to clear 
drainages and culverts, and cut back trees. 

                                                            
50 Ibid. 
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Medium 2 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to educate residents and 
owners on manure storage. 

Medium 2 years Town / Grant 
Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with Grant County Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to evaluate construction 
of residential houses on river bluffs. 

Low 5 years Town/ Fire 
Dept./ EMS 

$5000 Work with the Village of Bagley to develop a 
Hazardous Material Response Plan. 

Low 2 years Town/ FSA Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage residents on Crop 
Insurance. 

 

Table 89 - Town of Bloomington Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 38: Town of Bloomington 
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Town of Boscobel 
The Town of Boscobel is located on the banks of the Wisconsin River and has an estimate population of 

383 residents. Much of the land within the township is owned by the Department of Natural Resources 

and managed as part of the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway. 

Table 90 - Town of Boscobel Historical Disaster Events51 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flash Flooding 2013, 2014 Flash flooding was reported. Location was unspecified. 

Spring, 2010 Flash flooding caused several private bridge approaches to 
washout along Sanders and Crooked Creeks. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2014, 2017 Hail events. 

2013, 2014, 
2016 

Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

8/2003 Severe thunderstorm winds caused damage to trees and power 
lines. 

8/20/2003 High winds caused damage to trees and property. 

Winter Storms Winter, 1976 Ice Storms caused damage to power lines.  

 

Table 91 - Town of Boscobel Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ Grant 
County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Work with Grant County Highway Department 
to address flooding and washouts on Riley 
Road. 

High 1 year Town/ EMS/ 
Fire Dept. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Complete and turn in application for MABAS. 
Educate first responders on MABAS. 

Medium 5 years Village/ WIDNR $5k- $8k Develop and implement plan to utilize dry 
hydrants and possible irrigation hook-ups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
51 Ibid. 
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Table 92 - Town of Boscobel Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 39: Town of Boscobel 

 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

150 

Town of Cassville  
The Town of Cassville is located on the western boundary of Grant County on the Mississippi River. The 

Town experiences regular flash flooding within the valleys between steep bluffs that rise from the 

Mississippi River. The Town of Cassville has an estimated population of 406 people but has much higher 

temporary populations during the summer and fall. 

 

Table 93 - Town of Cassville Historical Disaster Events52 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding Annually During the 2018 outreach, flooding was reported as an annual 
event. 

Spring 2003 Two weeks of flooding inundated the campground at Closing Dam 
Road. Flooding over Memorial Day weekend caused financial 
losses. 

7/1993 Flooding damage closed Closing Dam Road. 

Flash Flooding 6/16/2004 Embankment failure on Far-nuff Road. 

6/4/2002 Flash flooding caused significant property damage. 

Unspecified Flash flooding caused Cadwell Rd and Millstream Rd to wash out. 

Unspecified Flash flooding caused property damage on Furnace Creek Rd. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2013 A straight line wind event was reported 

5/17/2000 Large hail caused property and vehicle damage. 

Tornado 5/3/1954 Tornado cause widespread damage to agricultural buildings. 

 

Table 94 - Town of Cassville Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop annual maintenance plan to clear 
drainages and culverts, and cut back trees. 

Medium 5 years Town/WisDOT/ 
Grant Co. 
Highway Dept. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with Wisconsin DOT and Grant County 
Highway to explore new solutions to flooding 
issues on Closing Dam Road. 

Medium 5 years Town/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building public shelters 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
52 Ibid. 
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Table 95 - Town of Cassville Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 40: Town of Cassville 
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Town of Castle Rock 
The Town of Castle Rock is located in northeastern Grant County. Castle Rock has an estimated 

population of 257 residents. The town is characterized by three ridges and numerous tributaries that 

drain to the north into the Wisconsin River. The Town is primarily agricultural with no incorporated 

communities.  

 

Table 96 - Town of Castle Rock Historical Disaster Events53 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flash Flooding 2013, 2016 Flash flooding was reported. 

5/22-23/2004 Flooding caused standing water on Biba Road and a rockslide on 
Spring Valley Road. Pine Tree, Wepking, and Spring Valley Roads 
had gravel washouts. Spring Valley Road had a culvert washout. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2014 Damaging winds were reported. 

Hail Hail was reported. 

7/1998 Heavy rain caused embankment failure on Hrubes, Johnsrude, and 
Stanek Roads. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to replace Everson, Shemak, Stanek, Cedar 
Rock, Biba, Pine Tree, Spring Valley, and Johnsrude Road. 

7/1990 FEMA funds were used to on debris removal and culvert 
replacement on Spring Valley, Witek, Shemak, and Pine Tree 
Roads. 

 

Table 97 - Town of Castle Rock Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Town/ FSA Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage residents on Crop 
Insurance. 

High 5 years Village/ DNR $5k- $8k Develop and implement plan to utilize dry 
hydrants and possible irrigation hook-ups. 

High 5 years Town/ DNR Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with DNR and County to protect local 
trout streams from erosion and pollution.  

Med 5 years City/ Grant 
County 
Highway Dept./ 
WisDOT 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation and County Highway 
Department to address road flooding in 
coordination with future road improvement 
projects. 

 

 

                                                            
53 Ibid. 
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Table 98 - Town of Castle Rock Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 41: Town of Castle Rock 
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Town of Clifton 
The Town of Clifton is located on the eastern border of Grant County and has an estimated population 

of 391 people. The Town is primarily agriculture. The Town is one of the few areas in the County covered 

by three river basins, the Platte-Grant River, the Wisconsin River, and the Pecatonica River. The Town is 

located on the beginning of the descent of Military Ridge to the south. 

 

Table 99 - Town of Clifton Historical Disaster Events54 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 8/2010 Flooding damaged Town roads. 

6/2008 Flooding damaged Town roads. 

6/2000 County Line, New California, Lake, Hake School, Pine Knob, Mill 
Dam, Hopewell, Goldman Lane, Martinville, Hickory Grove, and 
Crow Branch Roads experienced wash outs and debris deposits.  

7/1998 Martinville, Rock Church, Hopewell, Mill Dam, Felland, and Old 
Hwy 80 experienced wash outs and debris deposits.  

7/1993 FEMA funds were to remove debris from public roads. 

6/1990 Sustained flooding caused wash outs that were repaired with 
FEMA funds. 

1950  Flood waters took out Annaton road bridge. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 Flash flooding damaged all gravel roads in the town. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

Annually Outreach for the 2018 plan identified that severe thunderstorm 
winds are an annual occurrence.  

1997 Straight line winds and severe thunderstorms. 

1994 Hail caused severe crop damage. 

1978 Severe thunderstorms with heavy rains caused property damage. 

Tornado 2014 Unspecified. 

Summer 1985 An unverified tornado caused damage to a residence. 

1940s A tornado caused property damages. 

Winter Storms 2/2011 Snow Storms. 

3/1976 An ice storm caused broken power lines and downed trees. 

4/1973 A snow storm caused minor damage. 

1958 A snow storm caused people to be snowed for two days. 

Drought 1976, 
1979,1988, 
2003 

Unspecified 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
54 Ibid. 
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Table 100 - Town of Clifton Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop annual maintenance plan to clear 
drainages and culverts, and cut back trees. 

Medium 3 years Town/ GCEM $1000 Distribute Weather Radios and educate 
residents on their use. 

Low 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to educate residents and 
owners on manure storage. 

 

Table 101 -Town of Clifton Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 42: Town of Clifton 
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Town of Ellenboro 
The Town of Ellenboro is a predominantly agricultural community. The town is characterized by the 

Platte River which will often flood roads and riparian areas following heavy rains. State Highway 81 

crosses Ellenboro and connects Platteville with Lancaster. The Town had an estimated population of 534 

people in 2016 according to the American Community Survey. 

 

Table 102 - Town of Ellenboro Historical Disaster Events55 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 7/1993 FEMA money was used to repair surfaces of several roads and 
clean up debris. On Lincoln Rd, rip-rap needed to be replaced. 

1991 Flooding caused road closure on Hwy 81. 

1990 Flood closed Hwy 81. Debris and rocks collected under the Platte 
River Bridge. FEMA assistance was used to replace the bridge 
approach. 

1961 Flooding over Hwy 81 caused two fatalities. 

Flash Flooding Annually During outreach for the 2018 plan, Flash Flooding was reported as 
an annual occurrence  

2008/2009 Storms caused washouts on Winkler, Hollenberger, Ellenboro, 
Vesperman, Kabele, and Willow Branch Roads. 

5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Widespread damage including gravel washouts and clogged 
culverts. 

1950 Heavy rains destroyed four bridges. Residents stated that a wall of 
water rushed down the Platte River and destroyed everything in its 
path. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2011, 2012, 
2014, 2015, 
2017 

Damage from severe thunderstorm winds was reported. 

2014 Hail was reported. 

9/11/2000 Hail caused crop damage. 

5/17/2000 Hail caused crop and property damage. 

Tornado 2011 Tornado destroyed buildings and trees. 

Early 1940s Tornado destroyed a barn and moved a house from its foundation 
on Buckwheat Ridge. 

Drought 1988 Drought caused crop damages. 

Winter Storms 2011 Unspecified 

 

 

 

                                                            
55 Ibid. 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

160 

Table 103 - Town of Ellenboro Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop annual maintenance plan to clear 
drainages and culverts, and cut back trees. 

High 5 years Town/GCEM/ 
Grant County 
Highway Dept.  

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM and Grant County Highway 
Department to determine alternative routes for 
flood prone areas of Highway 81.  

High 5 years Town/ WisDOT $250 Work with WisDOT to evaluate Highway 81 
bridges and regular flooding. 

 

Table 104 - Town of Ellenboro Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

161 

Figure 43: Town of Ellenboro 
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Town of Fennimore 
The Town of Fennimore is located at one of the highest points in Grant County. It is located on Military 

Ridge in the northern half of Grant County. US Highway travels from east to west across the county and 

US Highway 61 crossings north to south across the county. The township is mostly agricultural other 

than areas in near proximity to the City of Fennimore. The Township’s population grew at a rate of 2.1% 

and had an estimate population of 621 in 2016. 

 

Table 105 - Town of Fennimore Historical Disaster Events56 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2014 Flooding was reported. 

2005-2010 Heavy rainfall caused washouts around bridges. Rip-rap was placed 
in these areas. 

1996 Flooding caused culvert and gravel washouts on Orr Road. One 
culvert was replaced with a box culvert. 

1993 FEMA assistance was used to replace gravel on Birdseye, 
Baumgartner, Tormey, Blue School, and Robin Roads. Erosion was 
repaired on Orr and Ebenezer Roads.  

1990 Flooding caused damage to culverts and gravel. Result was that 
both were replaced. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding caused damage. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2016 Severe thunderstorms were reported. 

2003 High winds toppled trees and downed power lines. 

1998 Hail caused property and crop damage. 

Tornado 2015 Unspecified. 

1899 Unspecified. 

Winter Storms 12/1993 An unverified amount of snow required additional time and 
materials to clear roads. 

1976 Ice caused power loss in the Town 

1959 Heavy snow required additional time and materials to clear roads. 

Drought 1988 & 2003 Drought caused crop damage and loss. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
56 Ibid. 
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Table 106 - Town of Fennimore Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to educate residents and 
owners on manure storage. 

High 1 year Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop annual maintenance plan to clear 
drainages and cut back trees. 

Medium 5 years Town/WIDNR Unknown Request a groundwater susceptibility study and 
develop a plan to address vulnerable areas.  

 

Table 107 - Town of Fennimore Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 44: Town of Fennimore 
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Town of Glen Haven 
The Town of Glen Haven borders the Mississippi. The land rises up from the Mississippi river to tall 

bluffs. The town is mostly agricultural outside of the boundary with the Mississippi River. The 

unincorporated community of Glen Haven is located along the Mississippi River in a narrow valley. The 

town has a long, open, concrete levee that runs through the town to assist with draining the steep 

valley. The Town has experienced a population loss from 490 residents in 2000 to 417 in 2010. The 2016 

population estimate was 413. 

 

Table 108 - Town of Glen Haven Historical Disaster Events57 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding and 
Flash Flooding 

2017 Flash flooding was reported during outreach for the 2018 plan. 

Annually since 
1828 

High waters on the Mississippi River prevent water from heavy 
rains from draining the unincorporated village. Water will back up 
into the drainage ditch and the railroad bridge. At times this will 
cause significant damage. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2017 Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

2011, 2016 Damaging hail was reported. 

4/11/2001 High winds caused property damage including a large pole barn 
being destroyed. 

5/17/2000 Large hail caused property and crop damage. 

7/26/1962 Hail caused property and crop damage. 

Tornado 6/25/1957 An F2 Tornado caused property damage county wide. 

5/21/1918 An F4 tornado crossed the Mississippi River 1 mile south of Glen 
Haven. 

Extreme 
Temperatures 

1995-1996 & 
1959-1960 

Very cold winters. 

Disease 1902 Small Pox epidemic. 

 

Table 109 - Town of Glen Haven Comments 
The lock and dam system on the Mississippi River was completed in 1930. 

Rain water and natural spring water from four hollows congregate at the base of the bluff and cause 
flash-flooding events like the ones in 1933, 1947 (two flash-floods), 1949 and 1993. The water is 
supposed to funnel into a drainage ditch and out into the Mississippi River. The drainage ditch is 
cement-sided but has a natural bottom. Since 2013, the Town maintains the ditch but says it needs to 
be elevated. 

Following flash-flooding in 1993, Conservation Warden Mike Lorenz suggested that holding or 
retention ponds be built into some of the valleys, resulting in water being held so it could be released 
a little bit at a time rather than it rushing down the valleys causing the damage. This project was not 
completed due to a lack of funding. There is still no money available for the construction of these 
ponds 

                                                            
57 Ibid. 
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In early April 2001, in anticipation of flooding on the Mississippi River, the sides of the levee were 
raised to keep river water from backing up in the drainage ditch and then overflowing into the Village. 

The Burlington Northern-Santa Fe Railroad runs along the west edge of the Village of Glen Haven. 
There has only been one derailment, on January 1, 1978. Numerous trains carry hazardous materials 
along these tracks. 

The hollows leading down to the Village of Glen Haven are densely wooded. There is no maintenance 
plan in place to keep fallen branches from collecting in the creek and dry beds to be swept away in 
the event of a flash-flood. 

Bessie and Cook Lanes have had issues with rushing water 

Embankment failures and floods repeatedly damage Dugway Road. 

According to one owner, flooding was not a problem until the Army Corps of Engineers competed the 
lock and dam system on the Mississippi River in the 1930s 

GCEM purchased a repetitive loss property in the Town in 2006 

Inappropriate agricultural practices increase flooding. 

The railroad bed serves as a de facto levee for the Mississippi River, which causes a false sense of 
security, as the railroad bed was not constructed to function as a levee. The Town reports that the 
Burlington Northern-Santa Fe Railroad neglects track maintenance. 

The Town of Glen Haven Fire Department building is antiquated and undersized, leaving no space for 
storage of additional equipment or staging area for emergency services and training sessions. 

Town roads with issues include: 

 Petry Lane is a very narrow densely forested, gravel road north of Glen Haven Village. The 
road serves as the only access to several residences. One of the bridges along this road has 
been replaced since 2013 and held up during the 2017 floods. There is no maintenance 
program for the creek or ravine. Rushing water often floods into the yard of 13 CTH V, which 
is at the bottom of Petry Lane. 

 Rock School Road generally has no concerns until it reaches the Village, where water has to 
make a sharp right-hand turn to run into the drainage ditch. The water often runs over CTH V 
and then joins water coming from Petry Lane and CTH V. A naturally running spring can be 
found along this hollow. 

 The bridge on Squirrel Hollow Road is in poor condition and should be replaced in the next 5-
10 years. 

 New culverts were installed on May Lane since 2013. It is a steep gravel road flanked by 
several houses. A naturally occurring spring runs under the road and behind several houses. 
The new culverts were effective to manage the 2017 stormwater.  

 Duncan Road has had a problem with the stormwater pipe washing out. 

 Ramsey Road has a 4 foot drainage pipe that runs under the road is often too small. The Town 
is working to reconstruct the east end of the road. 

 Bessie Lane has been seal coated and manages stormwater well. 

The hollows leading down to the Village of Glen Haven are densely wooded. There is no maintenance 
plan in place to keep fallen branches from collecting in the creek and dry beds to be swept away in 
the event of a flash-flood. 

Signals and Crossings were replaced on the BNSF rail since 2013. 

The Town of Glen Haven Fire Department building is antiquated and undersized, leaving no space for 
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storage of additional equipment or staging area for emergency services and training sessions. The 
Town voted to build a new fire station in 2018 

 

Table 110 - Town of Glen Haven Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Stabilize Chase Creek near Dugway Road, so 
that future flooding will not washout road and 
fiber optic cables.  

High 5 years Town/DNR. 
Grant Co.  

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with DNR and County to evaluate current 
Dike and its ability. 

Medium 5 years Town/ Rail 
Operator/ 
GCEM/ WisDOT 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with railroad operator to develop a plan 
to maintain all at-grade rail crossings and 
ensure they are clear of debris. 

 

Table 111 - Town of Glen Haven Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 45: Town of Glen Haven 
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Town of Harrison 
The Town of Harrison is located in southern Grant County between the City of Platteville and the Villages 

of Potosi and Tennyson. The Town is primarily agricultural. The town is split between the Platte River 

and Little Platte River watersheds. Harrison had an estimated population of 504 in 2016, an increase of 9 

residents since the 2010 census. 

 

Table 112 - Town of Harrison Historical Disaster Events58 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 5/31/2000 8 inches of rain in a 10 hour period caused widespread 
damage. FEMA funds were used to replace gravel on Oak, 
Schuster, Beagle, Substation, Angel, Stanton, Maple Ridge, 
and Platte Roads. There was an embankment failure on 
Maple Ridge Road. Damage was often the result of debris 
clogging culverts and causing damages. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to clean up debris on the Platte 
River. Rockwell and Oak Roads experience embankment 
failures. 

7/1990 FEMA funds were used to replace stream crossing 
approaches on Platte Rd. 

Flash Flooding 2009, 2017 Flash flooding was reported. 

7/28/2008 Flash flooding caused road washouts on Pine, Harrison, 
Morris, Travis, and Angels Roads/Lane. 

5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding caused gravel washouts on Shuster, West, 
Oak, and Bill road/lane.  

Severe Thunderstorms Unspecified Damaging hail was reported but a date was not specified. 

Winter Storm 2015 A severe winter storm was reported. 

2/2011 Winter storm with record snowfall. 

1978/1979 Ice storm 

Landslide/Embankment 
Failure 

2008, 2009, 
2017 

Flash flooding resulted in embankment failures.  

4-5/2003 Heavy rains caused a landslide that blocked Big Platte Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
58 Ibid. 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

170 

Table 113 - Town of Harrison Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop annual maintenance plan to clear 
drainages and culverts, and cut back trees. 

High 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to educate residents and 
owners on manure storage. 

Medium 2 years City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

 

Table 114 - Town of Harrison Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 46: Town of Harrison 
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Town of Hazel Green 
The Town of Hazel Green is located in the southeast corner of Grant County. It borders Lafayette County 

and Jo Daviess County in the State of Illinois. The Town had an estimated population in 2016 of 1,124 

people which was a slight decrease since the 2010 census. 

 

Table 115 - Town of Hazel Green Historical Disaster Events59 
Hazard  Date Description 

Winter Storm 2015 A severe winter storm was reported. 

Flooding and 
Road 
Washouts. 

2007, 2017 Flash Flooding was reported. 

2008 Sinsinawa Road was washed out. 

5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Park and Clay Lanes had damages due to rushing waters 
undercutting the road. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used for search and rescue, an embankment 
failure, and gravel washouts throughout the Town. 

Regular Church Road is regularly washed out with heavy rains. 

 

Table 116 - Town of Hazel Green Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ County 
Highway Dept. / 
WisDOT. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop a capital improvement and 
maintenance plan to address culverts, bridges, 
roads, and other infrastructure and utilities that 
will need to be upgraded. 

Medium 5 years Town/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building public shelters 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

Medium 2 years Town/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

 

Table 117 - Town of Hazel Green Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 
 

                                                            
59 Ibid. 
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Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 47: Town of Hazel Green 
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Town of Hickory Grove 
The Town of Hickory Grove is located in the northern half of Grant County, north of Military Ridge. The 

Town is primarily agricultural and is heavily forested. The Town is located in the Wisconsin River Basin. 

The population of Hickory Grove was estimated to be 461 people in 2016. 

 

Table 118 - Town of Hickory Grove Historical Disaster Events60 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 6/2000 Heavy rains caused flooding and washouts. FEMA funds were used 
to repair Johnson, Sleepy Hollow, Hurley, Dry Hollow and Level 
Valley Roads. 

7/1998 FEMA funds were used to make repairs to Johnson Road and 
Larson Lane. A box culvert was replaced on Sleepy Hollow Road. 

7/1993 Heavy rains caused embankment failures on Homer, Coon Valley, 
and Golf Roads. 

7/1990 FEMA funds were used to repair bridges on Home and Larson 
Roads. 

Flash Flooding 2013, 2017 Flash flooding was reported. 

5/22-23/2004  Wash outs occurred on Sleepy Hollow, Hurley, Larson, and Coon 
Valley Roads. Box culverts on Hurley and Sleepy Hollow roads were 
plugged. 

Summer 2008 Flash flooding caused landslides and washouts on Sleepy Hollow 
Road, Level Valley Road, and Larson Lane. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2013, 2017 Severe thunderstorm wind events were reported. 

Winter Storms 12/2010 Severe snow drifting required outside contractor to remove. 

 

Table 119 - Town of Hickory Grove Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 1 year Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop maintenance plan to clear ditches and 
culverts on an annual basis. 

Medium 5 years Town/ Grant 
County 
Highway Dept. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with Grant County Highway Department 
to maintain roads and install ditches to better 
handle stormwater. 

Low 2 years Town/ GCEM $1000 Distribute, educate, and encourage use of 
Weather Radios. Especially for vulnerable 
populations without regular storm warning 
access.  

 

                                                            
60 Ibid. 
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Table 120 - Town of Hickory Grove Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 48: Town of Hickory Grove 
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Town of Jamestown 
The Town of Jamestown is located in the southwest corner of Grant County. The Town borders the 

Mississippi river to the west and the State of Illinois to the south. The Town had an estimated population 

in 2016 of 2,108 people which is an increase from the 2010 census of 2,076. US Highway 151 crosses the 

Mississippi River connecting Iowa to Wisconsin in Jamestown. 

 

Table 121 - Town of Jamestown Historical Disaster Events61 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding July 2008 Flooding washed out Timber Lane. 

2001 FEMA funds were used to remove debris and repairs at the dock 
and boat ramp at O’Leary’s on the Mississippi River. A residence 
was purchased through FEMA. 

5/1999 Flooding washed out a drainage tube on Mound Road. 

7/5/1993 Heavy Rains caused washouts and mudslides. 

6/1975 Louisburg Creek went out of its banks. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding caused gravel on roads to washout. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2010, 2011, 
2015 

Severe thunderstorms were reported. 

5/1975 Winds tore roof from a home and caused extensive damage in the 
unincorporated community of Kieler.  

Winter Storms 4/1973 19 inches of snow block all Town roads. 

Hazardous 
Material Spill 

Unspecified A significant hazardous material spill took place on US Highway 151 
in the Town. 

 
Table 122 - Town of Jamestown Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ Grant 
Co. Highway 
Dept. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with Grant County to address roads that 
are vulnerable to washouts by improving 
culverts and drainage ditches. 

High 5 years City/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building public shelters 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

Medium 5 years Town/ County 
Highway Dept. / 
WisDOT. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop a capital improvement plan to address 
culverts, bridges, roads, and other 
infrastructure and utilities that will need to be 
upgraded. 

 

                                                            
61 Ibid. 
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Table 123 - Town of Jamestown Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 49: Town of Jamestown 
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Township of Liberty 
The Town of Liberty is located between the Cities of Fennimore and Lancaster. The estimated 

population in 2016 was 562 people. The Town is primarily agricultural.  

 

Table 124 - Town of Liberty Historical Disaster Events62 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 7/1993 FEMA funds were used to road and embankment repairs on No 
Name, Hill, Ridge, Dead End, Pine Grove, Tormey, Rock School, 
HyPoint Point, Sleepy Hollow, Coon Hollow, Fairview, and Willow 
Roads and Harold’s Lane. 

1991 Flooding caused property damage in the unincorporated 
community of Stitzer. Floodwater took out the bridge on the east 
end of Rock School Rd. 

1990 FEMA funds were used to replace gravel on fifteen roads. Riprap 
was replaced on Rock School Rd. A wing wall was replaced on 
Factory Road. A bridge on Pine Grove Rd had to have riprap 
replaced. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding caused mudslides and washouts on Fairview, Pine 
Grove, and Coon Hollow Roads. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2017 Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

8/20/2004 High winds downed trees and power lines. 

 7/3/1975 Large hail, heavy rains, and strong winds caused extensive crop 
and property damages. 

Tornado Mid 1980s A tornado cause property damage on Grandview Road and County 
Rd E. 

 

Table 125 - Town of Liberty Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to educate residents and 
owners on manure storage. 

High 2 years Town $5-50K Move forward with implementation of fire-
department medical first responder program to 
provide emergency medical care prior to the 
arrival of ambulances from neighboring 
communities. 
 
 
 
 

                                                            
62 Ibid. 
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High 5 years Town of Liberty Existing 
Staff 
Time 

The water tower requires maintenance and 
evaluation. A history of freezing water 
restricted the amount of water being held. 
Enough water needs to be held and available to 
address emergency fire needs. 

Medium 3 years Town/ GCEM $1000 Distribute Weather Radios and educate 
residents on their use. 

 

Table 126 - Town of Liberty Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 50: Town of Liberty 
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Town of Lima 
The Town of Lima is located on the eastern border of Grant County. It shares a border with both Iowa 

and Lafayette Counties. It is located north of the City of Platteville. The town is primarily agricultural. 

The Little Platte River runs north to south through the town. The estimated population in 2016 was 809 

people.  

 

Table 127 - Town of Lima Historical Disaster Events63 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding Unspecified Flooding was reported during the 2018 Plan outreach but location 
or date was not specified. 

Severe 
Thunderstorm 

2017 Straight-line winds were reported. 

7/1993 Debris was deposited on roadways. Culverts and gravel were 
replaced on Crosscut, Waterfall, and Shady roads. Gravel was 
replaced on Badland Road and Sam and Dan Lane. 

 

Table 128 - Town of Lima Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to educate residents and 
owners on manure storage. 

High 5 years Town/ County 
Highway Dept. / 
WisDOT. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop a capital improvement plan to address 
culverts, bridges, roads, and other 
infrastructure and utilities that will need to be 
upgraded. 

Medium 3 years Town/ Grant 
Co./ Highway 
Dept. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Consider potential efforts to regulate large farm 
machinery on roads through routes and 
registration. 

 

Table 129 - Town of Lima Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

                                                            
63 Ibid. 
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County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 51: Town of Lima 
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Town of Little Grant 
The Town of Little Grant is located in western Grant County just south of Military Ridge. It is primarily 

agricultural. The estimated population in 2016 was 288 people, making it one of the least populated 

areas within the county. 

 

Table 130 - Town of Little Grant Historical Disaster Events64 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 6/6/2008 & 
6/12/2008 

Heavy rains caused road washouts on University Farm and 
McCluskey Roads. Debris on University, McCluskey, Hampton, 
Bowen School, Wilson Hill, and Pleasant Valley Roads. 

5/2000 Heavy rains caused flooding. FEMA Funds were used to repair 
eight town roads. 

6/1998 Heavy rains caused flooding. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to replace road embankments on 
Hampton, Cemetery, University Farm, Bedrock, Pleasant Valley, 
and Badger Roads and Meadowbrook Lane. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/20040 Flash flooding caused damage to gravel roads and blocked culverts. 

Winter Storm Unspecified A blizzard and ice storm were reported during outreach for the 
2018 Plan update. 

2/2/2011 Heavy Snow 

Tornado Unspecified A Tornado was reported during outreach for the 2018 Plan update. 

6/25/1957 Tornado caused unspecified damage. 

 

Table 131 - Town of Little Grant Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop an annual maintenance plan to clear 
debris from culverts and cut back tree canopy. 

High 2 years Town/ Fire 
Dept. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Encourage elderly and disabled residents to 
register with the ADRC and/or Law Enforcement 
to follow up during extreme weather events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
64 Ibid. 
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Table 132 - Town of Little Grant Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 52: Town of Little Grant 
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Town of Marion 
The Town of Marion is located north of Military Ridge. The Wisconsin River is the Town’s northwest 

border, between the City of Boscobel and the Village of Woodman. The Town is primarily agricultural 

with areas of forest. US Highway 61 travels North-South through the eastern half of the Town. The 

Town’s population was estimated to be 574 in 2016. The population grew by 10% between the 2000 and 

2010 census.  

 

Table 133 - Town of Marion Historical Disaster Events65 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flash Flooding 2013 Flash flooding was reported during the outreach for the 2018 Plan 
update. 

5/22-23/2004 FEMA funds were used to repair collapsed or damaged tubes that 
plugged on Wisconsin Valley Road. Flooding caused Peer and 
Sandhill Roads to close. 

Severe Winter 
Storms 

2016, 2017 Ice storms were reported. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2017 Straight-line winds were reported. 

6/2000 FEMA funds were used to repair embankments and washouts. 
Culverts were repaired and gravel was replaced on roads 
throughout the township. 

7/1998 FEMA funds were used to replace road embankments on Peer, 
Riley and Boebel Roads. Culvert repairs were done on Boebel Road.  

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to repair roads damaged by heavy rains. 
Wind generated debris was removed on Wisconsin Valley Road. 
Trees, rocks, sand, stumps, and other debris were removed and a 
concrete box culvert that clogged was replaced. Gravel on Virgin, 
Tower, Town Hall, Smokey Hollow and Hickory Hill Roads. Culverts 
and gravel were replaced on Dutch Hill and Boebel Roads. Funds 
received for search and rescue, and placement of road-closed 
signs.  

7/1990 FEMA funds were used to repair town roads damaged by heavy 
rains, replace culverts and gravel, and unclog culverts. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
65 Ibid. 
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Table 134 - Town of Marion Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 1 year Town/ ADRC Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with ADRC to identify and educate 
residents on nearby Heating and Cooling 
centers.  

High 5 years Town/ GCEM $0- 
$500K 

Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

High 3 years Town/ ADRC/ 
Grant Co. 
Sheriff’s Dept. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Encourage elderly and disabled residents to 
register with ADRC and/or Law Enforcement to 
be checked on during extreme weather events. 

Medium 2 years Town/ FSA Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and Encourage Crop Insurance 

Medium 1 year Town/ WIDNR Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage property owners to 
remove brush and vegetation to prevent forest 
and wildfires. 

Medium 5 years Town/Fire 
Dept./ DNR 

$5k- $8k Develop and implement plan to utilize dry 
hydrants and possible irrigation hook-ups. 

Low 2 years Town/ GCEM $1000 Distribute Weather Radios.  

 

Table 135 - Town of Marion Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 53: Town of Marion 
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Town of Millville 
The Town of Millville is located in the northwest of Grant County. Its northern border is the Wisconsin 

River. The landscape of the town is very rugged and much of the land is owned by the Department of 

Natural Resources. The Town is sparsely populated with an estimated population of 167 people in 2016.  

 

Table 136 - Town of Millville Historical Disaster Events66 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2009 Flooding occurred and debris clogged culvert on Millville Hollow 
Road. 

2008 Flooding occurred and debris clogged culvert on Millville Hollow 
Road. 

2005 Flooding occurred. 

8/11/2000 Flooding caused embankment washout on Kussmaul Road, a 
shoulder washout on Dark Hollow Road, culvert erosion at an inlet 
on Millville Hollow Road, embankment erosion on Campbell 
Hollow and Campbell Ridge Roads, and box culvert erosion and 
general damage to Barker Hollow Road.  

4/17/1997 Wisconsin River flooded County Highway C. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to replace gravel on Walnut Grove, 
Campbell Hollow Roads, and Winkers Lane. All three also had 
locations where culverts had to be replaced. 

1876 Flooding occurred. 

Flash Flooding 2017 Flash flooding was reported. 

5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding caused widespread road damage including 
washouts, mudslides, and debris deposits. Large amounts of gravel 
washed out on Campbell Hollow Road during a construction 
project. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

1990 A straight-line wind event was reported during outreach for the 
2018 Plan update. 

Winter Storms 4/5/2011 Heavy snow fall. 

Insect 
Infestation 

2001 – 2003 Asian beetles were abundant. 

Disease 1852 Cholera Outbreak. 

 
 

 

 

                                                            
66 Ibid. 
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Table 137 - Town of Millville Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ Fire 
Dept./ WIDNR 

$5k- $8k Develop and implement plan to utilize dry 
hydrants and possible irrigation hook-ups. 

High 3 years Town/ ADRC/ 
Grant Co. 
Sheriff’s Dept. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Encourage elderly and disabled residents and 
their families to register with ADRC and/or Law 
Enforcement to be checked on during extreme 
weather events. 

High 5 years Town/ County 
Highway Dept. / 
WisDOT. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop a capital improvement plan to address 
culverts, bridges, roads, and other 
infrastructure and utilities that will need to be 
upgraded. 

Medium 1 year Town/ WIDNR Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage property owners to 
remove brush and vegetation to prevent forest 
and wildfires. 

 

Table 138 - Town of Millville Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 54: Town of Millville 
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Town of Mount Hope 
The Town of Mount Hope is located on the eastern border of Grant County and has an estimated 

population of 391 people. The Town is primarily agriculture. The Town is one of the few areas in the 

County covered by three river basins, the Platte-Grant River, the Wisconsin River, and the Pecatonica 

River. The Town is located on the beginning of the descent of Military Ridge to the south. 

 

Table 139 - Town of Mount Hope Historical Disaster Events67 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2010 Flooding washed out Ridge, Big Green, South Ridge, and Lost 
Hollow Roads. 

2008 Flooding washed out Rice Road and Blackbourn Lane. 

5-6/2000 Flooding washed out roads and damaged a bridge. 

7/1998 FEMA funds were used to clean up wind-generated debris and 
replace road embankment on Shady Dell Rd. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to repair the road embankments on Birds 
Eye, Hilltop, Graham, Bollard, and Green River Roads. Gravel was 
replaced on Bollard and Green River Roads. A box culvert was 
replaced on Hilltop Road. 

1990 Heavy rains caused flooding that resulted in a County-wide disaster 
declaration. 

Flash Flooding 2016 Flash flooding was reported. 

5/22-23/2004 Flash flooding clogged culverts on Werley and Woodman Roads. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2010, 2011, 
2013, 2017 

Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

9/7/2001 Strong winds cause property and crop damages. Trees and power 
lines were downed. 

Winter Storms 3/1976 An ice storm caused widespread damage including downed power 
lines. 

Drought Unspecified Drought was reported during outreach for the 2018 Plan update 
but no specifics were provided. 

 

Table 140 - Town of Mount Hope Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop a capital improvement and 
maintenance plan to address culverts, bridges, 
roads, and other infrastructure and utilities that 
will need to be upgraded. 

Low 1 year Town/ FSA Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Encourage and educate residents on crop 
insurance benefits. 

                                                            
67 Ibid. 
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Table 141 - Town of Mount Hope Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 55: Town of Mount Hope 

 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

199 

Town of Mount Ida 
The Town of Mount Ida is located in northern Grant County. It is primarily agricultural. It is located on 

Military Ridge and much of the Town is north of the Ridge. The town is one of the highest elevated areas 

in Grant County. The Town’s estimated population in 2016 was 569 people. 

 

Table 142 - Town of Mount Ida Historical Disaster Events68 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 6/23/2000 Heavy rains caused road and crop damages. 

6-7/1993 Heavy rains caused road and crop damages. 

6/1990 Flooding occurred on all rivers and streams. Severe damage was 
done to roads, culverts, and bridges.  

4-5/1894 Bridges, roads, and railroads were washed out. Train was caught in 
flood water and destroyed. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 Flash flooding caused wash outs requiring gravel replacement and 
removal of debris. 

Spring, 1948 Fences were destroyed, cattle lost, two bridges were washed out, 
and roads were heavily damaged. 

Spring, 1908 Railroad was washed out. Roads, bridges, and crops were 
damaged. 

 2016, 2017 Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

 Unspecified Straight-line winds were reported during outreach for the 2018 
Plan update. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

6/1927 Hail caused road and crop damage. 

6/15/1909 Hail caused property and crop damage. 

Tornado Unspecified A tornado was reported during outreach for the 2018 Plan update. 

6/25/1957 An F2 tornado caused property damage. 

Summer, 1952 One farm was destroyed by a tornado. 

6/1986 A tornado caused property damage in the eastern part of the 
Town. 

Winter Storms 4/1976 An ice storm caused power outages for three weeks. 

2-3/1936 Extreme cold and heavy snowfall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
68 Ibid. 
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Table 143 - Town of Mount Ida Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 3 years Town/ ADRC/ 
Grant Co. 
Sheriff’s Dept. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Encourage elderly and disabled residents and 
their families to register with ADRC and/or Law 
Enforcement to be checked on during extreme 
weather events. 

High 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to educate residents and 
owners on manure storage. 

 

Table 144 - Town of Mount Ida Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 56: Town of Mount Ida 
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Town of Muscoda 
The Town of Muscoda is located in the northeastern corner of Grant County. Its northern boundary is 

the Wisconsin River. The Town is heavily wooded. The soils are very sandy which cause annual drought-

like conditions and increased fire hazards. The Blue River and its tributaries run through the Town. The 

population has recently experience strong population growth from a population of 674 in 2000 to 769 in 

2010, and an estimated population of 776 residents in 2016. 

 

Table 145 - Town of Muscoda Historical Disaster Events69 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2014 Unspecified 

2010 Flooding caused damage to Studnicka Road 

6/1000 Flooding caused damage to Studnicka, Bluff, Sand Branch, and 
Ridge Roads. 

1993 Flooding caused damage to Forest, Ridge, and Studnicka Roads. 

7/1990 FEMA funds were used to repair Studnicka Road. 

1951 Flooding in the Blue River Valley caused collection of debris and 
some cattle were washed away. 

Flash Flooding 2010 Flash flooding caused road washouts and erosion. 

5/22-23-2004 
& 6/14/2004 

Forest Road was damaged. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2012, 2013, 
2017 

Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

4/17/2004 Hail caused property damage. 

1998 Winds destroyed several barns on County Highways Q and G. 

Winter Storms 11/8/1986 Early snow caused severe crop loss. 

1976 An Ice Storm caused the power to go out for several hours. 

1959 Snow on Ridge Road was too deep to plow. 

Wild/ Forest 
Fires 

4/1998 20 acres burned near Highway 133. 

1960 200 acres burned between the Wisconsin River and 133. 

Insect 
Infestation 

1982-1983 Alfalfa weevils. 

2000-present Asian beetles. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
69 Ibid. 
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Table 146 - Town of Muscoda Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 1 year Town/ WIDNR Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage property owners to 
remove brush and vegetation to prevent forest 
and wildfires. 

High 2 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage property owners to 
keep creek areas clear of debris. 

High 5 years Village/Fire 
Dept./ WIDNR 

$5k- $8k Develop and implement plan to utilize dry 
hydrants and possible irrigation hook-ups. 

Medium 2 years Town/ GCEM $1000 Distribute Weather Radios.  

Medium 3 years Town/ UW- 
Extension/ FSA 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with UW Extension and area farmers to 
identify and correct agricultural practices that 
contribute to flooding, erosion, and 
embankment failure. 

 

Table 147 - Town of Muscoda Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 57: Town of Muscoda 
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Town of North Lancaster 
The Town of North Lancaster is located near the center of Grant County, south of Military Ridge and 

north of the City of Lancaster. The Grant River drains from the northeast to the southwest corner of the 

Town. The primary land use within the town is agriculture. The 2016 estimated population was 519 

people according to the American Community Survey. 

 

Table 148 - Town of North Lancaster Historical Disaster Events70 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 6/16/2004 Flooding caused unspecified damage. 

2000 FEMA funds were used to repair Scenic, Circle, Bluff, and Pine Knob 
Roads and High Lane.  

7/1998 FEMA funds were used to replace gravel on Pine, Bluff, Oak, Circle, 
Crest Trail, and High Lands Roads and Lake Lane. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to replace gravel and repair embankment 
failures. 

7/1990 FEMA funds were used to repair Studnicka Road Bridge. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2000 Hail caused property damage. 

7/3/1975 Hail, Heavy Rains, and Strong Winds caused severe property and 
crop damage. 

Tornado Unspecified A tornado was reported to occur between 2013 and 2018. It was 
reported during outreach for the 2018 Plan update. 

5/21/1918 A tornado destroyed Rowdon School. 

Drought 1988 Unspecified. 

Sever Winter 
Storms 

Unspecified An ice storm was reported during outreach for the 2018 Plan 
update. 

 

Table 149 - Town of North Lancaster Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ County 
Highway Dept. / 
WisDOT. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop a capital improvement and 
maintenance plan to address culverts, bridges, 
roads, and other infrastructure and utilities that 
will need to be upgraded. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
70 Ibid. 
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Table 150 - Town of North Lancaster Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 
 
 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 58: Town of North Lancaster 
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Town of Paris 
The Town of Paris is located in southern Grant County between Platteville and Dubuque, IA. US Highway 

151 travels north-south through the Town. The Platte River connects with the Mississippi River in the 

Town of Paris. Land use in the Town is primarily agricultural. Despite the growth in population of 

surrounding communities, the Town experienced a population decline between 2000 and 2010. The 

population decline from 754 in 2000 to 702 in 2010, with an estimated population of 708 in 2016.  

 

Table 151 - Town of Paris Historical Disaster Events71 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 6/1/2000 Flooding caused damages to Airport, Stanton, and Church Roads as 
well as Elmers, Charlie, Blockhouse, Kelly, and Cliff Lanes. 

5/20/1999 Flooding caused damages to Oak and Morgan Roads and Charlie 
Lane. 

6/3/1997 Oak Road experienced a washout. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used for repairs to Blockhouse and Line Roads. 

4/1965 Flooding on the Mississippi River backed up the Platte River. 
Homes in low-lying areas were flooded. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding closed Oak Road an Airport Road was covered in 
water for a short period of time. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2017 Severe thunderstorms were reported. 

Tornado 2010 A tornado was reported but location and damages were 
unspecified. 

 

Table 152 - Town of Paris Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

1 2 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop annual maintenance plan to clear 
drainages and culverts, and cut back trees. 

2 5 years Town/GCEM/ 
City of 
Platteville 

$5000 Work with City and GCEM to develop an 
Emergency Response Plan. 

3 5 years Town/ GCEM $250 Educate residents on wireless mass notification 
systems. 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
71 Ibid. 
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Table 153 - Town of Paris Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Town of Paris was flooded in 1965. These photos show flooded farmland during this period. 
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The Bainfield Bridge was completely covered during the 1965 flood. 
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Figure 59: Town of Paris 
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Town of Patch Grove 
The Town of Patch Grove is located in northwest Grant County on Military Ridge. US Highway 18 runs 

east-west along Military Ridge through the Town. The Town had an estimated population of 340 people 

in 2016 according to the American Community Survey.  

 

Table 154 - Town of Patch Grove Historical Disaster Events72 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2013 Flooding was reported 

6/2008 Heavy rains caused road washouts and embankment failures. 

5/2003 Flooding caused culverts to washout. 

7/1993 FEMA monies were used to remove debris and replace gravel on 
roads throughout the Town. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 Flash flooding caused gravel washouts and culvert damage on 
Hicklin Hollow and Dark Hollow Roads. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2007 Straight-line winds were reported. 

1950 Hail damaged crops. 

Unspecified High winds caused crop and property damage. 

Tornado 5/30/1985 An F2 Tornado destroyed agricultural buildings and crops. 

Winter Storms 2/2/2011 Two days of heavy snow required extra resources to clear roads. 

1976 An ice storm caused widespread damage. 

 

Table 155 - Town of Patch Grove Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Town/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for 
implementation. 

Medium 5 years Town/ GCEM $0- 
$500k 

Identify and/or explore building a public 
shelter to be used during emergency 
situations and severe weather events and 
educate the public on their availability. 

Medium 2 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop annual maintenance plan to clear 
drainages and culverts, install snow fence, 
and cut back trees. 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
72 Ibid. 
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Table 156 Town of Patch Grove Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 60: Town of Patch Grove 
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Town of Platteville 
The Town of Platteville is located in southern Grant County and border the City of Platteville. US 

Highway 151 runs east-west through the Town. The town is primarily agricultural. The Town has 

experienced population growth in recent years, likely due to its proximity to Grant County’s largest city, 

Platteville. The population grew from 1,343 in 2000 to 1,509 in 2010. 

 

Table 157 - Town of Platteville Historical Disaster Events73 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flash Flooding 2011 Rainwater flooded 151. 

5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding washed out gravel, damaged culverts, and deposited 
debris on Southwest Road. 

5/31-6/1/2000 Flash flooding caused washouts on several roads in the Town. 

Summer, 1998 Flash flooding caused embankment damages and washouts on 
several roads. 

6/1993 Heavy rains caused damages to Town roads and culverts. 

7/15/1950 Flash flooding washed out and destroyed several bridges in Town, 
including Stumptown bridge. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2013, 2014, 
2015, 2017 

Severe thunderstorm winds were reported. 

2011, 2017 A damaging hail event was reported. 

1960s Large hail damaged trees, buildings, and killed some livestock. 

Drought Summer 1988 Drought caused decreased crop yields. 

Tornado 2014, 2015 A tornado hit the town and city in both 2014 and 2015. 

 

Table 158 – Town of Platteville Comments 
Work has been done at the culvert at Southwest Road and US 151 since 2013. The culvert is still 
undersized and water will go over the road, but the road is engineered to handle the water. 

There is a firing range located off Pleasant Valley Road. There have not been any incidents, but it 
should be noted.  

The U.S. Highway 151 four-lane expansion has caused increased stormwater run-off and flooding. The 
project resulted in 9 more dead-ends and 5.5 more miles of roads. Most issues have been addressed 
since the expansion.  

Stormwater management issues include: 

 The 4-5 foot drainage tube on Southwest Road needs to be replaced with at least a 6-8 foot 
tube. 

 Southwest Road (1 mile west of CTH D) has a 6-foot drainage tube, which should be considered 
for a box culvert replacement. The stream that runs through this valley occasionally overruns 
its banks causing Southwest Road to flood.  

 Southwest Road is scheduled to be paved in 2018-2019. The road is currently excessively wide 
to accommodate dump truck traffic. The design for the new road will narrow the road and 

                                                            
73 Ibid. 
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allow the shoulders and ditches to increase, providing better drainage. 

 Culvert tubes have been added to the existing box culvert on Bluff Lane (~2 miles south of US 
Highway 151 on CTH D) to manage stormwater flooding. The road will still flood but the new 
drainage is better able to handle large rain events. The bridge is now twice as wide to 
accommodate traffic. 

 Ditching work has been done since 2013 to address stormwater flooding of Blockhouse Creek 
on Pleasant Valley Road. Water still goes over the road during heavy rain events but the 
ditching has mitigated damages to the road caused by flooding. The failures to use farming 
practices that prevent erosion are believed to contribute to the problem. 

The two mobile home parks in the Town, Oak Park and Woodland Terrace, have cinder block, 
windowless storm shelters that are in varying states of disrepair. GCEM is not positive the shelters 
could withstand winds in excess of 100 miles per hour. The Town has received comments that the 
storm shelter in Oak Park is inaccessible to residents. Efforts should be made to coordinate with the 
owners of the mobile home parks to (a) identify what repairs or enforcement is necessary to ensure 
that existing storm shelters are functional, or to get new, accessible shelters built and (b) encourage 
tie-downs on all mobile homes. 

The Village has undertaken substantial upgrades to Shady Road since 2013. Upgrades include clearing 
the over canopy, replacing the culvert at the bottom of the hill, ditching the road, and paving the road. 
The culvert is still somewhat undersized but the overall result was that stormwater damage to the road 
was mitigated.  

The low lying areas of North Elm Street receive stormwater run-off from the Platteville Golf and 
Country Club, a small creek and four tubes that collect stormwater run-off from the City of Platteville 
housing development. One of the tubes carries a significant volume of water from a natural spring. At 
certain times of the year, the tubes and retention area are inadequate and floods the road, making 
access to five houses impossible. The street is owned and maintained by the Town and City of 
Platteville; however, there is disagreement regarding ownership boundaries and stormwater 
management responsibilities. Work with the Town and property owners to arrive at a long term 
solution. 

High volumes of truck traffic on Highways 80, 81 and 151 increase the possibility of a hazardous 
materials spill. 

The Town is concerned about the potential emergency traffic problems around the City of Platteville. 
The Town would like to work with the County and the City of Platteville to develop a northern by-pass 
to the City of Platteville. The Town believes that this is an important emergency route in case of natural 
or man-made disasters on US Highway 151. 
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Table 159 - Town of Platteville Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ GCEM $0- $500k Identify and/or explore building a public shelter 
to be used during emergency situations and 
severe weather events and educate the public 
on their availability. 

Medium 2 years Town/ City/ 
GCEM 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for implementation. 

Medium 5 years Grant County 
Highway/ 
WisDOT/ Town 

Unknown Work with the Grant County Highway 
Department and Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation to identify stormwater 
management issues along existing and 
proposed roadways and make repairs, as funds 
are available. 
 

 

Table 160 - Town of Platteville Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Shady Lane floods during periods of heavy 

rain, making emergency access to homes in 

the area difficult. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This bridge, located on Pleasant Valley Road, 

floods during periods of heavy rain, restricting 

access to area homes and businesses. 

An inlet tube, located near Hwy 151, is unable to 

effectively handle large volumes of rain water 

during heavy rains. 

An old, weathered Bluff Lane bridge in the Town 

of Platteville is covered with water during periods 

of heavy rain. 
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The Platteville Industrial Park, located in the 

background of this photo, experiences 

stormwater management problems due to 

ineffective culverts and catch basins. 
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Figure 61: Town of Platteville 
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Town of Potosi 
The Town of Potosi is located in southern Grant County. It is the County’s largest town by size. The Grant 

River enters the Mississippi River in the Town. The southern boundary with the Mississippi River is 

characterized by tall wooded bluffs. The estimated population in 2016 was 857 people according to the 

American Community Survey. 

 

Table 161 - Town of Potosi Historical Disaster Events74 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2008, 2010, 
2017 

Flooding was reported during outreach for the 2018 Plan update 
but it was not specified if the flooding was flash flooding or related 
to the Mississippi River. 

2000 FEMA funds were used to repair Seymore Ridge, Church Road, 
Hippy Hollow Road, Rockville Road, Muller Lane, Bartels 80, Abing 
Lane, Hog Hollow Road, River Lane, and Pikes Peak Road.  

7/1998 FEMA funds were used to repair Muller Lane, West Lane, Church 
Lane, Seymore Ridge Road, Camel Back Road, Old Potosi Road, 
Vannatta Lane, and Abing Lane. 

1951 Mississippi River flooding caused the Grant River to back up. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding damaged Tobins 80 and the lower end of Hippy 
Hollow Road. Many culverts were plugged. 

Severe Winter 
Storm 

2014 Unspecified. 

Tornado Unspecified  

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2009 A damaging hail event was reported. 

8/20/2003 Strong winds damaged the roof of the school in Potosi. 

4/11/2001 Strong winds caused property damage. 

5/31/1998 Strong winds caused a barn to collapse. 
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Table 162 - Town of Potosi Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/GCEM/School $0- 
$500k 

Identify and/or explore building a public 
shelter to be used during emergency 
situations and severe weather events and 
educate the public on their availability. 

High 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. 
Conservation, Sanitation, and Zoning to 
educate residents and owners on manure 
storage. 

High 2 years City/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for 
implementation. 

High  Town/ GCEM $500 Train local Fire and EMS on Hazardous 
Material Spills. 

Low  Town/ UW – 
Extension/ FSA 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with UW – Extension to educate 
landowners on erosion and riparian 
conservation. 

 

Table 163 - Town of Potosi Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Homes in the Platte River area are often flooded. These photos show some of the 

homes after the 1965 flood. 
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Figure 62: Town of Potosi 
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Town of Smelser 
The Town of Smelser is located in southeastern Grant County. The Town is primarily agricultural. The 

estimated population in 2016 was 799 people according to the American Community Survey. 

 

Table 164 - Town of Smelser Historical Disaster Events75 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding Unspecified Flooding was reported during outreach for the 2018 plan but dates 
and locations were not specified. 

1999 Heavy rains in a short time period caused damages throughout the 
Town. 

7/1998 FEMA funds were used to repair Cemetery, Rock, Hill, and Klar 
Roads. 

6/1993 Heavy rains caused damages throughout the Town. 

1876 “Centennial Flood” of Campbell’s Branch Creek killed one and 
threatened to destroy the dam and mill. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

 Gravel washed out on Patch Road. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

9/11/2000 Large hail caused property and crop damages. 

Winter Storms 2/2011 Heavy snow and drifting. 

Sinkholes Unspecified  

 
Table 165 - Town of Smelser Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ Grant 
Co. Highway 
Department. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop long term capital improvement and 
maintenance plan to address roads, bridges, 
culverts, and ditches. 

Medium 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to educate residents and 
owners on manure storage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
75 Ibid. 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

226 

Table 166 - Town of Smelser Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 63: Town of Smelser 
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Town of South Lancaster 
The Town of South Lancaster is located in central Grant County. US Highway 61 runs north-south 

through the eastern half of the Town connecting The Villages of Potosi and Tennyson to the City of 

Lancaster. The Town had an estimated population of 848 people in 2016.  

 
Table 167 - Town of South Lancaster Historical Disaster Events76 
Hazard  Date Description 

 2009, 2010 Flooding was reported during outreach for the 2018 Plan update. 

Flooding 5/2000 Pigeon Lane was washed out due to heavy rains. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to replace gravel on roads after storms. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 Flooding caused gravel to wash out. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

6/13/2002 Straight-line winds destroyed a barn, killing seven cattle. 

7/16-17/1977 Large hail caused property and crop damages. 

Tornado 1959 Tornado near the unincorporated community of Hurricane. 

 
Table 168 - Town of South Lancaster Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop annual maintenance plan to clear 
drainages and culverts, and cut back trees. 

Medium 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning to educate residents and 
owners on manure storage. 
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Table 169 - Town of South Lancaster Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 64: Town of South Lancaster 
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Town of Waterloo 
The Town of Waterloo is located in southwestern Grant County between the Towns of Cassville and 

Potosi. The southern boundary of the Town is the Mississippi River. State Highway 133 runs along the 

Mississippi River connecting the Villages of Cassville and Potosi. The Town is primarily agricultural with 

an estimated population of 547 people in 2016. Rattlesnake Creek connects with the Grant River in the 

northern part of the Town and the Grant River continues a very winding path through the Town. The 

Grant River is the source of much of flooding in the Town. 

 

Table 170 - Town of Waterloo Historical Disaster Events77 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2017 The Grant River flooded and caused damages. 

Unspecified Mississippi River flooding affects the Town. 

6/4/2002 Grant River and other tributaries flooded extensively causing 
property and crop damages. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to clear out a channel and create an 
emergency levee on Lynn Hollow Lane. 

Flash Flooding Regularly. 
Nearly 
annually. 

The Grant River floods during periods of heavy rains causing flash 
flooding. Heavy crop damages are reported on Pigeon River Road, 
Burton Lane, County Highway U, Rattlesnake Road, Camel Ridge 
Road, East Park Lane, West Park Lane, Glassmaker Road, and 
Chaffee Hollow Road. Washouts, bridge damage, and debris are 
problems associated with the Grant River 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

10/2001 Lightning killed livestock. 

2001 Lightning burned out the wiring on a grain bin. 

6/2000 Hail caused severe crop damages. 

Tornado 6/30/1955 Tornado destroyed three barns and two garages. One house and 
two barns were extensively damaged. 

Landslide/ 
Embankment 
Failure 

 Embankment failures are frequent occurrences on Kieler Lane, East 
Park Road, Dugway Road, Blackjack Road, and Pigeon River Road. 
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Table 171 - Town of Waterloo Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ County 
Highway Dept. / 
WisDOT. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop a capital improvements and 
maintenance plan to address culverts, 
bridges, roads, and other infrastructure and 
utilities that will need to be upgraded. 

 

Table 172 - Town of Waterloo Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 65: Town of Waterloo 
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Town of Watterstown 
The Town of Watterstown is located in on the northern boundary of Grant County along the Wisconsin 

River. It is located between the Towns of Muscoda and Boscobel. The town is primarily agricultural. A 

Ridge running north-south through the town makes it one of the higher elevations bordering the 

Wisconsin River. The Town had an estimated population of 332 people in 2016.  

 

Table 173 - Town of Watterstown Historical Disaster Events78 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding Reoccurring  Flooding was reported to occur regularly during outreach for the 
2018 Plan update. 

5/22-23/2004 Flooding damaged a culvert on Studenberg Road. 

7/2000 Flooding deposited debris and caused damage on Bailey and Flynn 
Road and Old County C. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to remove debris, replace gravel, and 
repair culverts. 

7/1990 FEMA funds were used to replace gravel and repair culverts on 
Circle Drive, Bailey Road, and Old County C. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

8/25/2003 Large hail was reported. 

Landslide and 
Embankment 
Failure 

7/2000 Heavy rains caused an embankment failure on Old County C. 

Drought Unspecified Drought was reported by public participants but no information 
was given regarding location or dates. 

 

Table 174 - Town of Watterstown Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ Fire 
Dept./ DNR 

$5k- $8k Develop and implement plan to utilize dry 
hydrants and possible irrigation hook-ups. 

Medium 2 years Town/ FSA Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage residents on Crop 
Insurance. 

Low 2 years Town/ GCEM $1000 Distribute Weather Radios.  
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Table 175 - Town of Watterstown Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 66: Town of Watterstown 
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Town of Wingville 
The Town of Wingville is located on Military Ridge on the eastern border of Grant County. Agriculture is 

the primary land use in the Town. US Highway 18 travels east-west through the town. The population in 

2016 was estimated to be 361, a significant decrease from 394 residents identified in the 2000 Census. 

 

Table 176 - Town of Wingville Historical Disaster Events79 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2017 Unspecified if it was flooding or flash flooding. 

2007/2008 Flooding caused embankment failures and road washouts. 

1996 Flooding washed out a private drive. 

1993 Flooding caused the end of a culvert to washout. FEMA funds were 
used to remove debris on Cass Hollow Road. 

1990 Flooding caused a culvert to washout. 

Flash Flooding 2013 Unspecified 

1992 Flash Flooding caused severe damage on Snow Bottom and 
Vavricka Roads. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

2016 Straight-line winds caused damage. 

1997 High winds caused property damage. 

1994 Hail caused widespread damage in the southern half of the Town. 

Tornado 1974 Tornado touched down. 

 

Table 177 - Town of Wingville Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ County 
Highway Dept. / 
WisDOT. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop a capital improvement and 
maintenance plan to address culverts, 
bridges, roads, and other infrastructure and 
utilities that will need to be upgraded. 

Medium 5 years Town/ WIDNR/ 
Grant Co. CSZ. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with WIDNR and Grant Co. 
Conservation, Sanitation, and Zoning to 
educate residents and owners on manure 
storage. 

Low 5 years Town/WIDNR Unknown Request a groundwater susceptibility study 
and develop a plan to address vulnerable 
areas.  
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Table 178 - Town of Wingville Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 67: Town of Wingville 
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Town of Woodman 
The Town of Woodman is located on the north central boundary of Grant County, along the Wisconsin 

River. The Town is heavily wooded and there is a large amount of state land bordering the Wisconsin 

River. The population of the Town was estimated to be 189 people in 2016, making the Town one of the 

most sparsely populated areas in Grant County. 

 

Table 179 - Town of Woodman Historical Disaster Events80 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 4/17/1997 Wisconsin River Flooding caused damage to County Highway C. 

Flash Flooding 2013, 2016, 
2017 

Flash Flooding was reported during outreach for the 2018 Plan 
update. 

7/8/2009 Heavy Rains caused flash floods that damaged Green River, Irish 
Ridge, and Lake Roads. 

6/10/2008 Heavy Rains caused flash floods that damaged Green River, Irish 
Ridge, and Lake Roads. 

8/10/2007 Heavy Rains caused flash floods that damaged Green River, Irish 
Ridge, and Lake Roads. 

5/22-23/2004 Flash flooding caused widespread washouts, debris, and culvert 
damage. 

6/1/2000 Flooding washed out and clogged culverts on Rocky Dell, Irish 
Ridge, Big Green, and Spring Roads. 

7/1993 FEMA funds were used to replace grave and embankments on 
Shady Hollow, Rosendale, and Spring Roads and Bachelors Lane. 

5/1992 Flash Flooding caused damages on Virgin Lane and Rosendale 
Road. 

5/1990 Flash Flooding caused damages on Rosendale, Rocky Dell, and 
Dutch Hill Roads. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

6/25/1998 Large hail caused crop damages. 

Winter Storm 2017 An ice storm was reported to take place in early 2017. 

2/2/2011 Heavy snows. 

Tornado 1947 A tornado damaged trees and property on the south end of Town. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            
80 Ibid. 
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Table 180 - Town of Woodman Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 2 years Town Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop plan to clear debris from culverts and 
drainage on an annual basis.  

High 1 year Town/ WIDNR Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage property owners to 
remove brush and vegetation to prevent forest 
and wildfires. 

Medium 3 years Grant Co. CSZ/ 
WIDNR/ Town 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with Grant County Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Zoning Department and 
Department of Natural Resources to monitor 
and educate owners and residents on manure 
storage systems. 

Medium 2 years Town/ FSA Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage residents on Crop 
Insurance 

Medium 5 years Town/ Fire 
Dept./ WIDNR 

$5k- $8k Develop and implement plan to utilize dry 
hydrants and possible irrigation hook-ups. 

 

Table 181 - Town of Woodman Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 68: Town of Woodman 
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Town of Wyalusing 
The Town of Wyalusing is located in the northwestern corner of Grant County. It is densely wooded and 

is located at the confluence of the Wisconsin and Mississippi Rivers. A large part of the Town is wooded 

floodplain that is part of Wyalusing State Park. Steep bluffs rise from the flood plains. The Town’s 

population was estimated to be 342 people in 2016. 

 

Table 182 - Town of Wyalusing Historical Disaster Events81 
Hazard  Date Description 

Flooding 2013, 2014, 
2016 

Flooding was reported. 

2008, 2009 Flooding caused water over County Road X. 

1997 Wisconsin River Flooding caused water over County Roads C and X. 

2001, 1993, 
1986, 1973, 
1969, 1967, 
1965, 1952, 
1951, 1922, 
1920, 1888, 
1881, 1880 

Mississippi River Flooding. 

Flash Flooding 5/22-23/2004 
& 6/16/2004 

Flash flooding caused washouts on Sand Hollow, Dry Hollow, and 
Gasner Hollow Roads. 

Severe 
Thunderstorms 

5/16/1999  Large Hail caused property damage. 

6/18/1998 Strong winds caused property damage. 

 2014 A tornado was reported but no further information was provided. 

Tornado 5/1985 A tornado destroyed buildings and acres of trees. 

Winter Storms February 2011 Strong winds caused drifting. 

 
Table 183 - Town of Wyalusing Local Action Recommendation 
Priority Timeline Responsibility Cost Strategy 

High 5 years Town/ Fire Dept./ 
WIDNR 

$5k- $8k Develop and implement plan to utilize dry 
hydrants and possible irrigation hook-ups. 

High 1 year Town/ WIDNR Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Educate and encourage property owners to 
remove brush and vegetation to prevent 
forest and wildfires. 

Medium 5 years Town/ County 
Highway Dept. / 
WisDOT. 

Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Develop a capital improvements and 
maintenance plan to address culverts, 
bridges, roads, and other infrastructure and 
utilities that will need to be upgraded. 
 

                                                            
81 Ibid. 
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Medium 5 years Town/ GCEM/ 
WIDNR 

$0- 
$500k 

Identify and/or explore building a public 
shelter to be used during emergency 
situations and severe weather events and 
educate the public on their availability. 

Medium 2 years Town/ GCEM Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Work with GCEM to develop and update a 
County-Wide Emergency Operations Plan. 
Educate those responsible for 
implementation. 

 

Table 184 - Town of Wyalusing Ongoing Strategies 
Responsibility Cost Strategy 

Fire Dept./ 
EMS 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to maintain Mutual Aid Box Alarm System (MABAS) for Fire 
and EMS services. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin Uniform Dwelling Code 
(UDC) in the construction and improvements to all buildings within the 
Town to assure that buildings are best able to safely withstand natural 
hazards that may occur. 

Grant Co. 
CSZ./ Town 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent with mitigation 
strategies and information identified in this plan and comprehensive 
plan. 

County 
Highway Dept. 

Unknown Strive to upgrade road and other infrastructure to better meet flood 
standards. 

Town 
Patrolman 

Existing 
Staff Time 

Explore developing mutual-aid agreements with the County and/or 
other municipalities to address emergency priorities and share 
equipment (e.g. snowplows, salt equipment). 

Town/GCEM Existing 
Staff Time 

Educate residents and recreational populations on wireless mass 
notification systems as they become available. 
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Figure 69: Town of Wyalusing 
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Chapter 5: County-Wide Mitigation Strategies 
Similar to the local mitigation strategies identified in Chapter 4, county-wide strategies were developed 

by identifying community assets to protect rather than addressing specific hazards. The county-wide 

strategies of the 2018 Plan intend to reduce or avoid long-term vulnerabilities to the people, economy, 

infrastructure, and environment of Grant County. 

Although, several strategies identified in this chapter are ongoing from the 2013 Plan, many of them 

have been updated or are new. The strategies work towards achieving the overall hazard mitigation 

goals of the Plan. 

Overall Hazard Mitigation Goals 
The planning team evaluated and updated the previous goals of the 2013 plan. The planning team 

determined that the goals of the previous plan were adequate and that continuing to work towards 

those goals is important. One additional goal was added, to protect against economic disruption due to 

natural and man-made hazards. The goals of the plan are listed below.  

 Protect human lives, both today and for future generations. 

 Protect human and environmental health. 

 Protect against economic disruption due to natural and man-made hazards. 

 Protect utilities, infrastructure, and critical facilities, including police, fire, and EMS stations. 

 Help people protect themselves. 

 Protect roads from washouts/landslides. 

 Prevent future risk of hazards in highly vulnerable areas. 

 Maximize the use of state and federal funds. 
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County-Wide Strategies  
The following tables highlight the County-Wide strategies to address all hazards and to address specific 

hazards. 

Table 185 – Strategies to minimize the impact of all Hazards. 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High 2 years GCEM Existing Staff 
Time 

Develop and update a County-Wide Emergency 
Operations Plan. Educate those responsible for 
implementation. 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

GCEM/ 
County/ 

Local. Gov. 

Develop and fund a county- wide emergency 
wireless mass-notification system. 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

GCEM Maintain and support the County and Local 
Community Fire & EMS use of a Mutual Aid Box 
Alarm System (MABAS). 

High 5 years $20K GCEM/ Grant 
County Public 
Health Dept. 
Grant County 

Sheriff’s 
Dept. 

Develop a “Functional Need Database” identifying 
the locations of isolated, vulnerable, or special need 
populations in Grant County. 

High Ongoing Unknown GCEM/ 
County 
Sheriff’s 

Dept. 

Address existing Public Safety Radio and paging 
problems. Continue to monitor and maintain this 
system. 

High Yearly $5K/ Year GCEM Maintain the Regional Technical Partnership to 
address technical rescue situations. 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, 
and Zoning. 

Assure that future land use planning is consistent 
with mitigation strategies identified in this Plan and 
in the County’s Comprehensive Plan. 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, 
and Zoning. 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin 
Uniform Dwelling Code (UDC) in construction and 
improvements to all buildings within the County to 
assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

High 5 year $0 - 
$500K / 

site. 

GCEM Work with Local Governments to identify locations 
that can serve as public shelters in emergency 
situations and/or explore building public storm 
shelters. 

Medium 5 year $10K GCEM Develop Emergency Response Plan for all Local 
School Districts, Colleges, and Universities. 

Medium 5 years Unknown GCEM Educate local governments on the benefit of having 
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sufficient back-up power sources so that facilities 
may continue to provide basic services during times 
of power failure. 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

GCEM/Grant 
County 

Highway 
Dept./ Local 

Gov. 

Support and facilitate mutual aid agreements 
among local government and the county to address 
emergency priorities and share equipment. 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

GCEM/ Fire & 
EMS 

Work with communities to develop Hazardous 
Material Response Plan. 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

GCEM Host Emergency Awareness events including 
Tornado and/or Severe Weather Awareness Week 
in March or April of each year. 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

GCEM Post emergency awareness information to the Grant 
County Website and/or social media. 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Grant County 
Highway 
Dept./ 

WisDOT 

Coordinate road construction projects with 
stormwater management projects in areas with 
regular flooding and washouts. 

Medium 5 years $2K - $3K GCEM Utilize grant funding to purchase and distribute 
weather radios among residents. 

Low 5 years $8K GCEM Explore training Community Emergency Response 
Teams for the County. 

Low Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, 
and Zoning 

Support and comply with State regulations assuring 
real estate disclosure of hazardous pre-existing 
property conditions. 

Low 5 years Local 
Gov. 

$500 - $3000 Educate local businesses on the benefits of 
developing a Continuity of Operations Plan. 
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Table 186 – Specific Strategies to minimize the impact of Flooding and Flash Flooding 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, and 
Zoning 

Continue to actively promote and 
participate in the National Flood Insurance 
Program. 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, and 
Zoning 

Continue to enforce State and Local 
floodplain zoning standards and regulations. 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff 

Time and 
TBD 

GCEM/ Grant County 
Highway Dept. 

Work with local governments on road, 
bridge, and other infrastructure planning to 
better meet flood standards. 

High 5 Years Local 
Gov./ 

GCEM/ 
WIDNR 

$1M+ per village Work with WIDNR and GCEM to update 
Waste Water Treatment Plan and sewer 
and water infrastructure 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Grant County 
Highway Dept./ 

WisDOT 

Coordinate road construction projects with 
stormwater management projects in areas 
with regular flooding and washouts. 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, and 
Zoning 

Continue to enforce the County Subdivision 
Ordinance requiring engineering for 
development near or within a delineated 
floodplain or flood prone area. 

Medium Ongoing TBD GCEM/ Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, and 
Zoning 

As feasible, acquire land with structures 
that are located within the flood plains to 
remove structures and enforce permanent 
restrictions on development for these 
parcels. 

Medium 5 years $10K Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, and 
Zoning 

Consider adopting a county-wide 
stormwater ordinance. Encourage local 
municipalities to do the same; encouraging 
those who already have an ordinance to 
enforce it. 

Medium Ongoing TBD 
$15,000 
+/ Year 

Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, and 
Zoning 

Continue to invest in technologies such as 
county wide Light Detection & Ranging 
(LiDAR) on floodplains to improve local 
knowledge of floodplain areas. 

Medium 5 years Existing 
Staff 
Time 

GCEM/ Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, and 
Zoning / WIDNR 

Work with WIDNR and private landowners 
to inspect, address, and maintain dams. 
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Medium 5 Years Existing 
Staff 
Time 

GCEM/ Grant County 
Conservation, 

Sanitation, and 
Zoning 

Educate Local Governments on benefits of 
stormwater ordinances, systems, and best 
practices. 

Medium 5 Years Existing 
Staff 
Time 

GCEM/ WIDNR Work with and educate landowners in 
upstream areas of creeks and rivers prone 
to flash flooding in communities. 

 

Table 187 – Specific strategies to minimize the impact of Severe Thunderstorms, Hail, Lightning, 
and Tornadoes 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High 5 year $0 - 
$500K / 

site. 

GCEM Work with Local Governments to identify locations 
that can serve as public shelters in emergency 
situations and/or explore building public storm 
shelters. 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff 
Time 

GCEM/ 
County/ 

Local. Gov. 

Develop and fund a county- wide emergency 
wireless mass-notification system. 

 

Table 188 – Specific strategies to minimize the impact of Severe Winter Storms 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High 5 years Existing 
Staff Time 

GCEM/ Grant 
County 

Highway 
Dept. 

Specialized equipment is needed for winter rescue 
(e.g. snow-mobiles). Explore agreements with 
other organizations to use their equipment during 
these emergencies. 

Medium 5 years $2- $5 
Yearly 

Grant County 
Highway 

Department 

Identify the locations where snow fencing is 
needed and install fencing where needed. 

 

Table 189 – Strategies specific to minimize the impact of Wildfires and Forest Fires 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High 5 years $1000 GCEM/ Local 
Fire Depts. 

Encourage Fire Departments in partnership with 
their governing entities to create and distribute 
information pamphlets on “reducing structural 
ignitability” and “emergency preparedness” 
relevant to wildfires. 

High 5 years $10K GCEM/ Local 
Fire Depts./ 
Local Gov. 

Develop and implement plan to utilize dry hydrants 
and possible irrigation hook-ups in areas with high 
wild-fire vulnerability. 
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Medium 5 years $1000 GCEM/ Local 
Fire Depts. 

Encourage Fire Departments to educate their 
served populations of “Fuel Reduction Strategies” 
and work with their governing entities to enact 
required strategies for the overall protection of the 
community. 

 

Table 190 – Specific strategies to minimize the impact of Drought 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

Medium Ongoing Local 
Gov./ FSA 

Existing Staff 
Time 

Encourage and Promote Crop Insurance 

Medium Ongoing UWEX/ 
Local 

Gov./ FSA 

Existing Staff 
Time 

Encourage crop and livestock that is compatible 
with climate and landscape, as well as crop 
insurance. 

 

Table 191 – Specific strategies to minimize the impact of Extreme Temperatures 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High 5 years $20K GCEM/ Grant 
County Public 
Health Dept. 
Grant County 

Sheriff’s 
Dept. 

Develop a “Functional Need Database” identifying 
the locations of isolated, vulnerable, or special 
need populations in Grant County. 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff Time 

GCEM Promote emergency wireless mass-notification 
system throughout the County. 

Medium 5 years Existing 
Staff Time 

GCEM/ Local 
Gov. 

Identify and educate residents on locations for 
emergency relief. Especially relating to extreme 
heat and extreme cold. 

Medium 5 year $0 - $500K 
/ site. 

GCEM/ Local 
Gov. 

Work with Local Governments to identify locations 
that can serve as public shelters in emergency 
situations and/or explore building public storm 
shelters. 
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Table 192 – Specific strategies to minimize the impact of Biological Hazards (Infestations, Blight, 
Epidemics) 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High 5 years $20K GCEM/ Grant 
Co Public 

Health/Sherif
f’s Dept. 

Develop a “Functional Need Database” identifying 
the locations of isolated, vulnerable, or special 
need populations in Grant County. 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff Time 

GCEM Promote emergency wireless -notification system 
throughout the County. 

Medium Ongoing Local 
Gov./ FSA 

Existing Staff 
Time 

Encourage and Promote Crop Insurance 

Medium Ongoing UWEX/ 
Local 

Gov./ FSA 

Existing Staff 
Time 

Encourage crop and livestock that is compatible 
with climate and landscape, as well as crop 
insurance. 

 

Table 193 – Specific strategies to minimize the impact of Landslides 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High Yearly $5K/ Year GCEM Maintain the Regional Technical Partnership to 
address technical rescue situations. 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff Time 

GCEM Promote emergency wireless mass-notification 
system throughout the County. 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff Time 

GCEM/ Local 
Gov./ FSA 

Encourage crop and livestock that is compatible 
with climate and landscape, as well as crop 
insurance. 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff Time 

Grant Co. 
Highway 
Dept./ 

WisDOT 

Coordinate road construction projects with 
stormwater management projects in areas with 
regular flooding and washouts. 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff Time 

GCEM/ Grant 
Co. Highway 
Dept./ Local 

Gov. 

Support mutual aid agreements among local 
government and the county to address emergency 
priorities and share equipment. 

 

Table 194 – Specific strategies to minimize the impact of Sinkholes and Subsidence 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High 5 years $1000 - 
$2000 

Grant County 
Planning 

Conservation, 

Develop regulation and ordinance to address 
existing and emerging sinkholes.  
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Sanitation, 
and Zoning/ 
Local Gov. 

High 2 years $1000 - 
$4000 

Grant County 
Planning and 
Zoning/ Local 

Gov. 

Develop plan and database to keep track of current 
sinkholes and subsidence properties in Grant 
County. 

Medium 2012-
2017 

15 hrs. 
($825) 

Grant County 
Planning 

Conservation, 
Sanitation, 

and Zoning/ 
GCEM 

Post information to the Grant County Website 
reminding and informing the public and developers 
that mineshafts and limestone both exist through 
the County and that they can lead to sinkholes and 
subsistence. 

 

Table 195 – Specific strategies to minimize the impact of Earthquakes 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High Ongoing Existing 
Staff Time 

Grant County 
Planning and 

Zoning 

Continue to support and comply with Wisconsin 
Uniform Dwelling Code (UDC) in construction and 
improvements to all buildings within the County to 
assure that buildings are best able to safely 
withstand natural hazards that may occur. 

High Yearly $5K/ Year GCEM Maintain the Regional Technical Partnership to 
address technical rescue situations. 

 

Table 196 – Specific strategies to minimize the impact of Hazardous Material Incidents 
Priority Timeline Est. Cost Responsibility Strategy 

High Yearly $5K/ Year GCEM Maintain the Regional Technical Partnership to 
address technical rescue situations. 

Medium Ongoing Existing 
Staff Time 

GCEM/ Local 
Gov. 

Work with Local Fire and EMS Depts. to develop 
and train on Hazardous Material Spill response 
plan. 
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Chapter 6: Plan Adoption and Implementation 
Plan Adoption 
This Plan must be adopted by the Grant County Board as well as the incorporated areas (Cities and 

Villages) of Grant County. Cities and villages must adopt the plan within a year of the County adoption in 

order to receive hazard mitigation grant funds. According to FEMA, townships do not have to formally 

adopt the Plan to be eligible to receive mitigation grants, yet GCEM is pursuing adoption from Towns to 

encourage county-wide support. Adoption of the Grant County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

accomplishes the following: 

 Confirms the commitment of community leaders and citizens to mitigate the effects of disasters. 

 Provides a definitive guide for community leaders and officials of the County and local 

jurisdictions to initiate changes that will decrease damages incurred from disasters. 

 Ensures the long-term continuity of mitigation policies and programs through changes in 

political leadership, County and municipal staff, and community decision makers.  

 Provides confirmation to WEM and FEMA that the Plan’s recommendations were assessed and 

approved by the governing authority of Grant County. 

Prior to the plan being adopted by the Grant County Board and the cities and villages of Grant County, it 

is reviewed by WEM to ensure compliance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000. Once approved, 

WEM sent the Plan to FEMA Region V for their review and approval. When both WEM and FEMA 

approved the Plan, it was then sent to the Grant County Board and Grant County cities and villages for 

their approval. 

Cities and villages that do not adopt the Plan cannot apply for mitigation grant funds unless they 

prepare, adopt, and submit a mitigation plan of their own. Adoption of the Plan gives the jurisdictions 

legal authority to implement mitigation strategies and to enact ordinances, policies, and programs with 

the goal of reducing disaster related losses. Townships do not have to formally adopt this Plan as the 

County may apply for mitigation grant funds on their behalf. 

Plan Implementation 
After County approval on October 25th, 2017, the Plan was placed on the County website. GCEM and 

SWWRPC informed all participating jurisdictions and stakeholders of the Plan approval and distributed 

copies.  

GCEM, in conjunction with Grant County Conservation, Sanitation, and Zoning Department should take 

the lead on Plan implementation, which includes assurances that the Plan is referenced by future 

planning efforts and is used to provide guidance on political decisions, public expenditures, and policy 

directives. 

All jurisdictions included in this Plan will review and integrate this Plan into any future planning 

processes of their jurisdiction. This Plan and recommended hazard mitigation actions are used to inform 
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future decisions of the participating jurisdictions in planning efforts including capital improvement plans, 

comprehensive plans, and comprehensive plan updates, long-range plans, and any plan that may review 

and make recommendations related to topics identified and discussed in this Plan. 

Grant County Emergency Management will work to prioritize mitigation projects and work with 

communities to secure financing for local mitigation strategies. Such efforts include preparation of state, 

federal, and non-profit grant funding opportunities.  

County and local jurisdiction staff and elected officials will ensure that the recommended mitigation 

strategies are considered in budgets. In addition to grant opportunities discussed in this plan, as political 

will dictates, administrators and elected officials will contemplate the use of volunteer efforts, bonds, 

loans, fees, and taxes to finance high priority mitigation projects.  

Plan Monitoring, Evaluation and Update 
Planning is an ongoing process, and for this Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan to remain current and 

applicable, periodic updates will be necessary. The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires that local 

mitigation plans are evaluated and updated at least every five years. To expedite this process Grant 

County will continue to maintain a record of disaster related damages that will help to further improve 

the vulnerability and risk assessments, and will track mitigation projects to determine implementation 

progress and results. Vulnerability, risk, and mitigation recommendations will be reviewed following a 

disaster to determine if any changes are warranted based on degrees of damage and patterns of the 

event. The County Board must approve all additions and updates to the Plan, and all updates will include 

public involvement and stakeholder outreach. 

The plan will be monitored through an annual survey of each community. GCEM will be responsible for 

surveying each community and will track progress on each community’s strategies. Surveys will be done 

by email or by phone. Regular monitoring will assist GCEM in directing communities towards funding 

opportunities as they become available. 

The Plan identifies mitigation strategies focused on education and engaging public audiences as a 

mitigation effort. During these education focused efforts, GCEM will continue to seek public input and 

incorporate it into mitigation efforts. 

Worksheets are included in the Appendix and should be completed at the end of each year. Upon 

completion of the annual worksheet, GCEM will evaluate the plan as whole to determine if it is 

continuing to support the hazard mitigation needs of Grant County.  

The annual worksheets and evaluations will be kept with the plan to be referenced on a regular basis. 

Additionally, the worksheets will provide important information regarding updating the plan after five 

years. GCEM will provide the annual worksheets to the department, agency, or organization that is 

assisting GCEM with regular five year update. 
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Appendices 

Appendix A: Participating Jurisdictions and Public Participation  

Appendix B: Public Notices 

Appendix C: Community Worksheet Example 

Appendix D: Grant County Storm Event Database 

Appendix E: Grant County Wild and Forest Fire Events 

Appendix F: Grant County Annual Mitigation Worksheet 
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Appendix A: Participating Jurisdictions and Public Participation  

Table 197 – Participating Jurisdictions and Public Participation  
Name Community, Organization, Business Meeting 

Sharon Bontreger Clerk, Town of Beetown Bagley Community Center 

Mark Joyce Supervisor, Town of Beetown Bagley Community Center 

Roger Guthrie County Supervisor, Town of Patch Grove Bagley Community Center 

Eric Fuller Supervisor, Town of Wyalusing Bagley Community Center 

Jim Eckert Supervisor, Town of Millville Bagley Community Center 

Jane Patterson Clerk, Town of Bloomington Bagley Community Center 

Greg Patterson Chair, Town of Bloomington Bagley Community Center 

Buck Schott President, Village of Bagley Bagley Community Center 

Chris Trantsch Trustee, Village of Bagley Bagley Community Center 

Kelly Conley Clerk, Village of Woodman Bagley Community Center 

Kelly Conley Clerk, Village of Patch Grove Bagley Community Center 

Chad Williamson Public Works, Village of Blue River Boscobel Fire Station 

Rod Johnson President, Village of Blue River Boscobel Fire Station 

Gerhardt Hoffland Chair, Town of Hickory Grove Boscobel Fire Station 

Ronald Sturdevant Chair, Town of Muscoda Boscobel Fire Station 

Gary Ranum County Supervisor, Town of Muscoda Boscobel Fire Station 

Mark Knowles Supervisor, Town of Woodman Boscobel Fire Station 

Judi Boughton Clerk, Town of Marion Boscobel Fire Station 

Steve Peer Chair, Town of Marion Boscobel Fire Station 

Steve Wetter Mayor, City of Boscobel Boscobel Fire Station 

Greg Bell Administrator, Boscobel School District Boscobel Fire Station 

Lee Groom Public Works, City of Boscobel Boscobel Fire Station 

Todd Stenner Police Chief, City of Boscobel Boscobel Fire Station 

Rick Retter Public Works, City of Boscobel Boscobel Fire Station 

Arlie Harris City Administrator, City of Boscobel Boscobel Fire Station 

Todd Fischer Fire Chief, City of Boscobel Boscobel Fire Station 

Cinda Johnson Clerk, Village of Muscoda Boscobel Fire Station 

Don Hrubes Supervisor, Town of Castle Rock Boscobel Fire Station 

John Stanek Supervisor, Town of Castle Rock Boscobel Fire Station 

Charles Baumeister Chair, Town of Watterstown Boscobel Fire Station 

Linda Knapp Clerk, Town of Mount Hope Southwest Technical College 

Rodger Irish Supervisor, Town of Little Grant Southwest Technical College 

Patrick Hoffman Chair, Town of Mount Ida Southwest Technical College 

John Weigel Supervisor, Town of Wingville Southwest Technical College 

Steve Barth Chair, Town of Clifton Southwest Technical College 

Robert Keeney Count Board Chair, Village of Mount Hope Southwest Technical College 

Robert Reynolds Chair, Town of Fennimore Southwest Technical College 

Tonya White GCEM, Town of Fennimore Southwest Technical College 
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Kris Wubben Town of Fennimore Southwest Technical College 

Brian Heisz EMS, City/Town of Fennimore Southwest Technical College 

Chris French Police Chief, Town of Fennimore Southwest Technical College 

Dennis Biddick Public Works, City of Fennimore Southwest Technical College 

Lynda Schweikert Grant Co. CSZ, City of Fennimore Southwest Technical College 

Robert Oechsle Fire Chief, City of Fennimore Southwest Technical College 

Tom Kretschman SW Technical College Southwest Technical College 

Todd Bresee Fire/EMS, City of Fennimore Southwest Technical College 

Ron Coppernoll County Board Supervisor Southwest Technical College 

Robert Smith City of Lancaster, Town of Glen Haven Southwest Technical College 

John Hauth Public Works, City of Lancaster Southwest Technical College 

James Schneider UW – Extension, Grant County Southwest Technical College 

Dave Lambert Director, Grant County Highway Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Steve Tranel Fire Dept./ MABAS, City of Cuba City Southwest Health EMS Facility 

George Morrissey Public Works, City of Cuba City Southwest Health EMS Facility 

James Monahan Police Chief, Village of Hazel Green Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Donald Splinter Chair, Town of Hazel Green Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Terry Slater Supervisor, Town of Smelser Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Joe Hallman Police Chief, UW - Platteville Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Mark Stead County Supervisor Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Dwight Nelson County Supervisor Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Ryan Simmons Fire Chief, City of Platteville Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Rick Stanton Cuba City Schools Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Brian Allen EMS Director, Southwest Health Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Patrick Monckton EMS Coordinator, Southwest Health Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Doug McKinley Police Chief, City of Platteville Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Matt Clark Supervisor, Town of Harrison Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Nathan Niehaus Chair, Town of Harrison Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Tom Weigel Chair, Town of Platteville Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Sally Bauer Clerk, Village of Hazel Green Southwest Health EMS Facility 

John Berning Public Works, Village of Hazel Green Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Austin Polebitski UW – Platteville Engineering Dept. Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Doug Kruser Trustee, Village of Hazel Green Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Kim Kieler Clerk, Town of Smelser Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Mary Brandt Treasurer, Town of Smelser Southwest Health EMS Facility 

Arnold Becker Supervisor, Town of Lima Southwest Health EMS Facility 

John Lau Trustee, Village of Cassville Potosi Fire Station 

David Reuter Police Chief, Village of Dickeyville Potosi Fire Station 

Matt Gantenbern President, Village of Dickeyville Potosi Fire Station 

Dale Neis Police Chief, Village of Hazel Green Potosi Fire Station 

Ray Crippes Supervisor, Town of Jamestown Potosi Fire Station 

Roger Muller Supervisor, Town of Paris Potosi Fire Station 
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Larry Reese Patrolman, Town of Paris Potosi Fire Station 

David McClain Chair, Town of Paris Potosi Fire Station 

Darlene Schauff Clerk, Town of Waterloo Potosi Fire Station 

John Patcle Chair, Town of Waterloo Potosi Fire Station 

Chris Judd Supervisor, Town of Potosi Potosi Fire Station 

Curtis Fetzek Chair, Town of Potosi Potosi Fire Station 

Frank Fiorenza President, Village of Potosi Potosi Fire Station 

Chad Eggers Public Works, Village of Potosi Potosi Fire Station 

Larry Leibfried Trustee, Village of Tennyson Potosi Fire Station 

Keith Jantzen President, Village of Tennyson Potosi Fire Station 

Rich Udelhoven President, Village of Bloomington Phone 

Chris Roth Trustee, Village of Livingston Phone 

James Schmitz President, Village of Montfort Phone 

Leroy Faulkner Supervisor, Town of Boscobel Phone 

Dennis Bausch Supervisor, Town of Cassville Phone 

Judy Henry Supervisor, Town of Ellenboro Phone 

Stan Hampton Supervisor, Town of Glen Haven Phone 

Pat Schroeder Chair, Town of Liberty Phone 

Delbert Reuter Chair, Town of North Lancaster Phone  

Gary Schneider Chair, Town of South Lancaster Phone 
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Appendix B: Public Notices 
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Appendix C: Community Worksheet 
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Appendix D: Grant County Storm Event Database 

Table 198 – Grant County Storm Event Database, 1950- 2016 (Source: NOAA) 
Location (if Available) Date Event 

Fennimore 8/27/2017 Hail 

Burton 7/21/2017 Heavy Rain 

Cassville Airport 7/21/2017 Hail 

Cassville Airport 7/21/2017 Hail 

Glen Haven 7/21/2017 Flash Flood 

Rockville 7/21/2017 Flood 

Burton 7/21/2017 Flood 

Glen Haven 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bagley 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Patch Grove 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Patch Grove 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Mt Hope 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Werley 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 7/19/2017 Lightning 

Fennimore 7/19/2017 Lightning 

Union 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Union 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Blue River 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Muscoda 7/19/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville 7/12/2017 Flash Flood 

Cassville 6/28/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 6/28/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 6/28/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Montfort 6/28/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Montfort 6/28/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Livingston 6/28/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Livingston 6/28/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Livingston 6/28/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Wyalusing 6/28/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 6/16/2017 Hail 

Glen Haven 5/17/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville 5/17/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

268 

Patch Grove 5/17/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Brodtville 5/17/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 5/17/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Preston 5/17/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Brodtville 5/15/2017 Hail 

Cassville 5/15/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 5/15/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Tennyson 5/15/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Ellenboro 5/15/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cuba City 5/15/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 5/15/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Montfort 5/15/2017 Hail 

Montfort 5/15/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 5/15/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville 3/23/2017 Hail 

Bagley 3/23/2017 Hail 

Big Patch 3/23/2017 Hail 

Platteville Airport 3/23/2017 Hail 

Lancaster 3/23/2017 Hail 

Montfort 3/23/2017 Hail 

Blue River 3/6/2017 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 3/6/2017 Hail 

 1/24/2017 Heavy Snow 

 1/15/2017 Winter Weather 

Glen Haven 9/19/2016 Hail 

Boscobel 8/18/2016 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bagley 8/18/2016 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville 8/18/2016 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 8/4/2016 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 8/4/2016 Thunderstorm Wind 

Mt Hope 7/23/2016 Heavy Rain 

Bloomington 7/23/2016 Flash Flood 

Mt Hope 7/23/2016 Flash Flood 

Burton 7/23/2016 Flood 

Castle Rock 7/23/2016 Flash Flood 

Brodtville 7/23/2016 Flash Flood 

Five Pts. 7/23/2016 Flash Flood 

Rockville 7/23/2016 Flood 

 7/21/2016 Heat 
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 4/2/2016 Strong Wind 

 3/23/2016 Winter Storm 

 3/16/2016 Strong Wind 

 2/19/2016 Strong Wind 

Burton 2/19/2016 Flood 

 2/2/2016 Winter Storm 

 12/28/2015 Winter Storm 

 11/20/2015 Heavy Snow 

Kieler 11/11/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Louisburg 11/11/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 10/21/2015 Hail 

Platteville 7/18/2015 Funnel Cloud 

Bloomington 6/29/2015 Hail 

Millville 6/22/2015 Hail 

Cassville 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville Airport 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Annaton 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Union 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Ellenboro 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 6/22/2015 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 6/22/2015 Hail 

Cassville 4/9/2015 Hail 

North Andover 4/9/2015 Hail 

 3/22/2015 Heavy Snow 

 2/1/2015 Winter Storm 

 1/31/2015 Winter Storm 

Patch Grove 6/30/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Werley 6/30/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 6/30/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Livingston 6/30/2014 Funnel Cloud 

Livingston 6/30/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Mt Ida 6/29/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 6/29/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 6/29/2014 Tornado 
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Castle Rock 6/29/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fairplay 6/29/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Muscoda 6/19/2014 Flood 

Potosi 6/19/2014 Flash Flood 

Tennyson 6/19/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Woodman 6/19/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 6/18/2014 Hail 

Sinsinawa 6/18/2014 Heavy Rain 

Ellenboro 6/18/2014 Hail 

Montfort 6/18/2014 Hail 

Cuba city 6/17/2014 Hail 

Boscobel 6/16/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 6/16/2014 Flood 

Platteville 6/16/2014 Tornado 

Happy Corners 6/16/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Union 6/16/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 6/16/2014 Tornado 

Lancaster 6/16/2014 Flood 

Patch Grove 5/19/2014 Hail 

Preston 5/19/2014 Hail 

Dickeyville 5/19/2014 Hail 

Preston 5/19/2014 Hail 

Hurricane 5/11/2014 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel Airport 4/13/2014 Heavy Rain 

Fennimore 4/12/2014 Hail 

Millville 4/12/2014 Hail 

Boscobel 4/12/2014 Hail 

Muscoda 4/12/2014 Heavy Rain 

Boscobel 4/12/2014 Hail 

 1/27/2014 Extreme Cold/Wind Chill 

 1/26/2014 Blizzard 

 1/6/2014 Extreme Cold/Wind Chill 

 12/22/2013 Heavy Snow 

Boscobel 9/19/2013 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bagley 6/24/2013 Flash Flood 

Boscobel 6/22/2013 Flash Flood 

Boscobel 6/22/2013 Hail 

Muscoda 6/21/2013 Heavy Rain 

Boscobel 6/21/2013 Heavy Rain 
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Boscobel Airport 6/21/2013 Thunderstorm Wind 

Muscoda 6/21/2013 Thunderstorm Wind 

Brodtville 6/21/2013 Flood 

Platteville 6/21/2013 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 6/12/2013 Flood 

Lancaster 5/30/2013 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bagley 5/29/2013 Tornado 

Mt Hope 5/29/2013 Thunderstorm Wind 

Muscoda 5/29/2013 Funnel Cloud 

Bagley 5/29/2013 Flash Flood 

Muscoda 5/22/2013 Funnel Cloud 

Lancaster 5/19/2013 Thunderstorm Wind 

Tennyson 5/19/2013 Hail 

Hazel Green 4/29/2013 Hail 

Burton 3/10/2013 Flood 

Rockville 3/10/2013 Flood 

 3/4/2013 Heavy Snow 

 2/1/2013 Drought 

 1/30/2013 Winter Storm 

Rockville 1/29/2013 Flood 

Burton 1/29/2013 Flood 

 1/27/2013 Winter Storm 

 1/1/2013 Drought 

 12/20/2012 Blizzard 

 12/1/2012 Drought 

 11/1/2012 Drought 

 10/1/2012 Drought 

Brodtville 9/4/2012 Hail 

Lancaster 9/4/2012 Heavy Rain 

Patch Grove 9/4/2012 Tornado 

Bagley 9/4/2012 Thunderstorm Wind 

Patch Grove 9/4/2012 Hail 

Five Pts. 9/4/2012 Hail 

Rockville 9/4/2012 Heavy Rain 

Potosi 9/4/2012 Thunderstorm Wind 

 9/1/2012 Drought 

 8/1/2012 Drought 

Cassville 7/25/2012 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster Airport 7/25/2012 Thunderstorm Wind 
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Ellenboro 7/25/2012 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 7/25/2012 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 7/25/2012 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 7/25/2012 Thunderstorm Wind 

Muscoda 7/25/2012 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 7/24/2012 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/10/2012 Drought 

 7/2/2012 Heat 

Preston 5/6/2012 Hail 

Muscoda 5/6/2012 Hail 

 2/23/2012 Winter Weather 

 1/20/2012 Heavy Snow 

Mt Hope 9/3/2011 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 9/3/2011 Thunderstorm Wind 

Georgetown 9/3/2011 Thunderstorm Wind 

Five Pts. 8/20/2011 Hail 

Hazel Green 7/28/2011 Flash Flood 

Sinsinawa 7/27/2011 Heavy Rain 

Sinsinawa 7/27/2011 Lightning 

Sinsinawa 7/27/2011 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 7/27/2011 Hail 

Hazel Green 7/27/2011 Flood 

 7/17/2011 Excessive Heat 

Kieler 7/11/2011 Thunderstorm Wind 

Castle Rock 6/8/2011 Hail 

Homer 6/8/2011 Hail 

Castle Rock 6/8/2011 Hail 

Castle Rock 6/8/2011 Hail 

Castle Rock 6/8/2011 Hail 

Bagley 6/8/2011 Hail 

Glen Haven 6/8/2011 Hail 

Bloomington 6/8/2011 Hail 

Ellenboro 6/8/2011 Thunderstorm Wind 

Woodman 6/8/2011 Hail 

Rockville 5/29/2011 Hail 

Platteville 5/29/2011 Hail 

Muscoda 4/16/2011 Flood 

Tennyson 4/3/2011 Hail 

Platteville 4/3/2011 Hail 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

273 

Sinsinawa 4/3/2011 Hail 

Fairplay 4/3/2011 Hail 

 2/20/2011 Winter Weather 

 2/1/2011 Blizzard 

 12/29/2010 Winter Weather 

 12/24/2010 Winter Storm 

 12/20/2010 Winter Weather 

 12/11/2010 Blizzard 

 12/3/2010 Heavy Snow 

 11/24/2010 Winter Weather 

 11/24/2010 Winter Weather 

 10/26/2010 High Wind 

Muscoda 10/1/2010 Flood 

Muscoda 9/28/2010 Flood 

Mt Hope 9/2/2010 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 9/2/2010 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cuba City 8/13/2010 Flood 

Lancaster 8/9/2010 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 8/8/2010 Flood 

Cuba City 8/8/2010 Heavy Rain 

Rockville 8/8/2010 Flood 

Rockville 7/24/2010 Flood 

Dickeyville 7/24/2010 Flash Flood 

Platteville 7/24/2010 Flood 

Burton 7/24/2010 Flood 

Rockville 7/23/2010 Heavy Rain 

Burton 7/23/2010 Heavy Rain 

North Andover 7/7/2010 Flash Flood 

Kieler 6/23/2010 Thunderstorm Wind 

Blue River 6/17/2010 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cuba City 5/25/2010 Thunderstorm Wind 

Happy Corners 5/25/2010 Thunderstorm Wind 

 3/8/2010 Dense Fog 

 1/28/2010 Cold/Wind Chill 

 1/21/2010 Winter Weather 

 1/6/2010 Winter Storm 

 1/1/2010 Cold/Wind Chill 

 12/23/2009 Winter Storm 
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 12/10/2009 Cold/Wind Chill 

 12/8/2009 Blizzard 

Potosi 8/9/2009 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 8/9/2009 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 7/27/2009 Hail 

Muscoda 7/27/2009 Thunderstorm Wind 

Montfort 7/27/2009 Hail 

Fennimore 7/27/2009 Hail 

Platteville 7/27/2009 Flash Flood 

Blue River 7/27/2009 Heavy Rain 

Platteville 7/27/2009 Heavy Rain 

Annaton 7/24/2009 Hail 

Annaton 7/24/2009 Hail 

Annaton 7/24/2009 Hail 

Livingston 7/24/2009 Hail 

Arthur 7/24/2009 Hail 

Lancaster 7/24/2009 Hail 

Union 7/24/2009 Hail 

Platteville 7/24/2009 Hail 

Platteville 7/24/2009 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 7/24/2009 Hail 

Platteville 7/24/2009 Hail 

Platteville 7/24/2009 Hail 

Woodman 7/24/2009 Hail 

Mt Hope 7/24/2009 Hail 

Mt Hope 7/24/2009 Hail 

Lancaster 7/24/2009 Hail 

Platteville 7/24/2009 Heavy Rain 

Burton 7/24/2009 Hail 

McCartney 7/24/2009 Hail 

Louisburg 7/24/2009 Thunderstorm Wind 

Kieler 7/24/2009 Flash Flood 

Ellenboro 7/24/2009 Flash Flood 

Potosi 7/24/2009 Hail 

Louisburg 7/24/2009 Thunderstorm Wind 

Sinsinawa 7/24/2009 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 7/24/2009 Heavy Rain 

Castle Rock 6/19/2009 Flash Flood 
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Werley 6/19/2009 Flash Flood 

Werley 6/19/2009 Flash Flood 

Werley 6/19/2009 Flash Flood 

Dickeyville 6/19/2009 Thunderstorm Wind 

Dickeyville 6/19/2009 Thunderstorm Wind 

Blue River 6/18/2009 Hail 

Blue River 6/18/2009 Hail 

Blue River 6/18/2009 Hail 

Blue River 6/18/2009 Hail 

Blue River 6/18/2009 Hail 

Muscoda 6/18/2009 Hail 

Fairplay 4/27/2009 Flood 

Tennyson 4/26/2009 Tornado 

Potosi 4/26/2009 Funnel Cloud 

Ellenboro 4/26/2009 Funnel Cloud 

Wyalusing 4/26/2009 Flash Flood 

 2/18/2009 Winter Weather 

 1/14/2009 Extreme Cold/Wind Chill 

 1/3/2009 Winter Weather 

 12/21/2008 Cold/Wind Chill 

 12/20/2008 Winter Storm 

 12/18/2008 Winter Storm 

 12/14/2008 Cold/Wind Chill 

 12/8/2008 Winter Storm 

Tennyson 8/4/2008 Lightning 

Lancaster 7/31/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 7/31/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Dickeyville 7/12/2008 Flash Flood 

Potosi 7/10/2008 Flash Flood 

Boscobel 7/7/2008 Hail 

Lancaster 7/7/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 7/7/2008 Flood 

Fennimore 7/2/2008 Hail 

Centerville 7/2/2008 Hail 

Platteville 6/14/2008 Hail 

North Andover 6/14/2008 Hail 

Lancaster 6/14/2008 Hail 

Lancaster 6/14/2008 Hail 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

276 

Lancaster 6/14/2008 Hail 

Cornelia 6/12/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville 6/12/2008 Flash Flood 

Union 6/12/2008 Tornado 

Union 6/12/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Union 6/12/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Union 6/12/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville 6/12/2008 Flood 

Muscoda 6/8/2008 Flash Flood 

Patch Grove 6/8/2008 Flash Flood 

Cassville 6/8/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Muscoda 6/8/2008 Flood 

Homer 6/8/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Dickeyville 6/8/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Millville 6/7/2008 Tornado 

Boscobel 6/7/2008 Funnel Cloud 

Wyalusing 6/5/2008 Flash Flood 

Bagley 5/31/2008 Hail 

Hazel Green 5/25/2008 Hail 

Hazel Green 5/25/2008 Hail 

Ellenboro 5/2/2008 Hail 

Bagley 4/25/2008 Flash Flood 

Glen Haven 4/25/2008 Flood 

Cassville 4/25/2008 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 4/25/2008 Flood 

 2/17/2008 Winter Storm 

 2/17/2008 Blizzard 

 2/10/2008 Extreme Cold/Wind Chill 

 2/5/2008 Winter Storm 

 1/30/2008 Extreme Cold/Wind Chill 

 1/21/2008 Heavy Snow 

 1/16/2008 Heavy Snow 

Sinsinawa 1/7/2008 Hail 

Hazel Green 1/7/2008 Hail 

 12/22/2007 Winter Storm 

 12/11/2007 Winter Storm 

 12/1/2007 Winter Storm 

Boscobel 9/18/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 
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Boscobel 9/18/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 9/18/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bloomington 8/22/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 8/22/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville Airport 8/22/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Five Pts. 8/22/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 8/22/2007 Flash Flood 

Cuba City 8/22/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Dickeyville 8/22/2007 Flash Flood 

Elmo 8/22/2007 Flash Flood 

Fennimore 8/21/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Millville 8/19/2007 Flash Flood 

Muscoda 8/14/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 8/14/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bagley 7/18/2007 Flash Flood 

Cassville 7/17/2007 Hail 

Fennimore 7/3/2007 Heavy Rain 

Fennimore 6/21/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Wyalusing 6/7/2007 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 6/3/2007 Tornado 

Potosi 6/3/2007 Tornado 

Tennyson 6/3/2007 Tornado 

Potosi 5/26/2007 Funnel Cloud 

Cuba City 5/26/2007 Tornado 

 4/11/2007 Winter Storm 

Fennimore 4/2/2007 Hail 

Potosi 3/31/2007 Tornado 

Platteville 3/31/2007 Funnel Cloud 

Preston 3/31/2007 Funnel Cloud 

Preston 3/31/2007 Funnel Cloud 

 2/24/2007 Blizzard 

 2/23/2007 Winter Storm 

Blue River 10/4/2006 Hail 

Millville 10/4/2006 Hail 

Cassville 7/20/2006 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 7/9/2006 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 7/9/2006 Hail 

Ellenboro 7/9/2006 Hail 
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Millville 7/1/2006 Thunderstorm Wind 

Patch Grove 6/18/2006 Hail 

Patch Grove 6/18/2006 Hail 

Cassville 4/13/2006 Hail 

Beetown 4/13/2006 Hail 

Cassville 4/13/2006 Hail 

Potosi 4/13/2006 Hail 

Lancaster 4/13/2006 Hail 

Cassville 4/13/2006 Hail 

Beetown 4/13/2006 Hail 

Platteville 4/13/2006 Hail 

Livingston 4/13/2006 Hail 

Glen Haven 4/13/2006 Hail 

Dickeyville 4/13/2006 Hail 

Platteville 4/13/2006 Hail 

 2/15/2006 Winter Storm 

Muscoda 8/18/2005 Tornado 

Mt Hope 7/24/2005 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 6/29/2005 Thunderstorm Wind 

Burton 6/29/2005 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 6/29/2005 Thunderstorm Wind 

Sinsinawa 6/4/2005 Thunderstorm Wind 

Montfort 4/6/2005 Lightning 

Ellenboro 3/30/2005 Hail 

 1/21/2005 Winter Storm 

 1/4/2005 Winter Storm 

Southwest Portion 6/16/2004 Flash Flood 

 6/16/2004 Flood 

Kieler 5/23/2004 Thunderstorm Wind 

Countywide 5/22/2004 Flash Flood 

North Portion 5/21/2004 Flash Flood 

Potosi 5/17/2004 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 5/7/2004 Hail 

Hazel Green 5/7/2004 Hail 

Muscoda 4/17/2004 Hail 

 2/5/2004 Winter Storm 

Blue River 8/25/2003 Hail 

Potosi 8/20/2003 Thunderstorm Wind 
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Potosi 8/20/2003 Thunderstorm Wind 

Stitzer 8/20/2003 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 8/20/2003 Hail 

Patch Grove 8/20/2003 Thunderstorm Wind 

Patch Grove 8/20/2003 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 8/20/2003 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 8/20/2003 Thunderstorm Wind 

Muscoda 7/31/2003 Thunderstorm Wind 

Livingston 7/4/2003 Hail 

Boscobel 6/28/2003 Hail 

Platteville 6/25/2003 Hail 

Mt Ida 5/10/2003 Hail 

Boscobel 5/10/2003 Hail 

Cuba City 5/10/2003 Hail 

Fennimore 5/10/2003 Hail 

Fennimore 5/10/2003 Hail 

North Portion 5/10/2003 Flash Flood 

 3/4/2003 Winter Storm 

West Portion 7/6/2002 Flash Flood 

Lancaster 6/13/2002 Thunderstorm Wind 

South Portion 6/4/2002 Flash Flood 

 6/4/2002 Flood 

Glen Haven 6/4/2002 Hail 

Bagley 6/4/2002 Hail 

Hazel Green 6/3/2002 Hail 

Potosi 5/6/2002 Hail 

Cuba City 5/6/2002 Hail 

Dickeyville 4/18/2002 Hail 

Dickeyville 4/18/2002 Hail 

Platteville 4/18/2002 Hail 

Cuba City 4/18/2002 Hail 

Platteville 4/18/2002 Hail 

Platteville 4/18/2002 Hail 

Mt Hope 4/18/2002 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 4/18/2002 Thunderstorm Wind 

 3/1/2002 Winter Storm 

 10/25/2001 High Wind 

Mt Hope 9/7/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 
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Mt Hope 9/7/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 9/7/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 

Patch Grove 9/7/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 9/7/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 9/7/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 9/7/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bloomington 8/22/2001 Lightning 

Bagley 8/2/2001 Flood 

 8/1/2001 Heat 

 7/31/2001 Heat 

Bagley 6/30/2001 Hail 

Lancaster 6/18/2001 Hail 

Bloomington 5/10/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville 5/10/2001 Hail 

Potosi 5/10/2001 Hail 

 5/1/2001 Flood 

 4/13/2001 Flood 

Glen Haven 4/11/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 4/11/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 4/11/2001 Thunderstorm Wind 

 4/7/2001 High Wind 

 2/24/2001 Ice Storm 

 2/8/2001 Winter Storm 

 2/7/2001 Ice Storm 

 12/28/2000 Winter Storm 

 12/18/2000 Winter Storm 

 12/11/2000 Winter Storm 

Cuba City 9/11/2000 Hail 

Cuba City 9/11/2000 Hail 

Ellenboro 9/11/2000 Hail 

Dickeyville 9/11/2000 Hail 

Kieler 9/11/2000 Thunderstorm Wind 

Dickeyville 9/11/2000 Thunderstorm Wind 

Dickeyville 9/11/2000 Thunderstorm Wind 

Dickeyville 9/11/2000 Thunderstorm Wind 

Big Patch 9/11/2000 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 9/11/2000 Thunderstorm Wind 

South Portion 9/11/2000 Flash Flood 
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Bagley 7/10/2000 Thunderstorm Wind 

Countywide 6/1/2000 Flash Flood 

Dickeyville 6/1/2000 Hail 

Potosi 5/31/2000 Hail 

Countywide 5/31/2000 Flash Flood 

Lancaster 5/18/2000 Hail 

Platteville 5/18/2000 Hail 

Beetown 5/18/2000 Hail 

Lancaster 5/18/2000 Hail 

Fennimore 5/18/2000 Hail 

Cassville 5/17/2000 Hail 

Glen Haven 5/17/2000 Hail 

Beetown 5/17/2000 Hail 

Platteville 5/17/2000 Hail 

Cuba City 5/17/2000 Hail 

Wyalusing 5/17/2000 Hail 

Patch Grove 5/17/2000 Hail 

Lancaster 5/17/2000 Hail 

Lancaster 5/17/2000 Hail 

Lancaster 5/17/2000 Hail 

Lancaster 5/17/2000 Hail 

Fennimore 5/17/2000 Hail 

Ellenboro 5/17/2000 Hail 

Dickeyville 5/11/2000 Hail 

Hazel Green 5/11/2000 Hail 

Platteville 5/8/2000 Thunderstorm Wind 

Montfort 5/8/2000 Thunderstorm Wind 

 4/7/2000 Winter Storm 

 2/17/2000 Winter Storm 

 7/28/1999 Heat 

 7/23/1999 Heat 

 7/4/1999 Heat 

Bagley 5/16/1999 Hail 

Wyalusing 5/16/1999 Hail 

Bagley 5/16/1999 Thunderstorm Wind 

Patch Grove 5/16/1999 Hail 

Blue River 5/16/1999 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bloomington 5/16/1999 Hail 
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Kieler 5/16/1999 Hail 

Kieler 5/16/1999 Hail 

South Portion 5/16/1999 Flash Flood 

 3/8/1999 Winter Storm 

 1/1/1999 Winter Storm 

 11/10/1998 High Wind 

Bagley 7/20/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bagley 7/19/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 7/19/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Livingston 7/19/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Platteville 7/19/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 6/28/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Woodman 6/25/1998 Hail 

Castle Rock 6/25/1998 Hail 

Muscoda 6/25/1998 Hail 

Boscobel 6/20/1998 Hail 

Blue River 6/20/1998 Hail 

Blue River 6/20/1998 Hail 

Lancaster 6/18/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bagley 6/18/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 6/18/1998 Tornado 

Lancaster 6/18/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Montfort 6/18/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Blue River 6/18/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 5/31/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 5/31/1998 Hail 

Potosi 5/31/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Mt Hope 5/31/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Kieler 5/28/1998 Hail 

Blue River 5/19/1998 Hail 

Hazel Green 5/15/1998 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 5/12/1998 Hail 

Blue River 4/15/1998 Hail 

Glen Haven 3/30/1998 Hail 

Lancaster 3/30/1998 Hail 

Muscoda 3/30/1998 Flood 

Livingston 3/30/1998 Hail 

 3/8/1998 Winter Storm 
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Fennimore 9/16/1997 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 8/3/1997 Hail 

Kieler 7/1/1997 Hail 

Cassville 6/23/1997 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 6/21/1997 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 6/21/1997 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 6/21/1997 Thunderstorm Wind 

Blue River 6/15/1997 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 6/15/1997 Flash Flood 

Hazel Green 5/18/1997 Hail 

Fairplay 5/18/1997 Hail 

Kieler 5/18/1997 Hail 

 4/6/1997 High Wind 

Platteville 4/5/1997 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville 4/5/1997 Thunderstorm Wind 

 4/3/1997 Flood 

 Burton 2/18/1997 Flash Flood 

 2/4/1997 Winter Storm 

 1/16/1997 Cold/Wind Chill 

 1/15/1997 Winter Storm 

 12/25/1996 Heavy Snow 

 12/23/1996 Winter Storm 

 11/20/1996 Winter Storm 

Lancaster 8/7/1996 Thunderstorm Wind 

Bagley 6/16/1996 Tornado 

Lancaster 2/26/1996 Hail 

Boscobel 8/28/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Millville 7/27/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Lancaster 7/27/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cassville 7/4/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cuba City 7/4/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Castle Rock 6/7/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Mount Hope 6/7/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 6/7/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Hazel Green 4/18/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Boscobel 4/18/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 4/18/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Cuba City 4/18/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 
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Hazel Green 4/18/1995 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 7/12/1994 Hail 

Wyalusing 5/23/1994 Thunderstorm Wind 

Fennimore 5/23/1994 Thunderstorm Wind 

Potosi 4/14/1994 Hail 

Cassville 4/14/1994 Hail 

 4/8/1991 Tornado 

 3/22/1991 Thunderstorm Wind 

 3/22/1991 Thunderstorm Wind 

 3/22/1991 Thunderstorm Wind 

 8/17/1990 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/2/1990 Thunderstorm Wind 

 3/13/1990 Hail 

 8/4/1989 Thunderstorm Wind 

 8/4/1989 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/26/1989 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/26/1989 Thunderstorm Wind 

 5/24/1989 Thunderstorm Wind 

 5/24/1989 Thunderstorm Wind 

 5/8/1988 Tornado 

 5/8/1988 Tornado 

 5/8/1988 Tornado 

 5/8/1988 Tornado 

 5/8/1988 Tornado 

 5/8/1988 Tornado 

 5/8/1988 Tornado 

 5/8/1988 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/29/1987 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/9/1985 Hail 

 5/30/1985 Tornado 

 5/30/1985 Thunderstorm Wind 

 5/30/1985 Tornado 

 10/16/1984 Thunderstorm Wind 

 10/16/1984 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/9/1984 Hail 

 7/9/1984 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/26/1984 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/17/1984 Thunderstorm Wind 

 9/5/1983 Thunderstorm Wind 
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 9/5/1983 Thunderstorm Wind 

 8/10/1983 Hail 

 8/10/1983 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/19/1983 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/19/1983 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/23/1981 Thunderstorm Wind 

 9/7/1980 Hail 

 8/19/1980 Tornado 

 8/7/1980 Thunderstorm Wind 

 11/7/1979 Thunderstorm Wind 

 8/5/1979 Thunderstorm Wind 

 8/18/1978 Hail 

 7/20/1978 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/17/1978 Hail 

 6/16/1978 Thunderstorm Wind 

 4/3/1978 Hail 

 7/16/1977 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/16/1977 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/16/1977 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/6/1977 Thunderstorm Wind 

 5/16/1977 Thunderstorm Wind 

 5/16/1977 Hail 

 6/12/1976 Hail 

 6/12/1976 Thunderstorm Wind 

 11/9/1975 Thunderstorm Wind 

 11/9/1975 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/22/1975 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/13/1975 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/4/1975 Thunderstorm Wind 

 5/23/1975 Thunderstorm Wind 

 8/26/1974 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/20/1974 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/20/1974 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/14/1974 Hail 

 6/14/1974 Hail 

 6/14/1974 Hail 

 6/14/1974 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/30/1973 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/30/1973 Thunderstorm Wind 
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 6/26/1973 Tornado 

 6/16/1973 Hail 

 6/16/1973 Thunderstorm Wind 

 9/28/1972 Tornado 

 5/1/1972 Tornado 

 10/30/1971 Tornado 

 9/9/1971 Tornado 

 6/24/1971 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/24/1971 Tornado 

 6/7/1971 Tornado 

 5/18/1971 Tornado 

 5/18/1971 Tornado 

 9/9/1970 Tornado 

 9/9/1970 Tornado 

 7/31/1970 Hail 

 10/1/1969 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/2/1969 Hail 

 6/29/1969 Tornado 

 6/26/1969 Tornado 

 6/4/1969 Tornado 

 6/4/1969 Tornado 

 5/31/1969 Tornado 

 6/10/1968 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/7/1967 Tornado 

 4/16/1967 Hail 

 7/13/1966 Tornado 

 7/5/1966 Thunderstorm Wind 

 4/19/1966 Hail 

 8/17/1965 Thunderstorm Wind 

 6/17/1962 Thunderstorm Wind 

 7/10/1959 Thunderstorm Wind 

 5/19/1959 Tornado 

 8/16/1958 Thunderstorm Wind 

 5/25/1957 Tornado 

 4/26/1954 Tornado 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Grant County, Wisconsin Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 

 
 

 

287 

Appendix E: Grant County Wild and Forest Fire Events 

Table 199 – Grant County Wild and Forest Fire Events, 1982-2014 (WIDNR)  
Date Location Cause Acres Burned 

2014-08-17 Town of Woodman Vehicle or aircraft crash  0.1 

2014-04-19 Town of Boscobel Slash burning  0.5 

2014-04-18 Town of Castle Rock Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.1 

2014-04-17 Town of Muscoda Incinerator, burning barrel  0.1 

2014-04-12 Town of Wyalusing Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  1.3 

2014-04-10 Town of Wyalusing Household trash (not in container)  3.81 

2014-04-10 Town of Hickory Grove Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  0.75 

2013-06-27 Town of Muscoda Power Line  0.1 

2013-05-19 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.13 

2013-05-11 Town of Marion Power Line  0.2 

2013-04-26 Town of Millville Incinerator, burning barrel  0.2 

2013-04-04 Town of Castle Rock Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  0.3 

2013-04-03 Town of Marion Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  3.21 

2012-08-28 Town of Hickory Grove Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.1 

2012-05-24 Town of Hickory Grove Power Line  0.3 

2012-05-24 Town of Boscobel Playing with Matches  4.61 

2012-05-24 Town of Watterstown Motorist  0.1 

2012-03-11 Town of Watterstown Brush piles 0.1 

2011-11-05 Town of Watterstown Small motors  0.1 

2011-10-19 Town of Wyalusing Brush piles 4 

2011-10-10 Town of Wyalusing Improper Ash Disposal  0.34 

2011-10-08 Town of Castle Rock Excitement  1.9 

2011-10-08 Town of Muscoda Incinerator, burning barrel  0.5 

2011-09-23 Town of Woodman Other  1.2 

2011-06-07 Town of Watterstown Diesel engine  0.3 

2011-06-07 Town of Watterstown Diesel engine  0.1 

2010-11-24 Town of Marion Household trash (not in container)  6.8 

2010-11-10 Town of Watterstown Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  0.2 

2010-05-19 Town of Muscoda Other  0.1 

2010-04-13 Town of Woodman Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  0.2 

2010-03-31 Town of Marion Leaf/Needle piles 0.1 

2009-10-19 Town of Muscoda Equipment 3.5 

2009-10-18 Town of Wyalusing Incendiary 0.3 

2009-10-01 Town of Castle Rock Miscellaneous 0.31 

2009-04-24 Town of Hickory Grove Miscellaneous 2.97 

2009-04-24 Town of Marion Debris burning 2.06 

2009-04-17 Town of Wyalusing Debris burning 0.15 
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2009-04-17 Town of Muscoda Smoking 2 

2009-04-16 Town of Muscoda Debris burning 7.5 

2009-04-11 Town of Hickory Grove Debris burning 0.1 

2009-04-11 Town of Hickory Grove Debris burning 2.1 

2009-03-22 Town of Muscoda Debris burning 0.15 

2009-03-18 Town of Mount Ida Debris burning 43 

2009-03-17 Town of Boscobel Equipment 0.01 

2009-03-14 Town of Watterstown Debris burning 0.02 

2008-11-23 Town of Woodman Improper Ash Disposal  0.1 

2008-09-27 Town of Marion Household trash (not in container)  0.16 

2008-08-02 Town of Muscoda Fire Works 0.07 

2008-06-25 Town of Muscoda Slash burning  4.57 

2008-04-15 City of Boscobel Warming 0.01 

2007-11-14 Town of Muscoda Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.37 

2007-11-13 Town of Millville Improper Ash Disposal  0.01 

2007-11-10 Town of Millville Structure Fire  0.01 

2007-11-10 Town of Millville Structure Fire  0.01 

2007-07-11 Town of Watterstown Incinerator, burning barrel  0.01 

2007-07-02 Town of Watterstown Other  0.27 

2007-06-21 Town of Marion Others 0.01 

2007-04-19 Town of Castle Rock Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

3.96 

2007-04-17 Town of Woodman Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

2.31 

2007-04-16 Town of Muscoda Other  0.03 

2007-03-25 Town of Wyalusing Incinerator, burning barrel  3.03 

2007-03-19 Town of Watterstown Power Line  0.02 

2007-03-18 Town of Marion Improper Ash Disposal  1.03 

2006-12-28 Town of North Lancaster Other  0 

2006-12-28 Town of North Lancaster Other  0 

2006-12-28 Town of North Lancaster Other  0 

2006-12-09 Town of Watterstown Grudge or spite  0 

2006-07-07 Town of Castle Rock Fire Works 0 

2006-06-04 Town of Muscoda Brush piles 1 

2006-05-16 Town of Wyalusing Pyromaniac  0 

2006-04-14 Town of Watterstown Incinerator, burning barrel  0 

2006-04-09 Town of Muscoda Incinerator, burning barrel  1 

2006-04-05 Town of Muscoda Household trash (not in container)  0 

2006-03-04 Town of Muscoda Off-road Recreation vehicle  0 

2006-02-09 Town of Wyalusing Brush piles 0 

2005-07-19 Town of Woodman Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment 

0.01 

2005-05-05 Town of Muscoda Equipment sparks (non exhaust) 0.01 
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(e.g., road grader blade scattering 
sparks, etc.) 

2005-04-10 Town of Hickory Grove Brush piles 0.1 

2005-04-08 Town of Marion Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.38 

2005-04-07 Town of Wyalusing Brush piles 0.9 

2005-04-03 Town of Marion Incinerator, burning barrel  0.2 

2005-04-03 Town of Watterstown Incinerator, burning barrel  0.4 

2005-03-29 Town of Marion Brush piles 7.8 

2005-03-05 Town of Hickory Grove Brush piles 0.2 

2003-12-26 Town of Woodman Fire Works 0.3 

2003-11-21 Town of Muscoda Improper Ash Disposal  0.01 

2003-10-20 Town of Marion Improper Ash Disposal  1.2 

2003-10-20 Town of Muscoda Equipment sparks (non exhaust) 
(e.g., road grader blade scattering 
sparks, etc.) 

0.02 

2003-10-15 Village of Muscoda Experimenting with fire  0.9 

2003-09-11 Town of Marion Incinerator, burning barrel  0.5 

2003-08-25 Town of Hickory Grove Lightning 0.02 

2003-08-25 Town of Muscoda Other  3.9 

2003-08-23 Town of Millville Household trash (not in container)  0.25 

2003-08-01 Town of Muscoda Other  0.2 

2003-07-25 Town of Muscoda Brush piles 0.1 

2003-06-20 Town of Hickory Grove Car exhaust (Autos, SUV’s, vans, 
pickups, etc.)  

0.04 

2003-05-03 Town of Millville Leaf/Needle piles 1.1 

2003-04-27 Town of Castle Rock Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  3.6 

2003-04-27 Town of Castle Rock Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  0.1 

2003-04-24 Town of Wyalusing Sportsman (Hunting, fishing or 
trapping) 

12 

2003-04-22 Town of Marion Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  6.1 

2003-04-14 Town of Wyalusing Excitement  0.3 

2003-04-12 Town of Muscoda Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  5.45 

2003-04-11 Town of Woodman Grudge or spite  3.4 

2003-04-10 Town of Wyalusing Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  0.1 

2003-04-01 Town of Wyalusing Brush piles 4.2 

2003-04-01 Town of Wyalusing Excitement  3 

2003-04-01 Town of Wyalusing Excitement  0.01 

2003-04-01 Town of Hickory Grove Household trash (not in container)  0.5 

2003-03-26 Town of Watterstown Household trash (not in container)  0.8 

2003-03-25 Town of Woodman Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  3 

2003-03-23 Town of Castle Rock Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  9.8 

2002-12-31 Town of Watterstown Vehicle or aircraft crash  0.02 

2002-07-18 Town of Muscoda Incinerator, burning barrel  0.02 
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2002-07-17 Town of Muscoda Excitement  0.05 

2002-04-11 Town of Mounty Hope Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  16.2 

2002-03-24 Town of Millville Household trash (not in container)  2.9 

2001-11-12 Town of Boscobel Excitement  0.03 

2001-11-05 Town of Mounty Hope Brush piles 2.05 

2001-11-04 Town of Castle Rock Warming 11.4 

2001-07-05 Town of Woodman Group Party 0.01 

2001-05-14 Town of Marion Other  0.25 

2001-04-28 Town of Watterstown Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  0.2 

2001-04-18 Town of Muscoda Other  42 

2001-04-08 Town of Millville Visitor  0.25 

2001-03-20 Town of Watterstown Brush piles 0.1 

2000-10-22 Village of Muscoda Visitor  0.2 

2000-09-04 Town of Woodman Beer or Drug Party 0.01 

2000-07-14 Town of Woodman Beer or Drug Party 0.01 

2000-06-30 Town of Boscobel Other  2.3 

2000-05-05 Town of Woodman Beer or Drug Party 0.01 

2000-04-06 Town of Muscoda Excitement  2.8 

2000-04-02 Town of Muscoda Incinerator, burning barrel  1.2 

2000-04-01 Town of Wyalusing Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  0.25 

2000-03-26 Town of Muscoda Arson of buildings or cars  0.01 

2000-03-26 Town of Muscoda Arson of buildings or cars  0.15 

2000-03-23 Town of Muscoda Beer or Drug Party 19.5 

2000-03-17 Town of Jamestown Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  5.8 

2000-03-06 Town of Castle Rock Incinerator, burning barrel  1.45 

2000-03-06 Town of Muscoda Diesel engine  0.05 

2000-03-06 Town of Muscoda Diesel engine  0.15 

2000-03-05 Town of Muscoda Incinerator, burning barrel  0.35 

2000-01-18 Town of Wyalusing Sportsman (Hunting, fishing or 
trapping) 

0.2 

1999-10-29 Town of Wyalusing Lightning 0 

1999-10-27 Town of Millville Sportsman (Hunting, fishing or 
trapping) 

0.45 

1999-10-26 Town of Boscobel Visitor  0.3 

1999-09-25 Town of Watterstown Sportsman (Hunting, fishing or 
trapping) 

1.6 

1999-05-26 Town of Watterstown Other  0.01 

1999-04-25 Town of Muscoda Brush piles 0.01 

1999-04-17 Town of Marion Other  0.01 

1999-03-31 Town of Muscoda Car exhaust (Autos, SUV’s, vans, 
pickups, etc.)  

2.8 

1999-03-27 Town of Castle Rock Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  0.75 

1999-03-26 Town of Boscobel Structure Fire  0.2 

1999-03-20 Town of Marion Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  2.75 
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1999-02-06 Town of Muscoda Incinerator, burning barrel  0.15 

1998-11-14 Town of Muscoda Household trash (not in container)  2.1 

1998-04-12 Town of Wyalusing Warming 0.15 

1998-03-25 Town of Watterstown Bus or truck exhaust (Any vehicle 
larger than a pickup) 

0.05 

1997-05-23 Town of Marion Other  0.21 

1997-04-25 Town of Castle Rock Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  1.3 

1997-04-14 Town of Boscobel Brush piles 0.3 

1997-04-02 Town of Muscoda Cutting torch  27 

1997-03-23 Town of Castle Rock Brush piles 0.7 

1996-10-05 Town of Woodman Other  0.15 

1996-04-17 Town of Muscoda Incinerator, burning barrel  1.9 

1996-04-14 Town of Castle Rock Incinerator, burning barrel  6.5 

1996-04-11 Town of Woodman Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  62.4 

1996-04-05 Town of Jamestown Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  4 

1996-04-01 Town of Muscoda Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  2.3 

1996-03-04 Town of Watterstown Brush piles 0.4 

1995-11-16 Town of Boscobel Grudge or spite  0.01 

1995-10-12 Town of Watterstown Incinerator, burning barrel  1.2 

1995-10-03 Town of Woodman Other  0.01 

1995-08-13 Village of Muscoda Car exhaust (Autos, SUV’s, vans, 
pickups, etc.)  

0.1 

1995-07-02 Town of Muscoda Fire Works 0.01 

1995-06-23 Town of Watterstown Car exhaust (Autos, SUV’s, vans, 
pickups, etc.)  

0.15 

1995-06-15 Town of Muscoda Cooking 0.7 

1995-05-30 Town of Muscoda Brush piles 0.4 

1995-05-24 Town of Boscobel Other  0.01 

1995-03-04 Town of Muscoda Brush piles 0.1 

1995-03-03 Town of Muscoda Household trash (not in container)  3.1 

1994-05-27 Town of Boscobel Bus or truck exhaust (Any vehicle 
larger than a pickup) 

0.15 

1994-05-24 Town of Watterstown Other  0.01 

1994-04-22 Town of Boscobel Brush piles 0.2 

1994-04-21 Town of Woodman Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  0.1 

1994-04-19 Town of Castle Rock Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  10.1 

1994-04-14 Village of Muscoda Brush piles 0.75 

1994-04-11 Town of Hickory Grove Other  13.75 

1994-04-11 Town of Boscobel Dumps - Private  0.4 

1994-04-02 Town of Wyalusing Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment 

0.25 

1994-04-02 Town of Millville Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

2.4 

1994-04-02 Town of Millville Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.01 
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1994-03-28 Town of Boscobel Playing with Matches  0.1 

1994-03-24 Town of Hickory Grove Brush piles 1.6 

1994-03-21 Town of Muscoda Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  0.25 

1994-03-17 Town of Castle Rock Brush piles 0.1 

1993-11-03 Town of Marion Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

9.1 

1993-04-26 Town of Wyalusing Other  0.1 

1993-04-26 Town of Hickory Grove Incinerator, burning barrel  1.8 

1993-04-25 Town of Millville Brush piles 0.05 

1993-04-21 Town of Marion Other  0.05 

1993-04-04 Town of Muscoda Leaf/Needle piles 0.1 

1992-10-28 Town of Millville Smoke out animals 3.8 

1992-05-20 Town of Muscoda Experimenting with fire  0.1 

1992-05-14 Town of Muscoda Brush piles 0.1 

1992-05-07 Town of Woodman Dumps - Private  1.9 

1992-04-06 Town of Millville Structure Fire  18 

1992-04-05 Town of Muscoda Leaf/Needle piles 3.9 

1992-04-04 Town of Hickory Grove Incinerator, burning barrel  0.5 

1992-03-30 Town of Muscoda Incinerator, burning barrel  0.1 

1991-10-01 Town of Woodman Arson of buildings or cars  0.01 

1991-07-27 Town of Castle Rock Vehicle or aircraft crash  0.01 

1991-07-27 City of Boscobel Fire Works 0.01 

1991-07-24 Town of Hickory Grove Bus or truck exhaust (Any vehicle 
larger than a pickup) 

0.01 

1991-07-24 Town of Hickory Grove Bus or truck exhaust (Any vehicle 
larger than a pickup) 

0.25 

1991-07-12 Town of Boscobel Dumps - Private  1.1 

1991-04-30 Town of Muscoda Household trash (not in container)  0.15 

1991-04-07 Town of Castle Rock Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  3 

1991-04-06 Town of Millville Improper Ash Disposal  0.5 

1991-04-06 Town of Millville Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  0.2 

1990-11-16 Town of Boscobel Car exhaust (Autos, SUV’s, vans, 
pickups, etc.)  

0.2 

1990-10-24 Town of Jamestown Smoke out animals 0.1 

1990-10-05 Town of Marion Vehicle or aircraft crash  0.2 

1990-05-13 Town of Muscoda Other  0.2 

1990-05-06 Town of Muscoda Brush piles 0.1 

1990-04-24 Town of Boscobel Other  1.5 

1990-04-07 Town of Watterstown Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  0.1 

1990-03-25 Town of Hickory Grove Incinerator, burning barrel  0.6 

1990-03-25 Town of Marion Improper Ash Disposal  3.75 

1990-03-24 Town of Muscoda Brush piles 6.5 

1990-03-23 Town of Watterstown Other  0.05 

1990-03-04 Town of Marion Improper Ash Disposal  0.1 
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1989-10-22 Town of Wyalusing Smoke out animals 0.01 

1989-09-30 Town of Muscoda Off-road Recreation vehicle  0.2 

1989-09-14 Town of Watterstown Other  0.01 

1989-07-08 Town of Muscoda Lightning 2.75 

1989-07-04 Town of Wyalusing Other 0.1 

1989-05-13 Town of Hickory Grove Brush piles 0.6 

1989-05-12 Town of Wyalusing Diesel engine  7.6 

1989-05-10 Town of Castle Rock Other  0.6 

1989-05-08 Town of Muscoda Other  0.01 

1989-04-19 Town of Wyalusing Car exhaust (Autos, SUV’s, vans, 
pickups, etc.)  

0.75 

1989-04-07 Town of Hickory Grove Other  2.25 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.04 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.02 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.08 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.09 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.02 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.1 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.01 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.01 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.01 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.01 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.01 

1989-03-31 Town of Woodman Excitement  0.11 

1989-03-08 Town of Wyalusing Brush piles 0.01 

1988-08-18 Town of Muscoda Lightning 0.01 

1988-08-01 Town of Woodman Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

10.25 

1988-07-27 Town of Marion Cutting torch  0.01 

1988-07-27 Town of Hickory Grove Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.1 

1988-07-08 Town of Hickory Grove Motorist  0.35 

1988-06-23 Town of Hickory Grove Lightning 0.1 

1988-06-21 Town of Watterstown Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.1 

1988-06-21 Town of Watterstown Incinerator, burning barrel  0.1 

1988-06-12 Town of Marion Bus or truck exhaust (Any vehicle 
larger than a pickup) 

0.5 

1988-06-11 Town of Muscoda Household trash (not in container)  0.25 

1988-06-10 Village of Muscoda Car exhaust (Autos, SUV’s, vans, 
pickups, etc.)  

0.05 

1988-06-10 Town of Muscoda Fire Works 0.1 

1988-06-07 Town of Watterstown Power Line  0.05 

1988-06-04 Town of Boscobel Household trash (not in container)  0.01 
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1988-05-12 Town of Boscobel Diesel engine  1.75 

1988-05-08 City of Boscobel Lightning 0.01 

1988-05-07 Town of Wyalusing Lightning 0.05 

1988-05-05 Town of Marion Bus or truck exhaust (Any vehicle 
larger than a pickup) 

0.54 

1988-05-02 Town of Millville Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.6 

1988-04-16 Town of Wyalusing Leaf/Needle piles 11.2 

1988-04-14 Town of Boscobel Hiker/Sightseer (not including 
sportsmen)  

1.5 

1988-04-01 Town of Woodman Playing with Matches  0.25 

1988-03-23 Town of Wyalusing Leaf/Needle piles 2.1 

1988-03-23 Town of Marion Brush piles 7 

1987-10-03 Town of Castle Rock Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.1 

1987-09-04 City of Boscobel Incinerator, burning barrel  0.25 

1987-06-14 City of Boscobel Off-road Recreation vehicle  0.25 

1987-05-21 Town of Boscobel Lightning 0.01 

1987-04-27 Town of Hickory Grove Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.2 

1987-04-13 Town of Woodman Cooking 0.01 

1987-03-22 Town of Woodman Brush piles 0.1 

1987-03-11 Town of Castle Rock Broadcast - over 1/2 acre  0.1 

1987-02-20 Town of Muscoda Brush piles 0.3 

1986-06-26 Town of Hickory Grove Lightning 0.01 

1986-06-20 Town of Marion Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.4 

1986-05-08 Town of Wyalusing Diesel engine  2.1 

1986-04-24 Town of Woodman Brush piles 0.2 

1986-04-10 Town of Woodman Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.85 

1986-03-28 Town of Watterstown Incinerator, burning barrel  0.6 

1985-10-26 Town of Marion Brush piles 6.25 

1985-08-12 Town of Boscobel Lightning 1.75 

1985-08-07 Town of Millville Beer or Drug Party 0.75 

1985-07-22 Town of Watterstown Other  0.15 

1985-07-21 Town of Wyalusing Brush piles 12.8 

1985-07-21 Town of Wyalusing Cooking 1.5 

1985-07-05 Town of Muscoda Fire Works 0.2 

1985-06-09 Town of Muscoda Car exhaust (Autos, SUV’s, vans, 
pickups, etc.)  

0.5 

1985-04-12 Town of Millville Leaf/Needle piles 0.25 

1985-04-10 Town of Marion Brush piles 0.4 

1985-03-21 Town of Boscobel Leaf/Needle piles 0.1 

1984-11-26 Town of Watterstown Electric Fence  2.1 
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1984-11-22 Town of Marion Bus or truck exhaust (Any vehicle 
larger than a pickup) 

0 

1984-11-08 City of Boscobel Other  0.15 

1984-09-18 Town of Hickory Grove Other  0.2 

1984-05-30 Town of Wyalusing Tie burning RR-Tie 66 0 

1984-04-21 Town of Millville Off-road Recreation vehicle  0.3 

1984-04-21 Town of Woodman Other  0.1 

1984-04-11 Town of Muscoda Others 0.15 

1984-04-07 Town of Wyalusing Grudge or spite  0 

1984-04-07 Town of Muscoda Leaf/Needle piles 0.15 

1984-04-07 Town of Boscobel Others 0.25 

1984-04-02 Town of Millville Incinerator, burning barrel  1.8 

1983-11-05 Town of Boscobel Non-road logging or farm 
Equipment  

0.1 

1983-10-28 Town of Boscobel Others 0.3 

1983-10-01 Town of Muscoda Sportsman (Hunting, fishing or 
trapping) 

0.01 

1983-07-04 Town of Watterstown Fire Works 0.3 

1983-06-29 Town of Watterstown Lightning 0.01 

1983-05-04 Town of Boscobel Bus or truck exhaust (Any vehicle 
larger than a pickup) 

0.01 

1983-04-27 Town of Muscoda Incinerator, burning barrel  0.01 

1983-04-24 Town of Millville Incinerator, burning barrel  0.25 

1983-04-21 Town of Boscobel Broadcast - 1/2 acre or less  1.9 

1983-01-09 Town of Millville Incinerator, burning barrel  0.25 

1982-08-13 Town of Boscobel Others 0.01 

1982-07-04 Town of Wyalusing Fire Works 0.01 

1982-05-04 Town of Boscobel Car exhaust (Autos, SUV’s, vans, 
pickups, etc.)  

0.2 

1982-04-25 City of Boscobel Beer or Drug Party 0.25 

1982-04-24 Town of Millville Dumps - Municipal  4.8 

1982-04-18 Town of Castle Rock Brush piles 2.8 

1982-04-18 Town of Watterstown Household trash (not in container)  0.3 
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Appendix F: Grant County Annual Mitigation Worksheet  Year: 

____________   

Disaster History       Damages: $ 
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Planning Efforts Completed: 

Effort Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Emergency 
Response Plan 

    

Functional 
Need Database 

    

Dam 
Inspection, 
Operation, and 
Maintenance 

    

Grant 
Assistance 

    

Warning Siren 
Locations 

    

Hazardous 
Material 
Response 
Plans (Local) 

    

 

Notes: 
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Education Efforts Completed: 

Effort Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Promote 
Wireless Mass 
Notification 

    

Emergency 
Awareness 
Events 

    

Severe 
Weather 
Awareness 
Week 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 

Notes: 
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Infrastructure Efforts Completed: 

Effort Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

Roads 
Construction 
 

    

Public Shelters 
 
 

    

Dry Hydrants 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 

Notes: 
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Additional Efforts Completed: 

Effort Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


